
The Ancient Pattern: The Pattern’s Importance 
Introduction. The use of a pattern permeates every part of life. If you want to 

make a dress, you use a pattern. If you want to bake a cake, you follow a recipe. If you 
want to build a house, you use a blueprint. If you want to reproduce anything, there has 
to be a master plan that you follow.


While we can see the value in human terms, the question is does God use 
patterns? Is there a pattern today? Some think there isn’t one now that we are bound 
to follow. They believe there is no plan for God’s church and how it is to be organized; 
no pattern for worship; no pattern for authority or unity. But that’s what man says. What 
evidence exists in the Bible about God’s use of patterns? And what does God say 
about the importance of a pattern? Do we follow one now? Let’s find out.


I. God’s Pattern In The Old Testament 
A. Noah (Genesis 6:14-16).


1. God was preparing to destroy the earth so He warned Noah of what is going 
to take place. He tells him to make an ark. How was he going to make it?


2. “And this is how you shall make it” in v. 15 is a reference to a pattern. Noah 
was following the direction of God.

a) It was to be made of gopherwood with rooms, covered inside and out 

with pitch.

b) The ark would be 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high 

with one window finished to a cubit above the top. It would have a door 
on the side and three decks inside.


3. Which of these were optional? Which of these were not according to God’s 
instruction? If this is not a pattern or a blueprint, I don’t know what one is.


B. Moses (Exodus 25:9, 40, 26:30; Numbers 8:4; Acts 7:44).

1. God is in the process of making Israel His own special people. He is 

providing them a law and a place to worship.

2. Moses was shown how to build the tabernacle and its furnishings. The laws 

included how to worship, how to organize, the work they would do, and what 
days to worship.


3. Again, which of these were optional? If Moses changed anything, could it be 
said he did everything according to the pattern?


C. David (2 Samuel 6:3-9; 1 Chronicles 15:2, 13, 15).

1. This is when they were bringing the ark from the house of Abinadab to 

Jerusalem. The Philistines had taken it, then returned it to Israel on a cart (1 
Samuel 6:7-8).


2. David is moving the ark, doing it the way the Philistines had and not in 
agreement with the Mosaic Law.


3. The oxen had stumbled, Uzzah stopped the ark from falling and he is struck 
dead. David was angry at God for killing him (v. 8).


4. David then later wanted to move it, but he chose the right people (1 
Chronicles 15:2), the right means (v. 13), and followed the true pattern (v. 15).
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II.  God’s Pattern In The New Testament 
A. If God used patterns with the shadows, how much more the realities (Hebrews 

8:5-6)?

B. What is the pattern now? It’s what Christ taught and lived specifically (1 Peter 

2:21), and what the apostles communicated and lived (1 Corinthians 4:17; 11:1; 
Philippians 3:17).


C. The apostles were very special. 

1. Ambassadors are given authority and they can only communicate what they 

have been given (2 Corinthians 5:20; Ephesians 6:20).

2. They were stewards who were entrusted with Christ’s message (1 

Corinthians 4:1; Ephesians 3:3-4).

3. The apostles were special witnesses (Acts 1:8), and had special 

requirements in order to be an apostle (Acts 1:21-22; 1 Corinthians 9:1).

4. They would be the ones by whom others would believe everything Jesus 

said (John 14:26; 17:20-21).

D. Their word fully equips us to do God’s will (2 Timothy 3:16-17).


1. The word of God accomplishes all that we need. It is profitable for teaching, 
reproof, correction, and training in righteousness. We can be adequate or 
complete, equipped, and accomplish every good work.


2. We have to be careful though to not think beyond what is written (1 
Corinthians 4:6), or to treat the commands of an apostle as less than God’s 
word (1 Corinthians 14:37).


E.  God expects patterns to be followed.

1. Both Peter (2 Peter 1:12-15) and Paul (1 Timothy 1:16; 2 Timothy 1:13) 

appealed for brethren to keep the word they have communicated while at 
the end of their life.


2. This is similar to how Jesus commissioned His apostles (Matthew 28:19-20; 
Mark 16:15). The faith was communicated once and will not be 
communicated again (Jude 3).


F. This all centers around how God communicates to His people. He uses:

1. Commands: “Do this in remembrance of me” (1 Corinthians 11:24-25).

2. Examples: “Now on the first day of the week” (Acts 20:7).

3. Necessary inferences: (every first day of the week, Acts 20:7).


G. Warnings about leaving the word are warnings about leaving the pattern 
(Hebrews 2:1-4; 4:1-2; 6:4-6; 10:26-31). Remember what happened in the Old 
Testament when the pattern was violated (Leviticus 10:1-3; cp. Romans 15:4)?


Conclusion. There are patterns in scripture — both the Old and New 
Testaments. God expects those patterns to be followed faithfully.


These are God’s conditions for salvation, not ours. We need to study these 
teachings like the Bereans (Acts 17:11), and test ourselves (2 Corinthians 13:5) and the 
various spirits (1 John 4:1), and hold fast what is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21).


I am deeply indebted to Shane Millard for the use of his material.
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