
An Overview Of The Bible 
1 Thessalonians 

I. Introduction 
A. The nine church epistles consist of a group of four, a group of three, 

and a group of two. The first four emphasize Christ and the cross. The 
second three emphasize Christ and the church. The final two 
emphasize Christ and His coming. 

B. The apostle wrote to these people because he could not go to them. 
This was due to Jewish persecution and the hindering of Satan (1 
Thessalonians 2:18). Like Philippians, this letter has more of a 
personal tone. 

II. The Structure Of 1 Thessalonians 
A. There is a pleasing, straightforward orderliness to 1 Thessalonians. 

Our English Bibles divide the book into five chapters, each of which 
end with a reference to the Lord’s return. 

B. While the entire book can be viewed futuristically, the first three 
chapters are reminiscent. The first word after the introduction of 1 
Thessalonians is “Remembering,” and all ten verses of chapter one 
look back to the conversion of the Thessalonians. The second chapter 
continues this look back, not upon the converts, but upon the 
evangelists. Paul reflects back gratefully over the brief, difficult work 
which he and his fellow laborers had conducted at Thessalonica. The 
third chapter continues with recollections of Paul’s aftercare for his 
beloved new children in the faith. He had deep concern for them, 
Timothy continued his follow-up with them, and Paul continued in 
prayer for them. 

C. Chapter four marks a turn. Paul turns from looking backward to 
looking forward. His subject is intensely practical. As he has spent the 
three previous chapters reminding them how they had been saved, in 
these additional two chapters he tells them how they should live. In 
4:1-12 Paul speaks of conduct and calling. In 4:13-5:11 he shows how 
the prospect of the Lord’s return is one of comfort and challenge. 
Finally, in 5:12-24 he exhorts to concord and constancy. 

III.The Outline Of 1 Thessalonians 
A. Greeting (1:1). 
B. Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians (1:2-10). 
C. Paul’s work among the Thessalonians (2:1-3:13). 

1. His work in Thessalonica (2:1-16). 
2. His absence and desire to return (2:17-3:10). 
3. His prayer for the Thessalonians (3:11-13). 



D. Paul’s instructions to the Thessalonians (4:1-5:22). 
1. Living to please God (4:1-12). 

a) Through sexual purity (4:1-8). 
b) Through brotherly love (4:9-10). 
c) Through a quiet and obedient life (4:11-12). 

2. The coming of the Lord (4:13-5:11). 
a) The living and the dead (4:13-18). 
b) The day of the Lord (5:1-11). 
c) Instructions on church life (5:12-22). 

E. Conclusion (5:23-28). 

IV.The Church In Thessalonica 
A. The city was of good size, perhaps with a population of 200,000. Its 

location was conducive to commerce, having a good natural harbor. It 
was a free city ruled by its own council of citizens and administered by 
five or six “politarchs” and since 146 B.C. it had been the seat of 
Roman government for all Macedonia. 

B. Paul, Silas, and Timothy first went to the Macedonian port city of 
Thessalonica on the second preaching trip (Acts 17:1-14). This was 
the second place the gospel was preached in Europe, Philippi being the 
first. Because the preaching of the gospel depleted the ranks of the 
synagogue, the Jews charged Paul’s host, Jason, with harboring 
traitors to Caesar. The rulers of the city took Jason as security (like a 
peace bond) and let the preachers leave the city. When they arrived in 
Athens, Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 
3:1-2, 5) to encourage Christians and then to report back on the 
condition of the church there. Timothy rejoined Paul in Corinth (3:6), 
where the two Thessalonian letters were written. 

C. Some feel that Paul was in Thessalonica less than a month (only three 
Sabbaths are mentioned in Acts 17:2). He must, however, have had 
an extended work outside the synagogue and the Jewish community, 
since the church was largely Gentile. In any case, he was concerned 
about his departing under pressure and about having to leave the 
church without experienced leadership. Timothy’s report gave Paul 
cause for praise for the healthy state of the church. 

V. Authorship And Date 
A. Paul’s authorship of 1 Thessalonians is not questioned by scholars who 

take the statements of the book at face value. During the last century 
objections to Paul’s authorship were raised by critics, but these have 
now been answered satisfactorily. 

B. Paul wrote this letter a short time later (about A.D. 51) in his second 
preaching trip from Corinth to encourage the young Christians in 



Thessalonica. Depending on when Galatians was written, 1-2 
Thessalonians could be the earliest of Paul’s letters. 

VI.Major Themes In 1 Thessalonians 
A. Persecution. 

1. Paul and the new Christians at Thessalonica experienced 
persecution because of their faith in Christ. We can expect trials 
and troubles as well. We need to stand firm in our faith in the midst 
of trials. 

2. The Bible helps us to remain strong in faith, able to show genuine 
love to others and maintain our moral character even when we are 
being persecuted, slandered, or oppressed. 

B.  Paul’s work. 
1. Paul expressed his concern for this church even while he was being 

slandered. Paul’s commitment to share the gospel in spite of 
difficult circumstances is a model we should follow. 

2. Paul not only delivered his message, but gave of himself. In our 
work, we must become like Paul — faithful and bold, yet sensitive 
and self-sacrificing. 

C. Hope. 
1. One day all Christians, both those who are alive and those who 

have died, will be united with Christ. To those Christians who die 
before Christ’s return, there is hope — the hope of the resurrection 
of the body. 

2. If we obey Christ, we will live with Him forever. All those who 
belong to Jesus Christ — from throughout history — will be present 
with Him at His second coming. We can be confident that we will be 
with loved ones who have believed and obeyed Christ. 

D. Being prepared. 
1. No one knows the time of Christ’s return. We are to live moral and 

holy lives, ever watchful for His coming. Christians must not neglect 
daily responsibilities, but always work and live to please the Lord. 

2. The gospel is not only what we believe but also what we must live. 
The gospel leads us in faithfulness, so we can avoid lust and 
deception. Live as though you expect Christ’s return at any time. A 
Christian cannot be caught unprepared. 

VII.Conclusion 
A. Paul loved the church at Thessalonica; these brethren were in his 

heart, and he was deeply concerned for their spiritual welfare. 
B. Paul assured the Thessalonians of his love, he praised them for their 

faithfulness during persecution, and he reminded them of their hope 
— the sure return of their Lord and Savior.


