
An Overview Of The Bible 
Hebrews 

I. Introduction 
A. Hebrews is a masterful document written to Jews who were evaluating 

Jesus or struggling with this new faith. 
B. The message of Hebrews is that Christ is supreme and completely 

sufficient for salvation, and that the gospel is superior to the old 
system of Judaism. 

II. The Structure Of Hebrews 
A. If the Jewish Christians were to be rescued from their danger of going 

back to Judaism or viewing the gospel as merely supplementing 
Judaism without invalidating it, they must first be made to vividly see 
the all-eclipsing divine glory of the Savior Himself, which gives 
absolute finality to all His redemptive and mediatorial work. 

B. Hebrews begins by emphasizing that the Old Testament and the New 
Testament are both religions revealed by God (1:1-3). In the doctrinal 
section that follows (1:4-10:18), the writer shows how Jesus is 
superior to angels (1:4-2:18), superior to their leaders (3:1-4:13), 
and superior to their priests (4:14-7:28). The New Covenant 
surpasses the Old Covenant because it has a better covenant 
(8:1-13), a better sanctuary (9:1-12), and a more sufficient sacrifice 
for sins (9:13-10:18). 

C. Having established the superiority of the new, the writer moves on to 
the practical implications of following Christ. The readers are exhorted 
to hold on to their new faith, encourage each other, and look forward 
to Christ’s return (10:19-25). They are warned about the 
consequences of rejecting Christ’s sacrifice (10:26-31) and reminded 
of the rewards for faithfulness (10:32-39). Then the author explains 
how to live by faith, giving illustrations of the faithful men and women 
in Israel’s history (11:1-40), and giving encouragement and 
exhortation for daily living (12:1-17). This section ends by comparing 
the Old Covenant and the New Covenant (12:18-29). The writer 
concludes with moral exhortations (13:1-17), a request for prayer 
(13:18-19), and an invocation and greetings (13:20-25). 

III.The Outline Of Hebrews 
A. Prologue (1:1-4).  
B. Christ is superior to the agents of the Old Covenant (1:5-7:28). 

1. Christ is superior to angels (1:5-2:18). 
a) Scripture testifies to the Son’s superiority (1:5-14). 



b) Exhortation not to ignore the revelation made through the Son 
(2:1-4). 

c) It is the Son who makes men holy (2:5-18). 
2. Christ is superior to Moses (3:1-4:13). 

a) The Son is greater than the servant (3:1-6). 
b) Do not disbelieve, but enter the Sabbath rest of God’s people 

(3:7-4:13). 
3. Christ is superior to Aaron (4:14-7:28). 

a) God appointed Jesus as the eternal High Priest (4:14-5:10). 
b) Exhortation to become mature and persevere (5:11-6:12). 
c) Jesus a priest forever by the oath of God (6:13-20). 
d) Jesus a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek (7:1-28). 

C. The superiority of Christ’s High Priestly ministry (8:1-10:18). 
1. A superior covenant (8:1-13). 
2. A superior tabernacle (9:1-12). 
3. A superior sacrifice (9:13-10:18). 

D. A call to perseverance in faith (10:19-12:29). 
1. A superior covenant implies greater responsibility (10:19-39). 
2. Examples of persevering faith (11:1-40). 
3. Running with endurance (12:1-13). 
4. Exhortation to holiness (12:14-17). 
5. Living as citizens of an unshakeable kingdom (12:18-29). 

E. Conclusion (13:1-25). 
1. Final exhortations (13:1-19). 
2. Invocation and greetings (13:20-25). 

IV.Authorship And Date 
A. Paul, Luke, Barnabas, Apollos, Silas, Timothy, Philip, Aquila and 

Priscilla, and Clement of Rome have been suggested because the 
name of the author is not given in the biblical text itself. 
1. The early tradition unanimously attributes the epistle to Paul. 

However, the conclusion of Paul’s authorship probably suffered its 
worst blow during the Reformation with many Bible scholars 
(Erasmus, Luther, and Calvin) rejecting it. But this could have been 
simply a response to the traditional Catholic view of Paul’s 
authorship. 

2. There are several internal evidences that point to Paul as the 
author of Hebrews. First, the circumstances in the closing verses of 
Hebrews 13 are very similar to those in the letters of Paul. Second, 
the ideas in Hebrews are also very similar to those found in the 
letters of Paul. Third, the construction of the epistle also follows the 
same general pattern as Paul’s other letters. 



3. The major reason most scholars reject Paul’s authorship is the 
difference of style, language, thoughts, and other aspects in the 
epistle compared to Paul’s other writings. However, there are many 
who believe that the force of these arguments have been greatly 
overstated. 

B. Although the evidence for Paul’s authorship is strong, in the end it 
does not matter. In the third century, Origen said that only God knows 
who wrote Hebrews. The early Christians did not allow its anonymous 
authorship to be cause to reject it as the divine revelation of God. 

C. The book was probably written before the destruction of the temple in 
Jerusalem in A.D. 70 because the religious sacrifices and ceremonies 
are referred to in the book, but no mention is made of the temple’s 
destruction. 

V. Major Themes In Hebrews 
A. Christ is superior. 

1. Hebrews reveals Jesus’ true identity as God. Jesus is the ultimate 
authority. He is greater than any religion or any angel. He is 
superior to any Jewish leader (such as Abraham, Moses, or Joshua) 
and superior to any priest. He is the complete revelation of God. 

2. Jesus alone can forgive our sin. He has secured our opportunity for 
forgiveness and salvation by His death. We can find peace with God 
and real meaning for life by believing and obeying Christ. We 
cannot accept any alternative to or substitute for Him. 

B. High priest. 
1. In the Old Testament, the high priest represented the Jews before 

God. Jesus Christ links us with God. There is no other way to reach 
God. Because Jesus Christ lived a sinless life, He is our perfect 
representative with God. 

2. Jesus guarantees our access to God the Father. He intercedes for us 
so we can boldly come to the Father with our needs. When we are 
weak, we can come confidently to God for forgiveness and ask for 
His help. 

C. Sacrifice. 
1. Christ’s sacrifice was the ultimate fulfillment of all that the Old 

Testament sacrifices represented — God’s forgiveness for sin. 
Because Christ is the perfect sacrifice for our sin, our sins are 
completely forgiven. 

2. Christ’s blood allowed the forgiveness of sin, which barred us from 
God’s presence and fellowship. But we must accept His sacrifice for 
us. By believing in Him and obeying His commands we are no 
longer guilty but cleansed and made whole. His sacrifice clears the 
way for us to have eternal life. 



D. Maturity. 
1. Though we are saved from sin when we believe in Christ, we are 

given the task of growing in our faith. Through our relationship with 
Christ, we can live blameless lives, grow into maturity, and be 
sanctified for good works. 

2. The process of maturing in our faith takes time. Daily commitment 
and service produce maturity. When we are mature in our faith, we 
are not easily swayed or shaken by temptations or worldly 
concerns. 

E. Faith. 
1. Faith is confident trust in God’s promises. God’s greatest promise is 

that we can be saved through Christ. 
2. If we obey Jesus completely, His gospel will transform us 

completely. A life of obedience and complete trust is pleasing to 
God. 

F. Endurance. 
1. Faith enables Christians to face trials. Genuine faith includes the 

commitment to stay true to God when we are under fire. Endurance 
builds character and leads to victory. 

2. We can have victory in our trials if we do not give up or turn our 
back on Christ. This book provides amazing examples of God’s 
faithful people who could endure in the past. It is well within our 
ability to endure too. 

VI.Conclusion 
A. Hebrews is alive with the once-for-all finality of our Lord’s sacrifice. It 

is a wonderful demonstration to those who are in Christ how wonderful 
He completely fulfills and supersedes the Levitical priesthood and 
sacrifices. 

B. Whatever you are considering as the focus of life, Christ is better. He 
is the perfect revelation of God, the final and complete sacrifice for 
sin, the compassionate and understanding mediator, and the only way 
to eternal life.


