
Resisting The Holy Spirit 
Introduction. Stephen is introduced to the Bible story in Acts 6 as one of the 

special servants chosen to minister to the widows of the growing church. In Acts 7, 
Stephen preaches one of the most eloquent sermons recorded in the Bible. He tells the 
history of Israel from Abraham to the current day, and when he reaches his conclusion, 
he directly says, “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye” (v. 51).


The idea of resisting something means more than simply ignoring it. The word 
“resist” means to fall against or on something. In this sense, to resist is to oppose or 
strive against something. These Jews were not indifferent about the gospel. They were 
opposing the gospel with all their might.


The Holy Spirit was sent by God to help save men from their sins. We’re going to 
see that to reject the Holy Spirit is to reject the salvation of the Lord.


I. The Importance Of The Holy Spirit 
A. The Holy Spirit is God.


1. Unfortunately, one of the many misunderstandings of people regards the 
nature of the Holy Spirit.

a) He is routinely called “it” by people who should know better.

b) Most people think of the Holy Spirit as a mindless, impersonal force 

which God uses to control men and their actions.

2. Peter told Ananias in Acts 5:3-4 that he had lied to the Holy Spirit, and in 

doing so, he had lied to God.

B. The Holy Spirit reveals the will of God.


1. John 16:7-13.

2. Ephesians 3:5.

3. 2 Timothy 3:16.


C. The Holy Spirit supplies the mercy of God.

1. Without the Holy Spirit, men would have no hope of salvation.


a) Peter on Pentecost preached salvation to his audience (Acts 2:14-36).

b) Without the Holy Spirit, men would live their whole lives in the same 

condition of ignorance about their spiritual condition as the Jews were as 
Pentecost dawned (Acts 2:37).


c) They did not know what to do to be saved until Peter, by the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, told them (Acts 2:38).


d) With words supplied to Him by the Holy Spirit, Peter told the Jews to 
“save yourselves from this crooked and perverse generation” (Acts 2:40).


2. Modern man still needs God’s mercy:

a) Because temptation is overwhelming (Matthew 26:41).

b) Because the devil never will stop stalking us (1 Peter 5:8).

c) Because all of us sin (Galatians 3:22).

d) Because sin separates all of us from God (Isaiah 59:2).

e) Because we are prone to sin often (1 John 2:1).

f) Because we have no hope of saving ourselves (John 3:19).
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3. Noah is our example of God’s mercy on display.

a) God was longsuffering in the days of Noah (1 Peter 3:20).

b) Noah was a preacher of righteousness (2 Peter 2:5).

c) From the pronouncement of the flood until its actual coming was 120 

years (Genesis 6:3).

d) Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 

1:20-21). This surely means that Noah preached by inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit too.


e) Therefore God extended His mercy to the ancient world for 120 years 
while Noah preached and built the ark.


II. To Resist The Holy Spirit Spells Eternal Doom 
A. Consider the point of Stephen’s sermon.


1. Time and again God had sent holy men called prophets to Israel.

2. Time and again Israel rejected the prophets, causing their severance from 

God, and their destruction. They even killed some of the prophets.

3. And now, the descendants of the prophet-killers have rejected and killed the 

Christ. These people desperately needed the mercy of God.

B. The Holy Spirit was man’s last offering of hope for salvation.


1. According to Calvinism, man cannot resist the Holy Spirit.
a) This false doctrine teaches that God saves the elect by sending the Holy 

Spirit on them, causing them to respond to the gospel in faith, thus 
securing their eternal salvation.

b) The Jews had never yielded to the Holy Spirit (Matthew 23:34-39). Their 
problem was not a lack of knowledge but a lack of will (John 7:17).

2. It’s like a man who has fallen in a raging river, headed for a deadly water fall.

a) He is thrown three ropes.

b) He rejects the first rope, but he can grab the second. He might reject the 

first and second, but then grab the third. If he rejects the third rope that 
was thrown to save him, he is going to go over the falls, and nothing can 
save him.


c) God sent the prophets to preach and warn men against sin. Then He sent 
Jesus to die for the sins of the world. Now he has sent the Holy Spirit to 
tell you and me what to do to be saved. If we reject the Holy Spirit, we 
have rejected the last hope that we have.


3. Jesus said we can blaspheme the Holy Spirit of God (Matthew 12:31; Mark 
3:28-29; Luke 12:10).

a) The Pharisees had attributed the works of the Holy Spirit by whose 

power Jesus worked His miracles to the devil. The punishment is eternal 
because the sin is continual. They were set in their ways.


b) The punishment is eternal because of the circumstance in which the sin 
was committed. Those who reject the New Testament have no other 
source of salvation.


4. Paul said we can grieve the Holy Spirit of God (Ephesians 4:30).

a) “Grieving” the Spirit reflects a serious offense; in Isaiah 63:10, it refers to 

Israel’s rebellion in the wilderness, which led to their rejection by God.
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b) Similarly, Israel’s rebellion against the Spirit led Moses to sin with his 
mouth according to Psalm 106:33 (cp. Numbers 20:10).


c) The context of Ephesians 4 (vv. 17-32) shows this to be personal 
conduct. God was grieved by ungodly conduct in Genesis 6:5-6, and 
when we disobey, it grieves the Spirit.


5. The Hebrew writer said we can insult the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 10:29).

a) The writer invites the readers to work out for themselves how much more 

serious is the punishment of one who falls away from Christ — the willful 
sin of vv. 25-26.


b) This verb means not only outrage, but insolence. It is an arrogant 
rejection of the Spirit through whose agency grace has come to man. 
Willful sin is an insult to the Spirit, who brings the grace of God to us (cp. 
Acts 20:32).


C. To reject the Holy Spirit results in a heart that can no longer hear God’s 
pleading.

1. Stephen told the Jews that they were descendants of those who consistently 

rejected the pleading of God to repent.

2. His audience proved they were of the same stock when they “gnashed on 

him with their teeth” and stoned him to death.

3. Those who reject the Holy Spirit and the salvation that He offers are like …


a) The false teacher who tells lies so long and so much that his conscience 
is seared (1 Timothy 4:2).


b) The sinful Gentiles (Ephesians 4:17-19).

(1) (v. 17) – Who walk in the futility of their mind.

(2) (v. 18a) – Who have their understanding darkened.

(3) (v.18b) – Who are ignorant and blind in their hearts.

(4) (v. 19) – Who are past feeling.


c) The sinful Romans who did not retain God in their knowledge, and whom 
God gave over to a debased mind to do what is not fitting, and are filled 
with all unrighteousness, etc. (Romans 1:28).


Conclusion. This is why we are so urgent in our preaching. It’s not for dramatic 
purposes. It’s to pierce the heart and cause people to repent. This is the Holy Spirit at 
work. And if you resist this, you’ve resisted God’s last means of salvation for you.


I am deeply indebted to David Weaks for the use of his material.
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