
An Overview Of The Bible 
Jude 

I. Introduction 
A. To protect from harm, to guard from attack, to repulse enemies — it is 

a rule of life that we fight for survival, defending with all our strength 
what is most precious to us, from every real or imagined attack. 

B. God’s word has infinite value and has been entrusted to Christ’s 
faithful followers. Many people live in opposition to God and His 
followers. They twist God’s words, seeking to deceive and destroy the 
unwary. 

II. The Structure Of Jude 
A. Opposition would come and godless teachers would arise, but 

Christians should “contend for the faith” (v. 3) by rejecting all 
falsehood and immorality (vv. 4-19), remembering God’s mighty acts 
of rescue and punishment (vv. 5-11, 14-16) and the warnings of the 
apostles (vv. 17-19). 

B. His readers are to build up their own faith through prayer (v. 20), 
keeping close to Christ (v. 21), helping others (vv. 22-23), and hating 
sin (v. 23). Then Jude concludes with a glorious benediction of praise 
to God (vv. 24-25). 

III.The Outline Of Jude 
A. Greeting (1-2). 
B. Jude’s purpose for writing (3-4). 
C. Warning against false teachers (5-19). 

1. Examples of judgment on the apostate (5-7). 
a) Unbelieving Israel (5). 
b) Fallen angels (6). 
c) Sodom and Gomorrah (7). 

2. The wickedness of the false teachers (8-13). 
a) Their arrogance and slander (8-10). 
b) Comparison with Cain, Balaam, and Korah (11). 
c) Their selfishness and usefulness (12-13). 

3. Prophecies against the false teachers (14-19). 
a) By Enoch (14-16). 
b) By the apostles (17-19). 

D. Exhortations to Christians (20-23). 
E. Conclusion (24-25). 



IV.Authorship And Date 
A. Jude identifies himself as “a brother of James” (v. 1), the half brother 

of Jesus (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3) who wrote the letter of James 
(James 1:1) and became an elder of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 
15:6, 13). The writer of this epistle was the half brother of Christ, 
called “Judas” in Mark 6:3. The resurrected Christ was seen by James 
(1 Corinthians 15:7), so both James and Judas probably became 
Christians about the same time. 

B. Doubts about Jude have sprung more from his use of extracanonical 
material than from the probability of pseudonymous authorship. 
1. However, this use of material does not need to disturb one’s faith in 

the reliability of the Bible. Jude quotes the pseudepigraphal 
apocalypse of 1 Enoch and alludes to a reference in The 
Assumption of Moses. 

2. This does not mean that he considered these books to be equal to 
the inspired scriptures. Paul quoted from heathen poets without 
implying their inspiration (Acts 17:28; 1 Corinthians 15:33; Titus 
1:12). These quotations have not caused anyone to doubt Paul’s 
authorship. 

C. Since we know nothing about Jude’s life, we cannot draw any 
conclusions about the date of the letter. Any time from A.D. 66 to A.D. 
75-80 could be possible. It is commonly dated around A.D. 75. 

V. Major Themes In Jude 
A. False teachers. 

1. Jude warns against false teachers who reject the lordship of Christ, 
undermine the faith of Christians, and lead them astray. These 
teachers and any who follow them will be punished. 

2. We constantly and staunchly defend the truth of Christ. Avoid those 
who distort the Bible to suit their own purposes. Genuine servants 
of God will faithfully portray Christ in their words and conduct. 

B. Apostasy. 
1. Jude also warns against turning away from Christ. Remember that 

God punishes rebellion against Him. We must be careful not to drift 
away from a faithful devotion to Christ. 

2. Those who do not seek to know the truth in the Bible are 
susceptible to apostasy. Christians must guard against any false 
teachings that would distract them from the truth preached by the 
apostles and written in God’s word. 

VI.Conclusion 
A. How much do you value God’s word, the fellowship of the church, and 

obedience to Jesus Christ? Many false teachers are waiting to destroy 



your faith, the credibility of God’s word, and the unity of the body of 
Christ. 

B. God’s truth goes forth, carried and defended by those who have 
devoted their lives to His Son. It is an important task, an awesome 
responsibility, and a profound privilege to have this commission.


