
An Overview Of The Bible 
1 Peter 

I. Introduction 
A. It is fascinating to note that the three main epistle writers of the New 

Testament, Paul, Peter, and John, each have a specific emphasis. Paul 
emphasizes faith; Peter emphasizes hope; and, John emphasizes love. 

B. Peter’s purpose in writing was to cheer and strengthen the Christians 
in five provinces who were undergoing difficult trials. The trials 
referred to are those which often come to Christians as they try to live 
faithfully in a hostile society. 

II. The Structure Of 1 Peter 
A. Peter begins by thanking God for salvation (1:2-6). He explains to his 

readers that trials will refine their faith (1:7-9). They should believe in 
spite of their circumstances; for many in past ages believed in God’s 
plan of salvation, even the prophets of old who wrote about it but did 
not understand it. But now salvation has been revealed in Christ 
(1:10-12). 

B. In response to such a great salvation, Peter commands them to live 
holy lives (1:13-16), to reverently fear and trust God (1:17-21), to be 
honest and loving (1:22-2:1), and to become like Christ (2:1-3). Jesus 
Christ, as “the living cornerstone” upon whom the church is to be built 
(2:4, 6), is also the stone that was rejected, causing those who are 
disobedient to stumble and fall (2:7-8). But the church, built upon this 
stone, is to be God’s royal priesthood (2:9-10). 

C. Next, Peter explains how Christians should live during difficult times 
(2:11-4:11). Christians should be above reproach (2:11-17), imitating 
Christ in all their social roles — masters and servants, husbands and 
wives, and church members and neighbors (2:18-3:17). Christ should 
be our model for obedience to God in the midst of great suffering 
(3:18-4:11). Peter then outlines the right attitude to have about 
persecution: expect it (4:12), be thankful for the privilege of suffering 
for Christ (4:13-18), and trust God for deliverance (4:19). 

D. Next, Peter gives some special instructions: elders should care for 
God’s flock (5:1-4), younger men should be submissive to those who 
are older (5:5-6), and everyone should trust God and resist Satan 
(5:7-11). Peter concludes by introducing Silas and by sending 
personal greetings, probably from the church in Rome, and from Mark 
(5:12-14). 

III.The Outline Of 1 Peter 
A. Greeting (1:1-2). 



B. The Christian’s sure hope of salvation (1:3-12). 
C. Living in the light of this hope (1:13-3:12). 

1. Be holy (1:13-16). 
2. Conduct yourselves with fear (1:17-21). 
3. Love one another (1:22-2:3). 
4. A holy community built on the living stone (2:4-10). 
5. Win the respect of outsiders by your conduct (2:11-3:12). 

a) Living as strangers and aliens in the world (2:11-12). 
b) Submission to authorities (2:13-17). 
c) Slaves and masters (2:18-25). 
d) Wives and husbands (3:1-7). 
e) Be of one mind (3:8-12). 

D. Hope in the midst of suffering (3:13-4:19). 
1. Following Christ’s example of suffering (3:13-22). 
2. Living for the glory of God (4:1-11). 
3. The blessings of suffering for doing good (4:12-19). 

E. Final instructions (5:1-9). 
1. To elders: shepherd the flock (5:1-4). 
2. To the young: be submissive (5:5-6). 
3. To all: resist the devil (5:7-9). 

F. Conclusion (5:10-14). 
1. Blessing (5:10-11). 
2. Final greetings (5:12-14). 

IV.Authorship And Date 
A. Early on, Peter’s authorship was unquestioned and unopposed. 

However, in the 1800s, some textual critics have challenged Peter’s 
authorship. 
1. But his authorship is confirmed by the similarities between this 

letter and Peter’s sermons recorded in Acts (1:20 and Acts 2:23; 
4:5 and Acts 10:42). 

2. Outside the New Testament, the evidence is impressive, with 
numerous references to the book in the writings of the “church 
fathers.” 

B. Assuming the death of Peter about A.D. 67 or 68, the date can be 
assumed to be just before Nero’s persecution, which followed the 
great fire that ravaged Rome in the summer of A.D. 64. 
1. The absence of any reference to martyrdom makes it less likely 

that the epistle was written after the persecution began, since 
numerous Christians would by then have been put to death. 

2. Peter was evidently not in Rome when Paul wrote Romans (A.D. 57 
or 58). It is also unlikely that Peter was in Rome during Paul’s first 



imprisonment, since he is not mentioned in any of the prison 
epistles. 

V. Major Themes In 1 Peter 
A. Salvation. 

1. Our salvation is a wonderful gift from God. God chose us out of His 
love for us, Jesus died as a sacrifice for our sins, and the Holy Spirit 
cleansed us from sin when we were baptized. 

2. Our safety and security are in God. If we experience joy in 
relationship with Christ now, how much greater will our joy be 
when He returns and we see Him face to face. Such a hope should 
motivate us to serve the Lord with greater commitment. 

B. Persecution. 
1. Peter offers faithful saints comfort and hope. We should expect 

ridicule, rejection, and suffering because we are Christians. 
Persecution makes us stronger because it refines our faith. We can 
face persecution victoriously, as Christ did, if we rely on Him. 

2. Christians still suffer for what they believe. We should expect 
persecution, but we do not have to be terrified by it. The fact that 
we will live eternally with Christ should give us the confidence, 
patience, and hope to stand firm even when we are persecuted. 

C. God’s family. 
1. We are privileged to belong to God’s family, a community with 

Christ as the founder and foundation. Everyone in this community 
is related — we are all brothers and sisters, loved equally by God. 

2. Because Christ is the foundation of our family, we must be devoted, 
loyal, and faithful to Him. By obeying Him, we show that we are His 
children. We must accept the challenge to live differently from our 
society. 

D. Family life. 
1. Peter encouraged the wives of non-Christians to submit to their 

husbands’ authority as a means of converting them to Christ. He 
urged all family members to treat others with sympathy, love, 
compassion, and humility. 

2. We must treat our families lovingly. Though it is never easy, willing 
service is the best way to influence loved ones. To gain the strength 
we need for self-discipline and submission, we need to pray for 
God’s help. 

E. Judgment. 
1. God will judge everyone with perfect justice. We all will face God. 

He will punish evildoers and those who persecute God’s people. 
Those who love Him will be rewarded with life forever in His 
glorious presence. 



2. Because all are accountable to God, we can leave judgment of 
others to Him. We must not hate or resent those who persecute us. 
We should realize that we will be held responsible for how we live 
each day. 

VI.Conclusion 
A. When you suffer for doing what is right, remember that following 

Christ is a costly commitment. When persecuted for your faith, rejoice 
that you have been counted worthy to suffer for your Lord. He 
suffered for us; as His followers, we should expect nothing less. 

B. We need to seek daily the grace to live the pilgrim life and live above 
the reproach of being a Christian. Banish all the dread of the “fiery 
trial,” for even the “fiery trial” leads to the final triumph.


