
An Overview Of The Bible 
1 Timothy 

I. Introduction 
A. The two letters to Timothy and the one to Titus are called the 

“pastoral epistles” by many in the religious world because they contain 
principles for the pastoral care of churches and qualifications for 
preachers. 

B. Timothy, the son of a Greek Gentile father and a devout Jewish mother 
named Eunice, was intimately associated with Paul from the time of 
the second preaching trip on (Acts 16:1-3; 2 Timothy 1:5). 

II. The Structure Of 1 Timothy 
A. In relation to Timothy personally, the theme is fighting “the good 

fight” (1:18). In relation to the church collectively, the theme is 
behaving in the house of God (3:15). Important subjects discussed in 
the epistle include the law (1:7-11), prayer (2:1-8), appearance and 
activity of women (2:9-15), qualifications for elders and deacons 
(3:1-13), the last days (4:1-3), care of widows (5:3-16), and use of 
money (6:6-19). 

B. Generally, 1:1-17 contains a preliminary explanation why the letter 
was being written, and it concludes with a doxology. The first three 
verses of the chapter introduces his charge to his “son” Timothy, and 
thereafter the letter breaks into two clear parts. Chapters 2-3 pertain 
to the assembly and its conduct. Chapters 4-6 pertain to the preacher 
and his conduct. Subdividing the sections further, chapter 2 discusses 
men and public prayer, and women in their public appearance. Chapter 
3 discusses the qualifications of elders and deacons. In the second 
section, chapter 4 is addressed to the assembly in general while 
chapters 5-6 address several specific classes of Christians. 

III.The Outline Of 1 Timothy 
A. Greeting (1:1-2). 
B. Dealing with false teachers (1:3-11). 

1. False teachers and meaningless controversies (1:3-7). 
2. The purpose of the Law (1:8-11). 

C. Paul’s sin and God’s mercy (1:12-17). 
D. Paul’s purpose for writing (1:18-20). 
E. Instructions for churches (2:1-3:16). 

1. Prayer and worship (2:1-15). 
a) Praying for everyone (2:1-7). 
b) Men in public worship (2:8). 
c) Women in public worship (2:9-15). 



2. Qualifications for church leaders (3:1-13). 
a) Elders (3:1-7). 
b) Deacons (3:8-13). 

3. Paul’s purpose for writing (3:14-16). 
F. Countering false doctrine (4:1-16). 
G. Instructions relating to various groups (5:1-6:2). 

1. The older and younger (5:1-2). 
2. Widows (5:3-16). 
3. Elders (5:17-25). 
4. Slaves (6:1-2). 

H. False teachers seeking financial gain (6:3-19). 
1. Their love of money and controversy (6:3-10). 
2. Charge to flee and remain pure (6:11-16). 
3. Instructions for the rich (6:17-19). 

I. Conclusion (6:20-21). 

IV.Authorship And Date 
A. Some have questioned whether Paul himself wrote these letters on the 

grounds that Paul’s travels described in these three letters do not fit 
anywhere into the historical account of the book of Acts. Also, the 
church organization described in them reflects the circumstances in 
the second century, and the vocabulary and style are significantly 
different from Paul’s other letters. 

B. However, there is no compelling reason whatsoever to believe that 
Acts contains the complete history of the life of Paul. Since his death is 
not recorded in Acts, he was apparently released from his first 
imprisonment in Rome, traveled over the empire for several years 
(perhaps even to Spain), was arrested again, imprisoned a second 
time in Rome, and killed under Nero. Also, nothing in the church 
organization reflected in these three letters requires a later date (cp. 
Acts 14:23; Philippians 1:1). Finally, the question of authorship cannot 
be decided solely on the basis of vocabulary without considering how 
subject matter affects a writer’s choice of words. Vocabulary used to 
describe church organization, for instance, would be expected to be 
different from that used to teach the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. There 
is no argument against Paul’s authorship that does not have a 
reasonable answer. And, of course, the letters themselves claim to 
have been written by Paul. 

C. When Paul wrote 1 Timothy, probably from Macedonia (1:3), he was 
on his way to Nicopolis (Titus 3:12), but Timothy had been left in 
charge of the work in Ephesus and Asia Minor. Though Paul desired to 
visit Timothy (3:14; 4:13), this letter, in the meantime, would guide 
Timothy in the conduct of his preaching responsibilities. This would 



place the time of writing at approximately A.D. 64, probably just prior 
to Paul’s final imprisonment in Rome. 

V. Major Themes In 1 Timothy 
A. Sound doctrine. 

1. Paul instructed Timothy to preserve the faith by teaching sound 
doctrine and living righteously. Timothy had to oppose false 
teachers, who were leading members away from the truth. 

2. We must know the truth in order to defend it. Furthermore, we 
should stay away from those who twist the words of the Bible for 
their own purposes. 

B. Public worship. 
1. Prayer in public worship must be done with a proper attitude 

toward God and fellow Christians. 
2. Godly character must be evident in every aspect of worship. We 

must rid ourselves of any anger, resentment, and unrighteous 
behavior that might disrupt worship or damage the unity of the 
church. 

C. Church leadership. 
1. Paul gives specific instructions concerning the qualifications for 

elders and deacons so that the church might glorify God and 
operate smoothly. 

2. Elders and deacons must be wholly committed to Christ. They have 
to seek obedience to God, not their own ambition. No congregation 
can grow without solid, spiritual leadership. Members should do all 
they can to encourage them. 

D. Personal discipline. 
1. It takes discipline to be a preacher. Timothy, like all preachers, had 

to guard his motives, work faithfully, and live above reproach. Any 
preacher must keep morally and spiritually fit. 

2. To stay in good spiritual shape, you must discipline yourself to 
study God’s word and obey it. Put your spiritual abilities to work, 
and they will grow. 

E. A caring church. 
1. The church has a responsibility to care for the needs of its 

members, especially the sick, poor, and widowed. Caring must go 
beyond good intentions. 

2. Caring for the family of Christians demonstrates our Christlike 
attitude and exhibits genuine love to non-Christians. 



VI.Conclusion 
A. Although we mostly consider this letter only for preachers, its 

message, in a very special sense, relates well to those who have the 
oversight of local churches. 

B. Going further, 1 Timothy holds many lessons, not only for elders, 
deacons, and preachers, but for the young in the faith and parents as 
well. In fact, every Christian would benefit from studying this letter.


