
An Overview Of The Bible 
2 Peter 

I. Introduction 
A. Warnings have many forms. With varied focus, their purpose is the 

same — to advise alertness and give notice of imminent danger. 
Responses to these warnings will also vary — from disregard and 
neglect to evasive or corrective action. 

B. Second Peter is a letter of warning from a courageous, experienced, 
and faithful apostle. And it is the last communication from this great 
minister of Christ. 

II. The Structure Of 2 Peter 
A. After a brief greeting (1:1), Peter gives the antidote for stagnancy and 

shortsightedness in a Christian (1:2-11). Then he explains that his 
days are numbered (1:12-15) and that Christians should listen to his 
messages and the words of scripture (1:16-21). 

B. Peter then gives a blunt warning about false teachers (2:1-22). They 
will become prevalent in the last days (2:1, 2); they will do or say 
anything for money (2:3); they will despise the righteousness of God 
(2:2, 10-11); they will do whatever they feel like doing (2:12-17); 
they will be proud and boastful (2:18-19); they will be judged and 
punished by God (2:3-10, 20-22). 

C. Peter concludes his brief letter by explaining why he has written it 
(3:1-18): to remind them of the words of the prophets and apostles 
that predicted the coming of false teachers, to give the reasons for the 
delay in Christ’s return (3:1-13), and to encourage them to beware of 
heresies and to grow in their faith (3:14-18). 

III.The Outline Of 2 Peter 
A. Greeting (1:1-2). 
B. Comfort from the hope of Christ’s return (1:3-12). 

1. The consolation of it in the present (1:3-7). 
2. The compensation by it in the future (1:8-12). 

C. Caution on the time of Christ’s return (2:1-17). 
1. The when and the how of the coming (2:1-12). 
2. The why and the how of the waiting (2:13-17). 

D. Commands in the light of Christ’s return (3:1-15). 
1. The basis of command: appeal and confidence (3:1-5). 
2. The nature of command: work as we wait (3:6-15). 

E. Conclusion (3:16-18). 



IV.Authorship And Date 
A. Second Peter is the most doubted book in the New Testament, as far 

as traditional authorship goes, so much so that most critical scholars 
consider pseudonymous authorship proven beyond argument. Even 
conservative scholars consider 2 Peter “the most problematic of all the 
New Testament epistles.” 

B. The objections to Peter’s authorship are serious, but each of them can 
be plausibly answered. A final test of the book, which admittedly is 
very subjective, is simply to read what is considered to be Peter’s 
literature (1-2 Peter, the Gospel of Peter, and the Apocalypse of Peter). 
One can easily see which is consistent with first century apostolic 
thought and which are written to promote heretical notions. There is 
an indescribable something in the word of God which appeals to the 
human nature that God created — something that tells us the 
message is from God. 

C. Second Peter is later than 1 Peter (cp. 2 Peter 3:1). We have already 
dated 1 Peter in the mid 60’s. If this is so, 2 Peter was written shortly 
before Peter’s death, probably around A.D. 67. 

V. Major Themes In 2 Peter 
A. Diligence. 

1. If our faith is real, it will be evident in our godly behavior. If 
Christians are diligent in their growth in Christ, they will not 
backslide or be deceived by false teachers. 

2. Growth is essential. It begins with faith and culminates in love for 
others. To keep growing we need to know God, keep on following 
Him, and remember what He taught us. We must remain diligent in 
faithful obedience and growth. 

B. False teachers. 
1. Peter warns the church to beware of false teachers. These teachers 

were proud of their position, promoted sexual sin, and introduced 
“damnable heresies.” Peter countered them by pointing to the 
Spirit-inspired scriptures as our authority. 

2. Christians need discernment to be able to resist false teachers. God 
can rescue us from their lies if we stay true to the Bible and reject 
their distortions of truth. 

C. Christ’s return. 
1. One day we will be in the “new heavens and a new earth” where we 

will live forever. Our hope is in this promise. But with Christ’s return 
comes His judgment on all who refuse to believe and obey. 

2. The cure for complacency, lawlessness, and heresy is found in the 
confident assurance that Christ will return. God is still giving 
unbelievers time to repent. To be ready, Christians must keep on 



trusting and resist the pressure to give up waiting for Christ’s 
return. 

VI.Conclusion 
A. Previously Peter had written to comfort and encourage Christians in 

the midst of suffering and persecution — an external onslaught. But 
only a few years later, in this letter containing his last words, he wrote 
to warn them of an internal attack — complacency and heresy. 

B. Addressed to those who “have obtained like precious faith,” 2 Peter 
could have been written to us. Our world is filled with false prophets 
and teachers, who claim to have the truth and who clamor for 
attention and allegiance. Listen carefully to Peter’s message and heed 
his warning. Determine to grow in your knowledge of Christ and to 
reject all those who preach anything inconsistent with God’s word.


