
An Overview Of The Bible 
3 John 

I. Introduction 
A. Hospitality always costs — in time, energy, and money. But how we 

treat others reflects our true values — what is really important to us. 
Do we see people as unique creations of a loving God? 

B. Perhaps the most effective way to demonstrate God’s values to others 
is to provide hospitality as we can. Third John is addressed to an 
individual, Gaius, making it the most personal of the three letters. 

II. The Structure Of 3 John 
A. For Gaius, hospitality was a habit, and his reputation for friendship 

and generosity, especially to traveling teachers and workers (v. 5), 
had spread. To affirm and thank Gaius for his godly lifestyle, and to 
encourage him in his faith, John wrote this personal note. 

B. John’s format for this letter centers around three men: Gaius, the 
example of one who follows Christ and loves others (vv. 1-8); 
Diotrephes, the self-proclaimed church leader who does not reflect 
God’s values (vv. 9-11); and Demetrius, who also follows the truth (v. 
12). John encourages Gaius to practice hospitality, continue to walk in 
the truth, and do what is right. 

C. Although this is a personal letter, we can look over the shoulder of 
Gaius and apply its lessons to our life. As you read 3 John, with which 
man do you identify? Are you a Gaius, generously giving to others? 
Are you a Demetrius, loving the truth? Or are you a Diotrephes, 
looking out for yourself? Determine to reflect Christ’s values in your 
life and your relationships, providing hospitality and showing the 
Lord’s love. 

III.The Outline Of 3 John 
A. Greeting (1). 
B. Gaius’ faithfulness praised (2-4). 
C. Hospitality encouraged (5-8). 
D. The evil activities of Diotrephes (9-10). 
E. The good example of Demetrius (11-12). 
F. Conclusion (13-14). 

IV.Authorship And Date 
A. Although it contains no clear historical indications of when or where 

they were written, John most likely composed all the letters in the 
latter part of the first century at Ephesus. The apostle’s repeated 
references to his readers as “little children” (2:1, 12, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 



5:21) implies that he was much older than them and that he wrote 1 
John toward the end of his life. 

B. Ephesus as the place of the three letters’ publication finds support 
from two lines of tradition: statements from Irenaeus in the second 
century and a comparison of the problems presented in these letters 
with the more complete description of the errors in the second 
century. 

V. Major Themes In 3 John 
A. Hospitality. 

1. John wrote to encourage those who were kind to others. Genuine 
hospitality for the traveling teachers was needed then and 
hospitality is still important today. 

2. Faithful Christians who make the sacrifice to teach the gospel in 
other countries need our support. Whenever you can extend help or 
hospitality to others, it will make you a fellow laborer in their work. 

B. Pride. 
1. Diotrephes not only refused to offer hospitality but also put himself 

first among the Christians. Pride disqualified him from being a real 
overseer. 

2. Elders have to shun pride and its effects on them. Diotrephes 
shows how easy it is to misuse positions in the church. 

C. Faithfulness. 
1. Gaius and Demetrius were commended for their faithful work in the 

church. They were held up as examples of faithful, selfless 
servants. 

2. Take every chance you can to not only serve faithfully yourself, but 
also encourage those who serve so that they will not grow weary of 
serving. 

VI.Conclusion 
A. The prayer of John for Gaius to have temporal as well as spiritual 

blessings is an indication that it is not wrong in the sight of Christ for 
one to possess this world’s good and benefits. 

B. It is wonderful to see the apostle John fighting the good fight of faith 
and commending the kind of life Christ requires of His followers.


