
Grace Teaches Us 
Introduction. The grace of God is truly amazing and wonderful for us. We do 

not want to minimize the greatness of it, nor do we want to imagine it out of proportion 
to the scriptures.


When we examine Jesus’ teaching, it was not all about God’s grace specifically 
(in fact, He never used the word “grace”), but it was all part of God’s grace generally. 
Would it be fair to examine Jesus’ sermon on the mount and charge that Jesus did not 
preach enough about God’s grace specifically? Examine Peter’s sermon on Pentecost. 
Would it be fair to charge that Peter did not preach enough about God’s gracious 
nature specifically? Yet, the entire sermon, with the opportunity to call on the Lord and 
be saved, was all generally part of preaching grace.


Grace can teach us, so Titus 2:11-14 has several critical messages for the 
Christian who wants to know more about God’s grace. We should never forget about 
grace, but we should also remember that grace imposes important requirements on us.


I. Grace Has Appeared 
A. The deliverance of grace is from sin and its consequences.


1. The grace of God brings salvation (John 3:16).

2. Thus, God’s grace is offered to all, but refused by most.


a) This does not refer to universal salvation but to the universal opportunity 
for salvation.


b) God is by nature a Savior, and it is unbelievers who are responsible for 
the sin that sends them to hell (1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9).


c) So men are not condemned because God has not chosen them, but 
because they have not chosen Him.


3. God’s grace appeared in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection (Titus 3:4-7).

B. God’s manifestations of grace are not permanent or eternal. One day they will 

end (Mark 9:44, 46, 48; Romans 2:5).


II. Grace Is Instructive 
A. It instructs us to deny.


1. The instruction, training, or education is carried out by God’s word (1 
Corinthians 2:12-13, 16).


2. To “deny” is a conscious, purposeful action of the will. It is to confess and 
consciously turn away from sin and turn toward good.

a) Ungodliness is a lack of true reverence and devotion to God, of which the 

wrath of God is revealed (Romans 1:18).

b) Worldly desires are sins that, although we may not actually have 

committed, we nevertheless long to commit (1 Timothy 6:9; 2 Timothy 
2:22; 1 Peter 2:11).


3. True grace does not allow ungodliness to continue (Romans 1:18-19; 6:1; 
11:26). When a person is truly converted, there is a transformation of the way 
they live (Galatians 2:20).


 of 1 3



B. It instructs us to live.

1. Soberly — the exercise of a sound mind that possesses self-restraint that 

governs all passions and desires, enabling the believer to be conformed to 
the mind of Christ (Titus 2:5-6; 1 Peter 1:13-14; 4:7).


2. Righteously — “upright” or “law-abiding” (Hosea 10:12; Ephesians 6:12; 1 
John 3:7). This is action agreeing with God’s will, acting suitably toward man.


3. Godly — a manner of life which reflects godliness and reverence (1 Timothy 
2:1-2; 6:11; 2 Peter 3:11). This is acting suitably toward God.


4. It could be said that living soberly could relate to the change within us, living 
righteously could relate to our changed relationship toward others, and living 
godly could relate to our changed relationship to God.


C. It instructs us to look.

1. When the Lord appears a second time, total and permanent removal of sin 

will occur. Because of this, Paul said that he truly desired death (Philippians 
1:21, 23).

a) “Looking for” carries the meaning of not only longing and waiting, but 

also of eager and certain expectation.

b) “Hope” gives us a confident certainty. Paul is not speaking about a fond 

human wish but about a divinely promised certitude.

c) “Appearing” is an uncovering, unveiling, and disclosing. Paul uses the 

term of both Jesus’ first and second comings (2 Timothy 1:10; 4:1).

2. Paul is considering the culmination of our salvation, which will be perfected 

and completed when our Lord calls us to heaven (1 Corinthians 15:51-53; 
cp. Philippians 3:20-21).


III. Grace Shows Us To Whom We Belong 
A. Jesus gave Himself to redeem us. “Redeem” refers to the releasing of someone 

held captive, such as a prisoner or a slave, or receipt of a ransom payment.

1. The purpose of the Son of God coming to earth was to give His life a ransom 

for many (Mark 10:45).

2. We are redeemed by His blood (1 Peter 1:18-19), and His offering was a 

sweet sacrifice to God (Ephesians 5:2). As a result, He will deliver us out of 
this present evil age (Galatians 1:4).


B. The church, by virtue of being the church, is to stand for, and practice, morality. 
She is composed of the “called out” (2 Thessalonians 2:14). We are called out of 
the world and out of a life of sin by the gospel to a life of holiness.


C. A “peculiar people” (cp. 1 Peter 2:9) does not mean, as the word would seem to 
imply, that we are to be an odd or strange people to the world. Rather, it is a 
word that indicates belonging to the Savior as opposed to belonging to 
ourselves (cp. Ephesians 1:14).


D. We are God’s people, communicated several times in several different ways:

1. We are God’s by design (Psalm 100:3; 139:14; Acts 17:28).

2. We are God’s by purchase (1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19-20).

3. We are God’s by dedication (Romans 6:17-18; Philippians 1:21).
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IV. Grace Motivates Zeal To Work 
A. Our speech and actions come from the heart (Proverbs 4:23; 23:7). Jesus and 

Paul both knew the importance of the heart (Matthew 12:34-35; Philippians 4:8). 
When we put away sin, we show that God’s grace has greater dominion over us 
than the devil (1 John 4:4).


B. The main characteristic of the redeemed is a zealousness to do what is good. 
Paul uses the word in Galatians 1:14 of his own eagerness to maintain the 
traditions of his ancestors; and although this zeal was misplaced, he never lost 
his enthusiasm.


C. God’s divine intention, His predetermination, was that we should lead holy lives. 
It agrees, therefore, with the declaration in Ephesians 1:4, that He had chosen 
His people before the foundation of the world, that they should be holy (Titus 
2:7; 3:8, 14; Hebrews 10:24).


Conclusion. If the Bible had a corrective effect on the perverted society in 
Corinth, it can have a corrective effect on the immoral society of our day. It has always 
been God’s purpose for His people to be righteous and holy as a testimony to His own 
righteousness and holiness (Deuteronomy 26:18-19; 1 Peter 2:12). If you’re not a 
Christian, then you can be a part of of God’s grace today by entering into Christ. If, 
however, you have become one of Christ’s, and you have sinned, you have fallen from 
grace (Galatians 5:4). You need to be restored. So please let us know now if you have a 
need with which we can assist.
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