
An Overview Of The Bible 
2 Thessalonians 

I. Introduction 
A. Paul’s interest in his Thessalonian brethren did not end with the 

sending of his first letter. His work was one of continual teaching of 
those he had converted to Christ. 

B. The gentler and more guarded reproof of the first letter now gives 
place to sterner words. The letter is filled with exultation, explanation, 
and exhortation. 

II. The Structure Of 2 Thessalonians 
A. The letter begins with Paul’s trademark — a personal greeting and a 

statement of thanksgiving for their faith (1:1-3). He mentions their 
perseverance in spite of their trials (1:4) and uses this situation to 
broach the subject of Christ’s return. At that time, Christ will vindicate 
the righteous and will punish the wicked (1:5-12). 

B. Paul then directly answers the misunderstanding concerning the timing 
of the events of the end of time. He tells them not to listen to rumors 
and reports that the day of the Lord has already begun (2:1-2) 
because a number of events must occur before Christ returns 
(2:3-12). Meanwhile, they should stand firm for the truth (2:13-15), 
receive God’s encouragement and hope (2:16-17), pray for strength 
and for the spread of the Lord’s message (3:1-5), and warn those who 
are idle (3:6-15). Paul ends with personal greetings and a prayer for 
blessings (3:16-18). 

III.The Outline Of 2 Thessalonians 
A. Greeting (1:1-2). 
B. Comfort from the hope of Christ’s return (1:3-12). 

1. The consolation of it in the present (1:3-7). 
2. The compensation by it in the future (1:8-12). 

C. Caution on the time of Christ’s return (2:1-17). 
1. The when and the how of the coming (2:1-12). 
2. The why and the how of the waiting (2:13-17). 

D. Commands in the light of Christ’s return (3:1-15). 
1. The basis of command: appeal and confidence (3:1-5). 
2. The nature of command: work as we wait (3:6-15). 

E. Conclusion (3:16-18). 

IV.Authorship And Date 
A. Because of Paul’s authorship of 1 Thessalonians is unquestioned, 2 

Thessalonians is the same. 



B. This second letter was written only slightly later than 1 Thessalonians. 
While he was still in Corinth, Paul received further word about this 
church’s condition; this report prompted him to write 2 Thessalonians. 

V. Major Themes In 2 Thessalonians 
A. Persecution. 

1. Paul encouraged the church to persevere in spite of troubles and 
trials. God will bring victory to His faithful followers and judge those 
who persecute them. 

2. God promises to reward our faith by keeping us in His power and 
helping us bear persecution. Suffering for our faith will strengthen 
us to serve Christ. We must be faithful to Him. 

B. Christ’s return. 
1. Since Paul had said that the Lord could come at any moment, some 

of the Thessalonian Christians had stopped working in order to wait 
for Christ. 

2. Christ will return and bring total victory to all who believe and obey 
Him. If we are ready, we need not be concerned about when He will 
return. We should stand firm, keep working, and wait for the Lord. 

C. Apostasy. 
1. Before Christ’s return, there will be a great falling away from God 

led by the “son of perdition.” God will remove all the restraints on 
evil before He brings judgment on the rebellious. The “man of 
perdition” will deceive many. 

2. We should not be afraid when we see evil increase. God is in 
control, no matter how evil the world becomes. The scriptures 
guard us during Satan’s attacks. We can have victory over evil by 
remaining faithful to God. 

D. Persistence. 
1. Because church members had quit working and become disorderly 

and disobedient, Paul chastised them for their idleness. He called 
on them to show courage and righteous, faithful conduct. 

2. We must never get so tired of doing right that we quit. We can be 
persistent by making the most of our time and talents. Our 
endurance will be rewarded. 

VI.Conclusion 
A. Although there is general indifference toward God, the Bible, and the 

church in our society, many preachers have discovered that a theme 
focused on the future will arouse interest. 

B. People need to be stirred up for the Lord and urged to prepare for His 
second coming, but to do so by corrupting the scriptures will result in 
far more harm than good.


