
An Overview Of The Bible 
2 John 

I. Introduction 
A. Christ is the antithesis of society’s prevailing values; i.e., falsehood 

and self-centeredness — for He is truth and love in person. Therefore, 
all who claim loyalty to Him must be committed to these ideals — 
following the truth and living the truth, reflecting love and acting with 
love toward one another. 

B. Second John addresses the same basic historical events as 1 John: 
false teachers are assaulting the Christians of which John is familiar. 

II. The Structure Of 2 John 
A. This second epistle of John is addressed to an “elect lady and her 

children.” There has been enormous debate as to whether this is a 
mother and her children or a local church. Vv. 5, 10, and 12 are 
enough to convince readers that the idea of addressing a local church 
is artificially contrived.  

B. In the first few opening verses, “truth” occurs four times, setting the 
tone for the letter. In the exhortative section beginning in v.. 4, John 
emphasizes the need to continue in what had been commanded from 
the beginning. 

C. The exhortative section occupies vv. 4-11 and is in two parts. In vv 
4-6 we have the practical aspect of continuing in the truth. We are to 
walk in love. In vv. 7-11 we have the doctrinal aspect of continuing in 
the truth. We are to watch against error, specifically here the error of 
Christ not coming in the flesh. 

III.The Outline Of 2 John 
A. Greeting (1-3). 
B. Exhortation to love and obedience (4-6). 
C. Warning against false teachers (7-11). 
D. Conclusion (12-13). 

IV.Authorship And Date 
A. John, the son of Zebedee, was a prosperous fisherman on the Sea of 

Galilee (Mark 1:20). He was a disciple of John the Baptist (cp. John 
1:35-40), and was part of the inner circle of the apostles (Matthew 
17:1; Mark 5:37; 13:3; 14:33). 

B. Second John has very close similarities with 1 John (e.g., v. 5 and 1 
John 2:7; 3:11; v. 6 and 1 John 5:3; v. 7 and 1 John 2:18-26; v. 9 
and 1 John 2:23; and, v. 12 and 1 John 1:14). This makes it clear that 
it was also written by John the apostle. 



C. The lack of any reference to the persecution under Emperor Domitian 
(c. A.D. 95) suggests that John wrote before it began. Also, 1 John 
was probably written after the gospel of John. Since John wrote his 
gospel about A.D. 80-90, a date of A.D. 90-95 for the three letters of 
John is reasonable. 

V. Major Themes In 2 John 
A. Truth. 

1. Following the Bible is essential to living in Christ because God is 
truth. Christ’s true followers consistently obey His truth. 

2. To be loyal to Christ’s teaching, we must know the Bible, but its 
message can never be twisted to our own purposes, or to 
encourage others who misuse it. 

B. Love. 
1. Christ’s command is for Christians to love one another. This is the 

basic ingredient of true godliness. 
2. To obey Christ fully, we must uphold His command to love others. 

Helping, giving, and meeting needs put love into practice. 
C. False leaders. 

1. We must be wary of “religious” people who are not true to Christ’s 
teaching. We should not give them a platform to spread false 
doctrine. 

2. Encouragement cannot be given to those who are opposed to 
Christ. God demands the removal of yourself from association with 
false teachers. 

VI.Conclusion 
A. There is a superficial sentimentalism today which recoils from the 

directness of John’s words. Too many consider them unloving. Do we 
criticize the doctor for being intolerant of disease? Would any of us 
knowingly welcome a deadly virus into our bodies? 

B. The Jews denied that Christ had come in the flesh. The Gnostics 
denied that Christ could come in the flesh. Both doctrines are 
condemned in the New Testament. 

C. We have to live among different types of people and their beliefs, and 
we should truly love enough to teach them; but to fellowship with 
them in Christ-dishonoring falsehood is a betrayal of our love to the 
Lord who bought us.


