
The Greatness Of The Church  
Introduction. Some today want to be spiritual but not religious. They don’t want 

the trappings of “church.” Maybe they’re disgusted with the abuse of the Catholic 
Church, or maybe they’re outraged with the lavish lifestyles of the televangelists, or 
maybe they’re appalled with the syrupy-sweet feel-goodism of the mega pastors.


The church soon left the confines of the Bible (cp. Acts 20:29-30), but centuries 
later men were determined to restore the church to its original glory. I can be a member 
of that church now by looking at the pattern of identifying marks in the New Testament.


Ephesians 3:21 says that the glory of God is reflected in the church by Christ 
Jesus. The church of Christ is the greatest institution of which one can be a member. 
The importance and greatness of the church can be seen in several different ways.


I. Planned Completeness 
A. From the divine side the church is perfect, complete, and lacking nothing. It 

cannot be improved on, for it was:

1. Purposed by God (Ephesians 3:10-11).

2. Prophesied by God’s prophets (Isaiah 2:2-4; Daniel 2:44; Joel 2:28-32).

3. Promised by God’s Son (Matthew 16:18-19).

4. Purchased by the blood of God’s Son (Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:23-26).


B. The church, known as God’s kingdom in the Old Testament, will endure and last 
forever (2 Samuel 7:12-13; Psalm 89:3-4; 132:11).


II. Perfect Commander 
A. Christ is the head of the church (Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18). As we 

obey His word, we are being led by Him. He will never lead us down the wrong 
path, for He came from the Father and knew no sin (Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15).


B. When Jesus spoke, people were amazed (Luke 2:47; Matthew 7:28-29). Even 
the people who were against Him impressed (John 7:46).


III. Powerful Communication 
A. That which the church is to communicate to others is the word of God, the most 

powerful message of all (2 Timothy 3:15-4:4; 1 Peter 4:11).

B. It’s not only powerful because it can save me (Romans 1:16-17; James 1:21), it’s 

also powerful because of its ability. I can gain knowledge (Galatians 4:21-31), 
comfort (Psalm 23:1-6), and encouragement (Acts 27:22-25) from the scriptures,


IV. Primary Charge 
A. A charge or commission of the church is the salvation of souls through the 

spreading of the gospel (Luke 19:10; Matthew 28:18-20).

B. Another commission of the church is to serve and strengthen its members and 

people in the world (Romans 14:19; Galatians 6:10).

C. A third charge for the church is to take care of the benevolent needs of its saints 

(Acts 2:44-45; 4:34-37; 11:27-29).
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D. Contrary to a lot of people’s belief, the church is not an entertainment or 
recreational facility. It’s not a political machine. It’s not a business venture. It’s 
not a school to teach secular subjects. it’s not a school of domestic relations.


V. Pleasant Companionship 
A. What a fellowship we have in Jesus Christ. To have fellowship with God and 

those who are godly is truly a great blessing (1 John 1:6-7).

B. We are called into fellowship with God through our relationship with Jesus 

Christ (1 Corinthians 1:9; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1).

C. Our fellowship represents a special spiritual relationship that we have among all 

Christians (Acts 2:42; Galatians 2:9).


Conclusion. As you can see, we have good reason to preach and proclaim the 
church’s importance among men. If people really understand what the church is 
supposed to be, and not what mankind has made it, they will be far more receptive to 
“pure and undefiled religion” (James 1:27), which includes obedience to Christ and 
membership and servitude in His church.


I am deeply indebted to Jerry Joseph for the use of his material.
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