
“I Am A Debtor” 
Introduction. When Yahaya Wahab’s father passed away in January 2006, 

Yahaya had his father’s phone disconnected and paid the final bill of 84 ringgit 
(approximately $23) to Telekom Malaysia. He was then surprised to receive another bill 
from the phone company in April. He was utterly shocked, however, after looking at 
what was inside.


It was a bill for 806,400,000,000,000.01 ringgit (approximately $218 trillion). It 
wasn’t clear whether the charge was a mistake or if Yahaya’s father’s phone line had 
been used illegally after his death. Along with the monstrous charge came a 
threatening letter informing Yahaya that he must pay the bill within ten days or face 
prosecution. Yahaya was a debtor!


In Romans 1:14-15, Paul said, “I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the 
Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, as much as in me is, I am ready to 
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.” Paul realized that he owed something 
to every man because of the favor which God had shown him. As I reflect on the words 
of Paul to the saints at Rome, I am constrained to say with the apostle, “I am a debtor.”


We admire the image of the “self-made” man, but this is a false concept of our 
real mission. If we were to really think about it, we would realize that we are debtors for 
a lot on earth. Real greatness is always characterized by humility, gratitude, and 
appreciation. With that in mind, let’s examine four groups or people we are debtors to, 
and you will see the importance of these and make the same affirmation as Paul.


I. I Am A Debtor To God 
A. God has shown me greater love than anyone else on the face of the earth (John 

3:16; 15:13). This is love which I cannot even fathom (1 John 4:10; Romans 5:8). 
Is it not wonderful to know that this love is for you?


B. God has redeemed me from my sins through the blood of Jesus Christ 
(Ephesians 1:7; 2:12-13; 1 Peter 1:17-19). Once I was a debtor to sin and the 
flesh, but no longer (Romans 6:23; 8:12-14).


C. God has blessed me with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Psalm 103:2-5; 
Ephesians 1:3). We have redemption, forgiveness, peace, adoption, and an 
inheritance. God has also blessed me with material blessings if I just put Him 
first (Matthew 6:33-34; James 1:17).


II. I Am A Debtor To Parents 
A. My godly parents loved me and taught me the scriptures from the time I was a 

babe (2 Timothy 3:15). I am extremely thankful that they took me as a child to 
the study and worship assemblies of the church.


B. My godly parents disciplined and instructed me in the ways of the Lord 
(Ephesians 6:4; 1 Timothy 5:14; Titus 2:4-5). They disciplined me that I might 
learn to discipline myself (Hebrews 12:9-11).


C. My godly parents served God in holiness and fear, and helped me to see the 
example of Christ. The faith I now have in the Savior “first dwelt” in them (2 
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Timothy 1:5). Parents intent on laying that kind of foundation have the greatest 
of priorities on the minds.


III. I Am A Debtor To Friends And Brethren 
A. Gracious friends and brethren have helped me along the way. I literally have 

friends who “stick closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24). Sometimes their 
words and actions are like wounds to me, but it is for my good (Proverbs 27:6). 
It makes me a better person and preacher.


B. Gracious friends and brethren help me bear my burdens (Proverbs 17:17; 
Galatians 6:2). The word for burden means “depress, weigh down.”  When I am 
depressed or weighed down by a heavy, crushing burden — such as 
unexpected illness, sudden death of a loved one, loss of home, financial 
pressure, or the like — other Christians should help to lift the pressing burden, 
lest it crush me.


C. Gracious friends and brethren train, instruct, and edify me in the scriptures 
(Romans 15:2). Because of this attention and benefit, I am obligated to repay.


D. Gracious friends and brethren make support available for me that I may give 
myself fully to the work of Christ (1 Corinthians 9:11, 14; Galatians 6:6). I try to 
sow in spiritual things, therefore, I am blessed and reap in material things.


IV. I Am A Debtor To Sinners 
A. Finally, I am a debtor to those who are still in their sins. That was Paul’s 

realization in our text (Romans 1:14-16).

B. I have received all these wonderful blessings, therefore, I must preach the 

gospel and try to tell and teach everyone I can so that they can have these 
wonderful blessings too.


C. In Mark 1:17, Jesus took normal fisherman and made them extraordinary 
“fishers of men.” The gospel does the same to me! My prayer to God is that 
sinners might be saved from eternal damnation (Romans 10:1).


D. “Persuade” in 2 Corinthians 5:11 means “to bring about a change of mind by 
the influence of reason or moral considerations” (Acts 26:28; Galatians 1:10). I 
know the terror of the Lord and I know my responsibility (1 Corinthians 9:16).


E. Sometimes I grieve at the thought of my own sins and the sins of others. We 
sing a hymn that goes, “But drops of grief can never repay the debt of love l 
owe; Here, Lord, I give myself away, ‘Tis all that I can do!”


Conclusion. The apostle’s attitude toward his obligation is heartwarming. 
Instead of thinking it a burden he must bear, a duty he must carry out, he is “eager” to 
fulfill it. If one has the finest intellectual and formal preparation for preaching but is 
lacking zeal, he cannot hope for much success. The call to preach and the need for the 
message together constitute the Christian’s incentive to proclaim salvation’s message. 
The purpose of our sojourn is to pay our debt and fulfill our obligation.
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