
Don’t Wear A Mask! 
Introduction. Over the last six months, COVID-19 cases in the United States 

have resulted in over 103,000 deaths. It’s been found that the virus spreads mainly 
from person to person through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person 
coughs, sneezes, or talks. These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people 
who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the lungs. Because of this, the CDC 
recommends wearing cloth face coverings in public settings where other social 
distancing measures are difficult to maintain, such as grocery stores, pharmacies, and 
gas stations. This has been standard practice for months in the United States.


The 19th century Scottish minister George MacDonald wrote, “Half of the misery 
in the world comes from trying to look, instead of trying to be, what one is not.” This 
practice can be summed up in one word: hypocrisy.


Hypocrisy is a pretense to being what one really is not, especially the pretense 
of being a better person than one really is. The word originally meant to give an answer. 
Although it was a neutral term, “hypocrite” gained the negative connotation of 
pretense, duplicity, or insincerity. In the theater, it was a person who pretended to be 
someone else by wearing a mask. In a blisteringly satirical Instagram post, the Babylon 
Bee stated, “84% of Christians show no symptoms of following Jesus.” The caption at 
the bottom continues, “The report states that a majority of people who say they are a 
‘Christian’ or a ‘follower of Jesus’ did not display any of the anticipated outward signs.” 
Even though it’s satire, does it hit a little too close to home?


There is a classic example of insincerity, covetousness, and hypocrisy played 
out on the stage of the early church. It’s the familiar story of Ananias and Sapphira. 
There are several lessons we can learn from this vivid narrative that is the first recorded 
smudge on the face of the early church.


I. Their Sin Was Incited By Satan 
A. As Warren Wiersbe writes, “We must face the fact that Satan is a clever foe. If 

he does not succeed as the ‘devouring lion,’ then he attacks again as the 
‘deceiving serpent’ or an ‘angel of light’” (cp. 1 Peter 5:8; 2 Corinthians 11:3, 
14). Since attacks from without failed, he went inside to deceive the hearts of 
these two saints.


B. Jesus called Satan “a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44; cp. Genesis 3:4). 
Peter charged that the devil had deceived them to tell this lie. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes wrote, “Sin has many tools, but a lie is the handle which fits them all.”


C. “To lie” to the Holy Spirit means to “attempt to deceive.” Satan had tempted the 
couple and they had allowed the temptation to take root. That’s what James 
meant when he said desire had “conceived” in James 1:15. It had seized or 
clasped their hearts.


II. Their Sin Was Provoked By Pride 
A. They lied about their contribution to the church. They claimed to give the entire 

proceeds from the sale, but didn’t. They kept some for themselves. Why?
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B. At the end of Acts 4, Barnabas is praised for selling his property and giving the 
entire amount for this special need (vv. 36-37). It doesn’t take much imagination 
to conclude that they also wanted to be recognized for their generosity, praised 
for their philanthropy, and admired for their altruism.


C. Like the Pharisees, they apparently loved the praise men (John 12:43). But as 
Jesus said of those hypocrites — that was the entirety of their reward (Matthew 
6:1-2), and it was very short lived.


III. Their Sin Was Galvanized By Greed 
A. They desired the acclaim and applause from others, but didn’t want to pay the 

price. Verse 4 proves that Ananias and Sapphira were under no obligation to sell 
their property and pool their resources into a common fund. They withheld part 
of the proceeds for themselves.


B. It was selfish ambition that concocted this shameful scheme (cp. Philippians 
2:3; 2 Timothy 3:1-2). The love of money resulted in this evil enterprise. Their gift 
was merely a cloak for their conceit and covetousness.


C. In John 13:2, Satan entered the heart of Judas. He did this by enticing or 
tempting Judas with the love of money (cp. John 12:6).

1. The expression “filled your heart” is similar to “presume in your 

heart” (Esther 7:5) or “set in your heart” (Ecclesiastes 8:11).

2. The idea that “the devil made me do it” isn’t correct. Satan can’t make us do 

anything. We give in to his enticements.

D. And his enticements still exist today and we have to fight them (Matthew 

19:23-24; Luke 12:15; 1 Timothy 6:17-18). If we can’t restrain them, we can’t go 
to heaven (1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Colossians 3:5).


IV. Their Sin Resulted In Death 
A. In this case God signaled His displeasure on this sinful scam immediately.


1. Ananias was stuck dead, and then Sapphira suffered the same fate three 
hours later. She could have been wondering what everyone’s response to 
their generous gift was.


2. However, Peter gives her the chance to repent, but she continues in the lie 
that her husband told. Because she was no less guilty in the sin than her 
husband, it was ordered in the providence of God that the same judgment 
would fall on her.


3. No wonder Luke records, “So great fear came upon all the church and upon 
all who heard these things” in v. 11.


B. The Old Testament is especially frank when it discusses how sin can destroy 
you physically (Psalm 95:9-11; Proverbs 4:19; 13:15; 14:29-35; 15:9-10; 16:20; 
Isaiah 59:8; Jeremiah 2:19).


C. Physical destruction is bad enough, but Paul penned in Romans 6:23, “The 
wages of sin is death.” We know that this scripture reference means spiritual 
death and eternal separation from God (Ephesians 2:1; James 1:15). This is the 
ultimate outcome of anyone who sins (Revelation 21:8; 22:14-15).
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V. Their Sin Leaves Several Applications 
A. What is our motive for doing good? Giving? Serving? Sharing? Are we really 

what we claim to be?

B. Are we standing strong against the wiles of the devil? Avoiding him like a roaring 

lion? Shunning him like a venomous snake? Guarding our hearts against his 
beguiling and enticing devices?


C. Have we allowed pride to fill our hearts? Motivate our decisions? Influence our 
actions? And override our better judgment?


D. Has greed got a grip on us? Has the desire for material possessions and 
financial security hindered our ministry? Hampered our spiritual growth? Closed 
our hearts? And caused us to indulge our own selfish cravings?


E. Do we realize the seriousness of sin? That sin leads to death, not just physically 
but spiritually? That unrepentant sin will separate us from God eternally, and 
result in forfeiting our heavenly home?


Conclusion. This sad, sordid, and shameful story strikingly reminds us of the 
old adage: “Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you 
want to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay.”


No doubt the entire church and all those outside the church were impressed 
with the Lord’s discipline. All those who heard of it were caused to pause and consider 
their own lives, and to live more cautiously, lest the same happen to them.


If God knew what Ananias and Sapphira secretly planned, then He knows our 
secrets too. We had best be cautious in our thoughts and behavior (2 Chronicles 16:9; 
Hebrews 4:13; 1 Peter 3:12).


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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