
Paul’s Letters To Corinth
Among the 13 letters which are attributed to Paul are his first and second 
letters to Corinth. While some suppose a third letter (supposedly lost) was 
dispatched to them from him, it is not our design in this introduction, to deal 
with whether there was, or was not, such a letter. Our purpose is simply to 
set the stage for articles and comments on pertinent passages by giving 
information about the church to which Paul penned these two letters.

Corinth, in Paul’s day, had passed the zenith of its glory, yet was still an 
important city. Imperial Rome made two provinces of what is commonly 
called “Greece;” Macedonia and Achaia with Philippi being the capitol of 
Macedonia, and Corinth the capitol of Achaia. The city’s principal deity was 
Venus and an imposing temple had been erected to honor this “goddess of 
love.” Because of the very nature of worship to her (1,000 “sacred” 
prostitutes were here) the moral character of Corinthians reflected the 
character of this idol. The term “to Corinthianize” was synonymous with one 
given over to all immoral excesses and Paul’s warning that “fornicators, 
adulterers, effeminate, abusers of themselves with men” would not inherit 
the kingdom of God with the added statement, “and such were some of 
you,” shows that some in the Corinthian church were of the same sordid 
character as the city (1 Cor. 6:9-11).

The Corinthian church was begun by Paul on his second journey; a journey 
which had included, at one time or another, Luke, Silas, and Timothy. Paul 
planted churches successively in Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea, as well as 
making a few converts in Athens (Acts 16-17). Persecution and trials that 
persistently followed him all the way from Philippi to Athens, and he crossed 
alone from Athens to Corinth (Acts 18:1). His was a dispirited heart for he 
wrote, “And I was with you in weakness, and in fear and in much trembling 
…” (1 Cor. 2:3). God met his needs, however for soon “the Lord said unto 
Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak and hold not thy 
peace, for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to harm thee,” and 
it was so (Acts 18:9). Paul’s labors here were very productive: “Many of the 
Corinthians, hearing believed and were baptized” (Act 18:8). Further, Paul 
was blessed in meeting Aquila and Priscilla; a couple that would remain 
lifelong friends and supporters of him. Paul labored in Corinth about 18 
months.

After a speedy trip to Jerusalem, he returned to Ephesus where he stayed 
for three years. He had left Priscilla and Aquila here and together a strong 
church began and functioned here.



While he was in Ephesus disturbing word came to him that all was not well in 
Corinth. Brethren from Corinth disclosed to him that Corinth was rent by 
party spirit; some saying they were of Paul, others of Apollos, Cephas, or 
Christ (1 Cor. 1:10ff). Many issues existed among them which were of carnal 
nature and while Corinth had written Paul questions about marriage, eating 
meats sacrificed to idols and spiritual gifts, they neglected to relate anything 
about their divisions, immorality, disgracing the Lord’s Supper, lawsuits, and 
denial of the resurrection. Such problems were enough to make the apostle 
weep with heart sickness. So, Paul speedily wrote his first letter to them, 
dispatching it by the hand of Titus. Shortly thereafter, a riot erupted in 
Ephesus, ignited by a heathen silversmith; which riot closed the door to 
further work by Paul in that city.

Paul’s concern over the reception the Corinthians had given to his letter 
caused him to begin traveling in the direction which Titus (with a first hand 
report of Corinthian reaction to Paul’s letter) would also travel on his return 
trip from Corinth. The two met somewhere in Macedonia, and while Titus 
brought good news, the good was mixed with bad. There was still a remnant 
in Corinth which had not repented. So Paul wrote another letter (his 
second), sending it ahead of him, much more severe than the first in which 
he warned that when he came, he “would not spare.” That second letter 
apparently produced the fruit Paul hoped for. His letter to Rome was written 
from Corinth and in it displays a peaceful tone, such as of a man at peace in 
his soul. These letters were likely written in either A.D. 56 or A.D. 57.
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