
What Does The Church Do? 
Introduction. Peter expressed an important concept that we should always 

speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where it is silent (1 Peter 4:11).

The Lord’s church has underwent incredible changes in the last 175 years. 

These have not been good changes, for they have taken the church in a direction away 
from the revealed will of God.


If we’re not careful, a whole generation of young Christians will come to maturity 
and not know of the issues the church has faced over these years. The danger in this is 
that they may not be able to defend the church from the onslaught of Satan. If they do 
not rise to its defense, it assuredly will grow worse and worse.


I. The History Of Institutionalism 
A. After the Catholic Church had become so corrupt, several men, beginning with 

Martin Luther, made a break. This introduced Protestant denominationalism to 
the world. After a few centuries, the corruption of denominationalism moved 
other men to want to make a break again.


B. The Restoration Movement had a good beginning, but unfortunately, the same 
attitudes developed over time. Within the lifetime of many of the Restoration 
Movement leaders, the majority of the people began abandoning the scriptural 
principles of the movement.


C. In the decades following the Civil War, apostasy began to develop. The rise of 
liberal attitudes toward Bible authority resulted in an effort to centralize the work 
of churches through human institutions, and in an effort to modernize the 
worship by using instrumental music.


D. In 1849 the various elements of the Restoration Movement held their first 
“National Convention” in Cincinnati, Ohio. Alexander Campbell did not attend 
the gathering; he had concerns that such meetings would lead the movement 
back into denominationalism —  which is exactly what it did.


E. The American Christian Missionary Society (ACMS) was created at this meeting. 
The missionary society was vigorously opposed, but only by a faithful minority. 
The rise of para-church organizations (i.e. organizations separate from the 
church, but supported by funds from local church treasuries) — mainly orphan’s 
homes and Bible colleges — began in earnest.


F. As time has moved on in the twentieth century, the digression from God’s 
pattern has only continued. Not only do churches of Christ host numerous para-
church organizations, but they have fallen headlong into the social gospel 
influence from denominations.


II. Basic New Testament Principles 
A. Authority.


1. The Bible is the inspired, inerrant, and sufficient word of God (2 Timothy 
3:16-17). We do have accurate copies of the Bible available to us.
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2. The Mosaic covenant has been replaced by the New Covenant (Ephesians 
2:14-15; Hebrews 10:9). This principle has been basic to the Restoration 
Movement since Alexander Campbell’s Sermon on the Law in 1816.


3. All authority has been given to Christ (Matthew 28:18-20), and the New 
Testament is the will of Christ as taught by the apostles (John 16:13; 
Ephesians 3:3-5).


4. Followers of Jesus necessarily have to follow the law of Christ and the 
pattern contained therein (Matthew 7:21-23; Hebrews 8:5).


5. We understand that the Bible directs in three ways: direct command or 
precept, approved example, and necessary inference (John 13:34-35).


B. Church government.

1. In New Testament times each local church had its own elders or overseers 

(Acts 14:23). A local church is a relationship of certain members to certain 
overseers (Philippians 1:1). The oversight of elders is limited to the church in 
which they serve (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2-3).


2. The local church can make decisions (1 Corinthians 16:3-5 — “whomever 
you may approve”). The Corinthian church could select their own messenger 
to take their contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem.

a) Each church acted independently and retained its own autonomy — its 

right and ability to govern its own affairs under the headship of Christ.

b) The cooperation of local churches was concurrent action. There was no 

organizational tie or arrangement between two or more churches.

c) No local church acted as a centralized, brotherhood agency. Later, as the 

church fell away from the New Testament pattern, some did.

C. Church work. 


1. Evangelism.

a) The way the early church practiced evangelism may be seen by 

observing the spread of the truth in the book of Acts.

(1) Disciples travelled from Jerusalem to Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch 

(Acts 11:22-23).

(2) The Antioch church had prophets and teachers; they sent Barnabas 

and Saul away (Acts 13:1-4).

(3) Among the places they went was Philippi (Acts 16:31-33). Paul went 

on to Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-4) and Philippi supported him 
financially (Philippians 4:15-16).


b) The churches of Macedonia supported Paul at Corinth (Acts 18:5; 2 
Corinthians 11:8-9).


c) The church at Thessalonica sounded forth the word of the Lord 
throughout Macedonia and Achaia (1 Thessalonians 1:8).


d) The churches were able to preach the gospel without forming missionary 
societies, and without some of the congregations becoming sponsoring 
churches through which the others might work. The churches either sent 
the preacher or wages to the preacher in the field.


2. Benevolence.

a) The Jerusalem church was able to provide for its own needy (Acts 6:1-6).
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b) The disciples at Antioch sent a contribution “for the relief of the brethren 
living in Judea” by the hands of Barnabas and Saul (Acts 11:27-30).


c) The churches of Macedonia and Achaia sent a contribution for the poor 
among the saints at Jerusalem (Romans 15:25-26; 2 Corinthians 8-9).


d) The early church did its own benevolent work without building and 
maintaining separate institutions. Funds were always sent directly to the 
church where the need existed.


3. Edification.

a) The church edifies (builds up) itself through teaching and in the doing of 

the work and worship which God has commanded (Ephesians 4:14-15). 

b) Much of the work of the evangelist is intended to edify the brethren (1 

Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus).

c) Teachers were given an important role in the early church (Acts13:1; 1 

Corinthians 12:28).

d) The early church was able to edify itself without building other 

educational institutions.

D. Distinction between work of individual and work of church.


1. Jesus taught a distinction between the individual and the church (Matthew 
18:15-17).


2. Paul taught a distinction between the individual and the church (1 
Corinthians 12:20, 27; 1 Timothy 5:16).


3. The distinction between the individual and the church is seen in the 
difference between the money (or treasury) of the two (Acts 5:4).


4. In addition to the work done by the local church, noninstitutional brethren 
emphasize individual responsibility in the preaching of the gospel and in the 
concern and care for others.


III. The Work Of Noninstitutional Churches 
A. For decades, institutionally-minded members of the church have believed and 

taught that the conservative churches would wither and die on the vine.

B. But after many years, this has hardly been the case. In fact, conservative 

churches continue a strong tradition of growth and advancement in the kingdom 
of God. The following are some of the ways:

1. Work in other countries.


a) Brethren have went to so many countries attempting to take the gospel 
to people who haven’t heard it before.


b) Mexico, Belize, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, England, Germany, 
Kenya, Uganda, South Africa, Norway, Romania, Slovakia, Bulgaria, New 
Zealand, Australia, Philippines, China, and many other countries have 
been destinations for men who spread Christ’s message.


2. Preacher training.

a) Several congregations, including this one, have engaged in the work of 

training young men to preach.

b) This is in agreement with 2 Timothy 2:2, which gives the local church the 

charge of this important work.

3. Bible classes.
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a) Churches have taken to heart the need to edify their membership and 
have arranged, high-quality classes for every age group with devoted 
teachers.


b) Individuals and companies have worked very diligently to provide top-
notch material for believers and churches to use to grow.


4. Gospel meetings.

a) Churches continue to offer opportunities for people to hear the gospel 

through the avenue of weekends and week-long events.

b) These are great chances for disciples to be enthused and get in their 

minds the need for invitations to hear gospel preaching.

5. Benevolence.


a) Conservative brethren have not been slack in helping others with the 
material blessings necessary to live a comfortable life.


b) Both here and abroad, saints have been willing to both help people 
dramatically affected by natural disasters and the vicissitudes of life.


Conclusion. Peter reminds us that we are “aliens and strangers” (1 Peter 2:11) 
and Paul reminds us that our citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20).


In Revelation, there is a difference between the earth dwellers and the heaven 
dwellers. The earth dwellers are those who acclimate themselves to this world and 
worship the image of the beast (Revelation 6:10; 13:8). The heaven dwellers are those 
who live in cities like Ephesus and Laodicea, Austin and Lufkin, but who give allegiance 
to the God of heaven (Revelation 12:12; 13:6). We must constantly guard against the 
danger of losing this distinctive mindset. Be a heaven dweller.


I am deeply indebted to Ferrell Jenkins for the use of his material.
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