
We Live In Perilous Times 
Introduction. Realclearpolitics.com does a great job at tracking presidential 

polls, and after a few primaries and debates, the field is narrowing for the Democratic 
nominee. Elizabeth Warren did well in the debate against Mike Bloomberg. Joe Biden is 
struggling at the moment. Bernie Sanders, to the displeasure of his party, is the current 
front runner. And Pete Buttigieg, the former mayor of South Bend, Indiana, is well 
behind in fifth place in the national polls.


But Buttigieg has made a lot of waves and been discussed a lot in the media. 
One could say that the news media has been pushing “Mayor Pete,” often comparing 
him to President Barack Obama. Buttigieg is often described as youthful, articulate, 
and fresh. One news article wrote, “He’s Christian, progressive, and gay.” Buttigieg, 
who was raised Catholic and a declared Episcopalian, often refers to his faith in 
campaign speeches, cites Bible verses, and claims that he is closer to God after 
marrying his husband in June 2018.


This is the first time in American history that we have had an openly gay 
presidential candidate. I’m no prophet, but I don’t think Buttigieg will be the 
Democratic nominee, much less President. But one day, I’m pretty sure something like 
this will happen. What should Christians do?


I. The Times We Live In 
A. Perspective often helps us to settle our hearts about the present. It’s so easy to 

fall into the rut of thinking that we’re on a slow, inevitable decline into secularism 
and ungodliness.

1. But many world cultures have a cyclical view of life instead of a linear one. 

History is marked, not by a long, irreversible decline, but by seasons of 
renewal, revival, and return.


2. We tend to romanticize the past. However, early America was a godless 
place. Church attendance grew from the Revolutionary period and then 
peaked in the 1950s, likely as a result of World War II. It has been slowly 
declining since then. But it’s very likely that it will rise in the future. It will be 
time for a new remnant to be formed!


B. To help you even more, imagine being a Christian in New Testament times. 
Paganism was widely practiced. The governors were corrupt. Most of the 
Roman Emperors were homosexuals and even pedophiles.

1. The Roman historian Suetonius wrote that the Emperor Tiberius, who was in 

power during Jesus’ day, retired to the island of Capri to engage in “wanton 
sexual pleasure” with young boys and girls.


2. Nero was the Roman Emperor during Paul’s ministry. Nero was a fornicator, 
adulterer, and pedophile. The sexual pervert once married a 12-year-old boy, 
Sporus, and paraded him through the streets of Rome.


C. Author and professor Dr. Michael Brown recently wrote, “Choosing an out and 
proud ‘married’ gay man to run for president, let alone become president, would 
contribute to the further degeneration and moral confusion of our society along 
with further attacks on our most fundamental rights.”
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1. If Buttigieg were nominated and elected, you can expect the radical 
homosexual agenda and activism to accelerate and intensify with a 
President proud of his homosexuality.


2. Already on the campaign trail, Buttigieg has been seen kissing his husband 
and citing “biblical evidence” to justify same-sex marriage. In one interview, 
Buttigieg described his journey of faith and his desire for religion in his 
campaign to be used not “as a cudgel [club] but invoked as a way of calling 
us to higher values.”


3. But Buttigieg is reading a different Bible than I am. Paul, who lived in Nero’s 
day, called homosexuality a sin along with adultery and fornication (1 
Corinthians 6:9-11; 1 Timothy 1:8-11; Hebrews 13:4; 2 Peter 2:6-7; Jude 7). 
He also described it as “debased,” “shameful,” and “against 
nature” (Romans 1:24-28).


D. Finally, we need to remember that homosexuality is no worse, biblically 
speaking, than adultery, lying, burglary, bribery, and cheating — all of which has 
been well established as occurring during the last forty-five presidencies.


II. What Can The Church Do?

A. Long ago David asked, “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the 

righteous do?” (Psalm 11:3). In the day when it feels the moral foundations of 
our world are being destroyed, we ask, “What can the church do?”


B. In response to this question, I offer the following answers:

1. The church can respect the presidency.


a) Just like we ought to pray for President Trump with his checkered moral 
past, we would be called on to pray for future Presidents regardless of 
their sexual preferences (1 Timothy 2:2).


b) When asked whether or not it was right to pay taxes to the corrupt 
Roman Empire, Jesus said, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s” (Matthew 22:21). A Christian still obeys the law.


2. The church can avoid the danger of conformity.

a) The church exists in the world but must not be of the world (Romans 

12:1-2). There’s a saying that you don’t wrestle with a pig. Both of you 
will get covered in mud, but the pig will like it.


b) I’ve been around long enough to have seen a lot of evangelism tactics. 
I’ve seen radio ads, television ads, newspaper ads, auto-dialers, Jule 
Miller filmstrips and videos, fair booths, billboards, single one-hour Bible 
studies, bulletins, Dial-a-Bible Readings, cottage classes, livestreams, 
correspondence courses, and debates.


c) But if a church is made up of people who correctly understand 200 
issues, but their lives don’t show superior conduct, servitude, and 
holiness, don’t expect an auto dialer, computer, printer, broadcast 
antenna, cable station, or wireless router to compensate for the failure.

(1) When church members think, dress, talk, and chase money and 

status symbols like the world, it is the world that is winning them, not 
the other way around (1 Corinthians 5:6).
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(2) When Christians are selfish, egotistical, arrogant, and shallow, they do 
not move the world to a higher plane (Matthew 5:8).


(3) If our families are splitting up, our children are dropping out, and our 
homes are little different from our neighbors, then our “light” gets 
difficult to notice (Matthew 5:13-16; 2 Corinthians 6:17-7:1; 
Philippians 2:14-16; James 1:27; 1 Peter 2:9).


3. The church can take a firm stand against all evil.

a) Christians in every community should be known for their stand against 

drinking, pornography, sexual permissiveness, tobacco and drug use, 
divorce and remarriage for any reason, and many other forms of sin.


b) This strong posture should be reflected from the pulpit, the classroom, 
and every other avenue available. We should be known for holding fast to 
what is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21).


4. The church can continue to preach the gospel any way she can.

a) This, in the final analysis, is the only remedy for the immorality found in 

the world. While we sometimes think this is a hopeless task, it is not.

b) The gospel is still the power of God to salvation (Romans 1:16), and it is 

still our job to evangelize the world (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16). 
However they decide to spread the message, churches should never lose 
their edge or aggressiveness in converting people to Christ.


c) The church at Corinth was composed of people who formerly had led 
very immoral lives. With faith and courage, we can battle against 
wickedness, realizing that through Jesus we will prevail (Revelation 
17:14). Remember, the hope for the Western world is not in a political 
party, it’s in Jesus Christ.


Conclusion. We’re living in perilous times: “Do not be unwise, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is” (Ephesians 5:17). We’re not motivated by partisan politics 
or a hatred of homosexuals, but by moral and biblical considerations. Those 
considerations compel you to become a Christian, so we ask you obey while we offer 
this convenient opportunity.


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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