
“In Christ”

Introduction. You would think that a book with over 780,000 words would have 

a lot of significant ones — and you’d be right. Today we’re only going to discuss two. 
These two words are found together in the New Testament 77 times in the KJV. That 
alone suggests the importance of the concept represented by them.


I will also convey to you the importance of these two words by telling you that 
they are used together to speak of a special relationship you can have with Christ, the 
honor and blessings received through Him, and the responsibility taken on when 
entering this relationship. If you have not yet guessed, I want to talk to you about what 
it means to be “in Christ.”


As we explore four facets of what this means, I hope you will become endeared 
to Christ, and it will cause you to want to become a Christian if you are not one, or 
cause you as a Christian to let Christ better shine in your life.


I. We Are With Him 
A. God’s grand power through Christ has made us subservient to Him (Ephesians 

1:20-23; 2:6). This denotes our position.

B. Christ has all authority over us (Matthew 28:18; Acts 3:22-23; Colossians 

1:16-19). But this is far more than a Sovereign being able to tell us what to do.

1. We are united to Christ. We die with Him and live with Him. We share His 

sufferings and His joys.

2. We become dead to the world by virtue of His death; we become alive to 

God by virtue of His resurrection.

3. In heaven we will share His glory and partake of His triumphs.


II. We Are Honored Through Him 
A. Those who are in Christ have been received as His people. They demonstrate 

the Father’s nature of grace and therefore glorify Him (Ephesians 1:6, 9, 11; 
2:13, 21-22; 3:12). This denotes our privilege.


B. To be in Christ is more than being a Christian in name only (cp. 2 Timothy 3:5). 
For those who are faithful and true, Christ is not ashamed to call us brethren 
(Hebrews 2:11). He is a brother willing to die for you!


C. He knows us (2 Timothy 2:19; cp. Matthew 7:23, “I never knew you”) because 
we are friends with Him (John 15:14) and we are one with Him (John 17:21).


D. Those in Christ have Christ in them (Ephesians 3:17) and are partakers of His 
divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). Those immersed in Christ understand the inherent 
honor in Paul’s statement in Philippians 1:21: “For to me to live is Christ.”


III. We Are Blessed Through Him 
A. We have been spiritually blessed beyond measure (Ephesians 1:3, 7, 11; 3:6; 

6:10). This denotes our possession.

1. God blesses us physically (Matthew 5:45; Acts 14:17). God does so hoping 

to bring men to repentance (Romans 2:4).

2. If we have every spiritual blessing in Christ, what are these blessings?
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a) Adoption (Galatians 3:26; Ephesians 1:3-5).

(1) In John 8, there are two possibilities for fatherhood: Satan or God.


(a) We know what kind of father Satan is. His eternal destiny is hell 
and he wants as many of mankind as he can get to go there 
(Matthew 25:41; 1 Peter 5:8).


(b) Compare his malevolence with the rich man in torment. At least 
the rich man wanted Lazarus to warn his brothers (Luke 16:27-28).


(2) God, through His love, sent His only begotten Son to die so we could 
be His sons (1 John 3:1-2). In light of this, you have some serious 
questions to ponder today. Who is your Father right now? Does God 
refer to you as His child?


b) Redemption (Romans 3:24; Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19).

(1) We are “bought back” from “aimless conduct” (vanity) — sin and a 

sinful life with its consequences.

(2) Through redemption we are justified (1 Corinthians 6:11), reconciled 

(Colossians 1:19-20), and have knowledge of the righteousness of 
God (Romans 10:3).


c) Prayer (Matthew 7:11; Ephesians 3:20; James 4:2; 1 Peter 3:12).

d) Heirship (Romans 8:17; Ephesians 1:11; 1 Peter 1:4).


3. Those who are in Christ are blessed “according to the riches of God’s grace” 
(Ephesians 1:7; cp. 3:8; Philippians 4:19).

a) We are not just blessed out of the riches of His grace, but according to 

the riches of His grace. There is a difference.

b) Suppose you know of a good cause and you appeal to a billionaire. He 

gives you a $100 check. That’s not bad. But what if he gives you a blank 
check with instructions to fill in the amount you need? That’s immensely 
better — and that’s the way God blesses.


B. The glory of God’s riches and blessings are infinite, but none of them are 
available to those outside of Christ. Why are those of us who are in Christ often 
fearful of the world? The world belongs to the Sovereign Father of those in 
Christ (1 John 4:4)!


IV. We Are Sanctified Through Him 
A. Paul uses the term “walk” six times in Ephesians to speak of our conduct. We 

are to walk in righteousness and holiness (Ephesians 2:10; 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15). 
This denotes our practice.


B. We not only have blessings in Christ; we also have responsibilities.

1. Those in Christ have died to sin (Romans 6:11).

2. Those in Christ have put on Christ (Galatians 3:27).

3. Those in Christ conform to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29).

4. Those in Christ are imitators of Him (1 Corinthians 11:1).

5. Those in Christ are holy as He is holy (Ephesians 1:3-4).


C. If you are in Christ and Christ is in you, every aspect of your life is affected. Do 
people see Christ in you? Do they see Him at worship, work, school, or 
recreation? Do they see you treat your neighbor as Christ would treat them? Do 
they see in you what God tells you to be as a spouse, parent, or child?
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D. Do they see your life devoid of the works of the flesh and full of the fruit of the 
Spirit (Galatians 5:19-24)? If you are in Christ, it matters how you live (Ephesians 
4:1; 4:17-24; 5:1-7; cp. Romans 6:1; Hebrews 6:6; 10:26)!


Conclusion. Where do you find refuge from the emptiness of life? Where do you 
pass from death to life? Where is your freedom from all sin? Where are all of heaven’s 
spiritual blessings? In whom were you eternally elected? In whom was the creation 
created? Where are you enriched in all things? Where are the riches with which God 
will supply your every need? They’re all in Christ!


Do you want to be in Christ? Be baptized into Him (Galatians 3:26-27). Enjoy 
Christ and live for Christ. Are you in Christ but haven’t been righteous and diligent? 
Repent and pray, and Christ will intercede for you (1 John 2:1-2).


I am deeply indebted to Harold Hancock for the use of his material.
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