
A Member Of The Body Of Christ 
Introduction. “The very word membership is of Christian origin, but it has been 

taken over by the world and emptied of all meaning,” wrote C. S. Lewis in one of his 
essays. Lewis further opined, “I am afraid that when we describe a man as ‘a member 
of the church’ we usually mean nothing Pauline” as he referred to Paul’s statements 
regarding members of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12-26).


Being a member of the body is not like being a member of a club. If you were to 
join the Kiwanis, Lions, or Rotary Club, you would be a member of a local club and 
expected to: (1) Attend a local meeting; (2) abide by the rules of the club; and, (3) pay 
monthly dues. Failure to do so could result in your termination from the club.


Too many Christians have that kind of view of the church. They attend just 
enough, behave well enough, and give just enough so their membership won’t be 
revoked. According to 1 Corinthians 12:12-26, that’s not a biblical view of being a saint 
or disciple in a local congregation.


Being a member is an analogy. Paul compared it to the physical body. The 
illustration is simple and obvious. The physical body has different members — eyes, 
ears, hands, and feet. The body is not one member. Just as the physical body has 
many members that work together in unity and harmony, so should the spiritual body 
function in the same way. This analogy teaches us several significant lessons.


I. The Rich Diversity Of The Members 
A. Just as the human body has different kinds of members, the body of Christ is 

composed of people of different nationalities, genders, education levels, 
occupations, and ages.


B. The diversity adds to the richness and beauty of the body. And just as 
importantly, they are all one in Christ (Romans 10:12; Galatians 3:28-29; 
Colossians 3:11).


II. The Mutual Dependence Of The Members 
A. No one can function effectively alone. This principle is helpfully illustrated when 

Aaron and Hur held up the hands of Moses so the Israelites could prevail 
against the Amalekites (Exodus 17:11-12). Staying connected to the body is 
essential to prevent decay and death.


B. My physical body depends a great deal on my right hand. I eat with it, type with 
it, and shake hands with it. But if I cut if off, it becomes useless and will die. 
Likewise, if you cut yourself off from the spiritual body, you will die spiritually. 
People who say, “I don’t need the church, I can get by fine without it” are 
mistaken (Hebrews 10:25-31). Jesus founded the church (Matthew 16:18), and it 
is a reflection of the wisdom of God (Ephesians 3:10-13). If you say you don’t 
need it, then you’re passing judgment on God’s wisdom.


III. The Varied Duties Of The Members 
A. The Corinthian text points out the varied roles and responsibilities of each 

member. All are different (12:1-11). In the mini-version of this analogy in Romans 
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12, Paul says we all have different gifts (vv. 3-8). They are God-given. Some 
have leadership skills. Others possess teaching talents. And then there are 
those who are really good at serving, sharing, and encouraging others.


B. What is your passion, gift, talent, or special ability? Much controversy and 
conflict could be spared the body of Christ if we would just each learn to do 
what we are able to do.


IV. The Common Importance Of The Members 
A. Paul tells us that all are important, but not equally so. The heart is more needed 

than the big toe. The lungs are more vital than the left thumb. So I need to be 
careful not to think of myself more highly than I should.


B. While every member has worth, value, and dignity, not everyone can be a 
preacher, pastor, deacon, or Bible class teacher. But each one has a place and a 
role to fill, whether it be benevolence (Acts 9:39), encouragement (Acts 
11:22-23), or service (1 Corinthians 16:15).


V. The Community Of Feeling Of The Members 
A. The physical body is self-protective. When something comes flying toward my 

eye, my right hand instinctively raises to protect it.

B. Similarity, we need to protect fragile, frail, and delicate members in the spiritual 

body (1 Thessalonians 5:14; Jude 22). We’re called to “care for one another” (1 
Corinthians 12:25). When one hurts we should all hurt, and we “weep with those 
who weep” (Romans 12:15).


VI. The Harmonious Working Of The Members 
A. The word “one” is used three times in 1 Corinthians 12:12. God wants us to be 

one (John 17:20-21; Ephesians 1:9-10).

B. Sadly, many churches are a divided mess. The leaders can’t agree. The 

members are estranged and embittered. The cause of Christ suffers and 
becomes a pathetic reproach. Unity takes effort, and harmony requires 
forgiving, patient work (Ephesians 4:1-3). But it’s worth it.


Conclusion. Don’t be just a “church member” — be an integral, functioning, and 
contributing member of the body of Christ. Be someone that God can depend on for 
strength and service, doing your part to perpetuate the gospel of Christ and the body 
of Christ in a wicked world.


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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