
Are You Sure? 
Introduction. Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 

spirit, that we are the children of God.” Paul is attesting that the word of God, revealed 
by the Holy Spirit, communicates to us that we can be sure that we are children of 
God. However, this is not just a feeling, it is an objective knowledge gained from God’s 
word. So we want to see how we can be sure about our voyage to heaven?


I. You’re Saved Accurately 
A. We can know what to do to be saved by observing what men and women in the 

first century did to be saved.
1. The people at Pentecost (Acts 2:38, 41).
2. The Samaritans (Acts 8:6, 12).
3. The eunuch (Acts 8:35-38).
4. Saul (Acts 9:17-18).
5. Cornelius (Acts 10:44-48).
6. Lydia (Acts 16:14-15).
7. The jailer (Acts 16:31-33).
8. The Corinthians (Acts 18:5-8).
9. The Ephesians (Acts 19:4-5).

B. For centuries, the religious world has been at odds with the New Testament on 
the subject of baptism. But baptism’s essentiality is radically demonstrated by 
observing what you cannot do without baptism.
1. Obey Christ’s commands (Matthew 28:19).
2. Be saved (Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21).
3. Enter the kingdom (John 3:3, 5).
4. Have remission of sins (Acts 2:38).
5. Wash away sins (Acts 22:16).
6. Walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4).
7. Be in the one body (1 Corinthians 12:13).
8. Put on Christ (Galatians 3:27).

II. You’re A Member Of The Right Church 
A. The right church means that you are not a member of Catholicism.

1. The Roman Catholic Church did not come into existence in a full-grown state 
until A.D. 606, nearly 600 years after the Lord’s church was established on 
Pentecost (Mark 9:1; Acts 1:8; 2:1-47).

2. There is hardly a cardinal doctrine peculiar to the Catholic Church that does 
not contradict the scriptures (Mariolatry, primacy of Peter, purgatory, extreme 
unction or last rites, celibacy, indulgences, etc.). None of these are advocated 
by the New Testament church because these doctrines cannot be found in 
the New Testament.

B. The right church means that you are not a member of a Protestant denomination.
1. All of the Protestant denominations of our day were established by men 

hundreds of years after Pentecost (Acts 2:1).
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a) Lutheran — A.D. 1530.
b) Episcopal — A.D. 1534.
c) Presbyterian — A.D. 1541.
d) Baptist — A.D. 1607.
e) Methodist — A.D. 1730.
f) Other Pentecostal and holiness groups came along in the 1800-1900s.

2. Denominational earmarks are conspicuously absent in the church of the New 
Testament: Prayer altars, voting on baptismal candidates, mechanical 
instruments of music in worship, choirs, universal/territorial organizations, 
unscriptural designations, gay and lesbian clergy, etc.

C. The right church means that you are not a member of a Jewish synagogue.
1. The Old Testament, the foundation of Judaism, has been done away 

(Romans 7:1-7; Ephesians 2:14-15; Colossians 2:14-17).
2. We are now under the New Testament and are to hear Christ, not Moses (2 

Corinthians 3:6; Acts 3:22-23; Matthew 17:5; Hebrews 1:1-4).
3. In Christ, there is no Jew or Gentile (Galatians 3:28; Colossians 3:11). Being 

a Jew spiritually, not literally, is what matters (Romans 2:28; Galatians 6:16).
D. The right church means that you are aligned with the Lord.

1. Our Lord did not align Himself with any party or division during His earthly 
ministry. There were four principle divisions among the Jews: the Pharisees, 
the Sadducees, the Herodians, and the Zealots. Although each advocated 
some truth, our Lord did not identify Himself with any of them.

2. Jesus was interested in religious unity.
a) He prayed for unity (John 17:20-21).
b) He paid for unity (Ephesians 2:16).
c) He plead for unity (1 Corinthians 1:10).
d) He planned for unity (Ephesians 4:1-6).

3. Unity is the antithesis of denominationalism. Our Lord is actually antidenom-
inational and undenominational. His church and Christians must be the same.

4. The right church possesses other important characteristics:
a) The right church has the proper law.

(1) The law of the United States is our Constitution, but the law governing 
the church is the Bible, the word of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17; James 
1:25).

(2) The Confession of Faith, the Articles of Religion, the Book of Mormon, 
the Koran, or other disciplines, manuals, or creeds are wrong laws.

b) The right church has the proper name.
(1) Individual names: saints (Romans 1:7), believers (1 Timothy 4:12), 

disciples (Acts 20:7), and Christians (Acts 11:26).
(2) Collective names: church (Acts 5:11), church of God (1 Corinthians 

1:2), church of Christ (Romans 16:16), and church of the firstborn 
(Hebrews 12:23).

(3) I don’t necessarily have to go by the name that all other Christians go 
by, but I do have to go by one that God selects. In other words, in the 
New Testament days, there were no Baptists, Methodists, Catholics, 
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etc. Furthermore, there were no Baptist Churches, Methodist 
Churches, Catholic Churches, etc.

c) The right church has the proper organization.
(1) A church consists of elders, deacons, and saints (Philippians 1:1).
(2) Elders were ordained in every church (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5).
(3) Elders were men particularly qualified (1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:6-9).
(4) The members submitted to the elders (Hebrews 13:17).
(5) Their rule was limited to their own local congregation (1 Peter 5:1-2).

III. You’re Worshiping Correctly 
A. Early disciples engaged in prayer (Acts 2:42), singing (Ephesians 5:19), 

partaking of the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7), studying the scriptures (Acts 20:7, 
20), and contributing of their means (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).


B. But the worship of the church began changing soon after the first century. 
Doctrines such as holy water, penance, mass, instrumental music, 
transubstantiation, auricular confession, and sprinkling for baptism began to 
flourish in churches.


C. Now, we’ve seen churches move into the entertainment sector, offering plays, 
skits, and dramas accompanied by lights, smoke, and thumping music. 
furthermore, the offer of recreation draws as many as possible to their 
“worship.” However, this is not the worship of New Testament disciples. We 
could understand more readily if the New Testament was a “living document,” 
allowing for cultural and societal change, but it is not. We hold dearly to New 
Testament doctrines because that’s what God wants us to do (Jude 3). The New 
Testament is always sufficient (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3).


IV. You’re Living Righteously 
A. Living righteously means that I give focus to doing those positive commands of 

God. This is how I show my love for God (John 14:15). This runs a large gamut 
from being honest (Ephesians 4:25) to helping others in need (Matthew 
25:34-36). These righteous precepts make us better, more spiritual, and more 
compassionate people.


B. It also means that I remove sin from my life and keep myself pure (James 1:27; 1 
Peter 4:1-6). There is no such concept in the New Testament as the Christian 
“bad boy” or “bad girl” that drinks or uses profane language — that’s just plain 
rebellion against God. Is that being holy, honestly? Can you prove your conduct 
by scripture (Colossians 3:17)?


Conclusion. It’s always best to “examine yourself” (2 Corinthians 13:5). 
Christians may have a lot of anxiety over whether they are good enough for God’s 
grace, but if we follow God’s pattern (Hebrews 8:5), the Holy Spirit is telling us that, 
with God’s grace, we can be sure about our voyage to heaven.
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