
An Overview Of The Bible 
Revelation 

I. Introduction 
A. Revelation is a book of hope. John, the apostle and eyewitness of 

Jesus, proclaimed that the victorious Lord would vindicate the 
righteous and judge the wicked. But Revelation is also a book of 
warning. All was not well within the churches of Asia, so Christ called 
the members to commit themselves to live righteously. 

B. Although Jesus gave this revelation of Himself to John nearly 2,000 
years ago, it still stands as a comfort and challenge to God’s people 
today. We can take heart as we understand John’s vision of hope: 
Christ will vindicate His people and judge all who defy Him. 

II. The Structure Of Revelation 
A. John begins his book by explaining how he received his revelation 

from God (1:1-20). He then recorded specific messages from Jesus to 
the seven churches in Asia (2:1-3:22). Only two churches came 
through the examination without condemnation, proving that Christ 
knows all and will examine His flock. 

B. Next, John opened the realm of Heaven to us in a throne scene 
(4:1-5:14). The series of seals and trumpets showed that judgment 
was coming to the Earth for the sins of the Roman Empire 
(6:1-11:19). At this point, the book returned to the birth of Christ and 
dealt more with the great spiritual forces in back of the events which 
were previously described. After the birth of the man-child, there is 
war in Heaven (12:1-14:20). The bowls of wrath are released on the 
Earth, signaling the judgment to come on the Roman Empire 
(15:1-16:21). The Battle of Armageddon and the fall of the harlot 
demonstrated that God would win the victory (17:1-18:24). The 
complete and final victory over the real adversary, Satan, is detailed in 
19:1-20:15. 

C. Revelation concludes with a beautiful description of the heavenly 
Jerusalem and a promise of Christ’s return (21:1-22:21). In the end, 
John breathes a prayer that has been echoed by Christians through 
the centuries: “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (v. 20). 

III.The Outline Of Revelation 
A. The seven churches of Asia (1:1-3:22). 

1. The revelation of Jesus Christ (1:1-10). 
2. The epistles to the churches (2:1-3:22). 

B. The struggle on Earth (4:1-11:19) 
1. The throne scene (4:1-5:14). 



2. The opening of the first six seals (6:1-17). 
3. First interlude (7:1-17). 
4. The seventh seal and the first four trumpets (8:1-13). 
5. The fifth and sixth trumpets (9:1-21). 
6. Second interlude (10:1-11). 
7. The seventh trumpet and the final woe (11:1-19). 

C. The deeper spiritual background (12:1-20:15). 
1. The underlying conflict (12:1-17). 
2. The emerging of the dragon’s helpers (13:1-18). 
3. God’s righteous judgments (14:1-20). 
4. The seven last plagues (15:1-8). 
5. The bowls of wrath (16:1-21). 
6. Babylon the great (17:1-18). 
7. The fall of Babylon (18:1-24). 
8. The victory of Christ over all foes (19:1-21). 
9. To the end of the world (20:1-15). 

D. The new Jerusalem (21:1-22:21). 
1. The eternal state (21:1-22:5). 
2. Epilogue (22:6-21). 

IV.Authorship And Date 
A. The book states that the author’s name was John (1:4, 9; 22:8), a 

prophet (22:9). The style of the Revelation is different from that of the 
gospel and the three epistles of John, but that in itself does not prove 
that Revelation was written by a different John. The character of 
apocalyptic literature, the unveiling of information via visions, and the 
circumstances of John’s exile could satisfactorily account for the 
differences in style. 

B. Some claim the book was written during Nero’s persecution of 
Christians after the burning of Rome in A.D. 64. However, the more 
probable date is during the reign of Domitian (A.D. 81-96). This later 
date for the book was held by Irenaeus and other early writers, and it 
agrees better with the conditions of the churches in the early chapters. 
This means that Revelation was written during a time when Christians 
were threatened by Rome to renounce their faith and worship the 
emperor. 

V. Major Themes In Revelation 
A.  God’s sovereignty. 

1. God is sovereign. He is greater than any power in the universe. God 
is not to be compared with any leader, government, or religion. He 
controls history for the purpose of uniting obedient Christians in 
fellowship with Him. 



2. Though Satan’s power may temporarily increase, we are not to be 
led astray. He is in control. He will bring His children safely into 
eternal life. Because He cares for us, we can trust Him with our 
lives in the midst of difficulties. 

B. Christ’s return. 
1. Christ came to earth as a “Lamb,” the symbol of His perfect 

sacrifice for our sins. He “returned” in judgment as the triumphant 
“Lion,” the ruler and conqueror of the kingdoms of men. 

2. Jesus demonstrated that He can and will defeat Satan, judge all 
those who reject Him, and ultimately bring His faithful people into 
eternity. Assurance of Christ’s judgment of evil gives suffering 
Christians the strength to endure. 

C. God’s faithful people. 
1. John wrote to encourage the church to resist the demands to 

worship the Roman emperor. He warns all God’s faithful people to 
be devoted only to Christ. Revelation identifies God’s faithful 
people. 

2. You can take your place in the ranks of God’s faithful people by 
believing in Christ. Victory is sure for those who resist temptation 
and make loyalty to the Lord their top priority. 

D. Judgment. 
1. One day God’s anger toward sin will be fully and completely 

unleashed. Satan will be defeated with all of his angels. False 
religion will be destroyed. God will reward the faithful with eternal 
life, but all who refuse to believe in Him will face eternal 
punishment. 

2. Wickedness will not prevail forever — God’s final judgment is 
coming. We need to be certain of our place before Jesus if we want 
to escape this great final judgment. No one who rejects Christ will 
escape God’s punishment. 

E. Hope. 
1. One day God will usher Christians into the new heavens and new 

earth. Christians will live with Him forever in perfect peace and 
security. Those who have already died will be raised to life. 

2. Our great hope is what Christ promises will come true. When we 
have confidence in our final destination, we can follow Jesus with 
unwavering dedication no matter what we face. We can be 
encouraged by hoping in Christ’s return. 

VI.Conclusion 
A. As you read the Book of Revelation, marvel with John at the wondrous 

panorama of God’s revealed plan. 



B. Listen as Christ warns the churches, and root out any sin that destroys 
your faithfulness to Him. Be full of hope, knowing that God is in 
control, Christ’s victory is assured, and all who trust and obey Him will 
be saved.


