
An Overview Of The Bible 
James 

I. Introduction 
A. What a difference exists between the long, rhetorical epistle to the 

Hebrews and this short, staccato epistle of James. 
B. This letter could be considered a how-to book on living as a Christian. 

Confrontation, challenges, and a call to commitment await the person 
who obeys Christ. 

II. The Structure Of James 
A. James begins his letter by outlining some general characteristics of the 

godly life (1:1-27). Next, he exhorts Christians to act justly in society 
(2:1-13). He follows this practical advice with an intense discussion on 
the relationship between faith and action (2:14-26). 

B. Then James shows the importance of controlling one’s speech 
(3:1-12). In 3:13-18, James distinguishes two kinds of wisdom — 
earthly and heavenly. Then he encourages his readers to turn from evil 
desires and obey God (4:1-12). James reproves those who trust in 
their own plans and possessions (4:13-5:6). 

C. Finally, he exhorts his readers to be patient with each other (5:7-11), 
to be straightforward in their promises (5:12), to pray for each other 
(5:13-18), and to help each other remain faithful to God (5:19-20). 

III.The Outline Of James 
A. Greeting (1:1). 
B. Joy in the face of trials (1:2-18). 

1. Trials lead to maturity (1:2-8). 
2. The glories of the rich and the poor (1:9-11). 
3. The source of temptations (1:12-15). 
4. God the giver of every good gift (1:16-18). 

C. True faith evident in works (1:19-2:26). 
1. Living as doers of the word (1:19-27). 
2. Holding the faith without favoritism (2:1-13). 
3. Faith without works is dead (2:14-26). 

D. Conflicts among Christians (3:1-4:12). 
1. The damage caused by the tongue (3:1-12). 
2. Earthly “wisdom” leads to bitterness and envy (3:13-18). 
3. Pride and sinful desires lead to strife (4:1-6). 
4. Be humble and do not judge (4:7-12). 

E. Warnings against presumptuous boasting (4:13-5:12). 
1. Do not boast about tomorrow (4:13-17). 
2. Judgment against the oppressive rich (5:1-6). 



3. Be patient until the Lord’s return (5:7-11). 
4. Do not swear (5:12). 

F. Final exhortations (5:13-20). 
1. The prayer of the righteous (5:13-18). 
2. Interceding for the brother who strays (5:19-20). 

IV.Authorship And Date 
A. There are four men named James in the New Testament, but only two 

are seriously considered as the author of this letter — James the son 
of Zebedee (and brother of John) and James the half brother of Jesus 
(Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3). It is unlikely that the son of Zebedee 
wrote the book because he was killed by Herod in A.D. 44 (Acts 12:2). 
1. The authoritative tone of the letter not only rules out the two lesser 

known Jameses of the New Testament (“James the Less” of 
Matthew 10:3 and Mark 15:40, and the James of Luke 6:16) but 
points to the half brother of Jesus who became an elder of the 
church in Jerusalem (Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:18). 

2. This conclusion is supported by the resemblances in the Greek 
between this letter and the speech of James that transpired during 
the meeting at Jerusalem (1:1 and Acts 15:23; 1:27 and Acts 
15:14; 2:5 and Acts 15:13). Each endorses the genuineness of the 
other. 

B. Although some have thought that the writing of the book occurred at 
the end of the first century, Galileans like James knew and used Greek 
quite well. Furthermore, an early date is indicated by the lack of 
reference to the meeting in Jerusalem (A.D. 49), by the use of the 
word “assembly” (or synagogue) for the church in 2:2, the reference 
to the “twelve tribes scattered abroad” in 1:1, and by the strong 
expectation of the Lord’s imminent return (5:7-9). Finally, the 
historians Josephus and Hegesippus place the martyrdom of James by 
stoning between the death of governor Festus and the coming of his 
successor, Albinus, which occurred in A.D. 62. 

V. Major Themes In James 
A. Faith. 

1. James wants Christians not only to hear the truth but also to put it 
into action. He contrasts empty faith (claims without conduct) with 
faith that works. Commitment to love and to serve others is 
evidence of true faith. 

2. Faith makes a difference. Make sure your faith is more than just a 
statement; it should also result in action. Seek ways of putting your 
faith to work. 



B. Trials. 
1. In the godly life there are trials and temptations. Successfully 

overcoming these adversities produces maturity and strong 
character. 

2. Do not resent or resist troubles when they come. Pray for wisdom; 
God will supply all you need to face persecution or adversity. He will 
give you patience and keep you strong in times of trial. 

C. Law of love. 
1. We are saved by grace through faith, not by keeping the Law of 

Moses. But Christ gave us a special command: “Love your neighbor 
as yourself” (Matthew 19:19). We are to love and serve those 
around us. 

2. Keeping the law of love shows that our faith is vital and real. When 
we show love to others, we are overcoming our own selfishness. 

D. Wise speech. 
1. Wisdom shows itself in wise speech. God holds us responsible for 

the results of our destructive words. The wisdom of God that helps 
control the tongue can help control all our actions. 

2. Accepting God’s wisdom will affect your speech. Your words will 
convey true humility and righteousness, and lead to peace. Think 
before you speak and use the self-control of which you are capable. 

E. Wealth. 
1. James taught Christians not to compromise with worldly attitudes 

about wealth. Because the glory of wealth fades, Christians should 
store up God’s treasures through sincere service. Christians must 
not show partiality to the wealthy or be prejudiced against the poor. 

2. All of us are accountable for how we use what we have. We should 
not hoard wealth but be generous toward others. In addition, we 
should not be impressed by the wealthy nor look down on those 
who are poor. 

VI.Conclusion 
A. With an energetic style and crisp, well-chosen words, James confronts 

the discussion of faith and works. It is not enough to talk about faith; 
we must live it (2:14). 

B. The proof of the reality of our faith is a changed life. Every Christian 
needs to be reading James so they can become a doer of the word 
(1:22-25).


