
What Makes The Word Of God Powerful? 
Introduction. In the last 50 years, the Bible has been the best selling book by an 

astounding margin. Books such as The Diary of Anne Frank, Gone With the Wind, Harry 
Potter, and Quotations From Mao Tse-Tung have built up a jaw-dropping sales list and 
impression on the world, but nothing like the Bible.


Paul’s divinely inspired assessment of the gospel of Jesus Christ is that it is 
powerful (Romans 16:16-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18). And this same power attributed to the 
gospel is elsewhere stated about the word of God generally: it is like a hammer 
(Jeremiah 23:29), it quick and active (Hebrews 4:12-13), and it can bring thoughts into 
captivity (2 Corinthians 10:4-5). So what makes the word of God so powerful? There 
are five benefits that make it incredibly powerful.


I. It Provides An Accurate Knowledge Of God 
A. So much of what people believe about God is entirely made up. Furthermore, 

the God of people’s denominational belief systems is little more than a 
caricature of God.


B. Passages to consider:

1. Genesis 1:1.

2. Exodus 3:14.

3. John 4:24.

4. 1 John 4:8, 16.

5. Exodus 20:5.


II. It Points To Jesus As Our Only Savior 
A. The plans of salvation in our religious world are many and varied. In the broader 

world, eastern religions, etc., there are different concepts of what constitutes 
salvation and who is savior.


B. Some eastern religions do not deal with sin and righteousness at all. They deal 
with metaphysical ideas like progression through an eternity of reincarnations. If 
there is salvation at all in these religions, it is a salvation from imperfection.


C. Passages to consider:

1. Matthew 1:21.

2. Philippians 3:20.

3. Acts 4:12.

4. Ephesians 2:18.

5. Hebrews 10:19-22.


III. It Supplies Encouragement And Help 
A. All the troubles of life weigh on the creatures of the earth. The gospel has power 

to comfort our hearts and help us focus on heaven.

B. Passages to consider:


1. Psalm 34:19.

2. 2 Corinthians 1:3-5; 4:17-5:4; 12:7-10.

3. Revelation 21:4-5.
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IV. It Furnishes The Ability To Overcome Sin 
A. Controlling ourselves in the sense of wicked desires will produce a happier life. 

The scriptures explain sin and specifically condemn it. But the scriptures also 
reveal examples from the past to exhort us to better life choices.


B. Passages to consider:

1. Proverbs 3:1-2.

2. 1 Corinthians 10:6-14.

3. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11.

4. Romans 6:9-11.


V. It Gives Reliable Information About The Future 
A. This is a subject of intense conjecture among denominational people. Whole 

religious philosophies exist to try to interpret Bible “signs” and what time period 
in our future they are describing.


B. Jehovah’s Witnesses have always attempted to tell the dates of the end of time, 
and they have always failed, because their predictions always come and go 
without fulfillment.


C. Passages to consider:

1. Matthew 24:36.

2. 1 Corinthians 15:24.

3. 1 Thessalonians 5:2.

4. 2 Peter 3:10-11.


Conclusion. The prime meridian at the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, 
England itself is not impressive. You would not realize it was there if it were not for a 
bold line cut across the pavement. The prime meridian is the work of John Flamsteed, 
the first astronomer royal, who made it his life’s mission to produce a proper 
navigational chart of the heavens, mapping the location of thousands of stars. The 
prime meridian is a fixed position by which our knowledge of time and place can be 
understood. Prior to the International Meridian Conference of 1884, each local region 
kept its own time, a system that, if continued, would have rendered our current 
arrangements for trade and commerce impossible.


Based on Flamsteed’s work, scientists were able to help people find their 
position on the planet, allowing them to answer that fundamental question of 
philosophy and physics: Where am I?


Scripture is our prime meridian. It is the fixed position, given by God Himself, 
through which we can understand who we are, where we are, and where we must go 
from here. In Matthew 19:26, Jesus said, “With men this is impossible; but with God all 
things are possible.” Why could a rich man enter heaven? Because of the power of 
God. It made the impossible possible. How do you access that power now? You can 
access it through His holy word.


I am deeply indebted to David Weaks for the use of his material.
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