
“None Of These Things Move Me” 
Introduction. Bryan Wilkerson describes his experience in the New York City 

Marathon. He says the first half of the marathon is a party. You’re swept along by 
50,000 runners and the crowds lining the streets. You feel like you could run forever. At 
mile 13, you cross over into Manhattan and start heading north, away from the finish 
line. The crowds are thinner now. The party’s over. At about mile 16 or 18, you hit the 
wall. You’re absolutely miserable. Physically and psychologically, you’re broken.


Some of you may be hitting the wall right now — feeling like you can’t go on, like 
you’ll never make it. Following Christ is harder than you ever imagined it would be, and 
you’re thinking about giving up — about doing something foolish. There’s no magic to 
endurance racing. It’s all about making it to the finish line.


Paul’s strength of character has long been a source of strength for all saints 
(Philippians 1:12-14). He was well-aware of what he had signed up for (Acts 9:15-16; 2 
Timothy 1:11-12), but he was a practitioner of true faith (Hebrews 11:6; cp. Philippians 
4:13). In Paul’s touching speech to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:22-24, we see 
calmness, confidence, and composure. This was because of his dependence on God.


The church today has a desperate need for Christians to be strong in the face of 
everything. We cannot be moved just as Paul was not moved (1 Corinthians 16:13; 
Colossians 1:23). Let’s see what didn’t move Paul and then at what some Christians 
allow to “move” them and weaken — or destroy — their faith.


I. What Didn’t Move Paul 
A. Former religious ties (Galatians 1:13-14).

B. Monetary considerations (Acts 20:33-35; 1 Corinthians 9:11-18).

C. Loss of fame (Philippians 3:8).

D. Persecutions:


1. Bonds (Acts 21:10-14).

2. Stoning (Acts 14:19-22).

3. Beatings and imprisonment (Acts 16:19-24; 28:16, 30-31).

4. Severe criticism (2 Corinthians 10:10).


E. Failure of others (Galatians 2:11-14; 2 Timothy 4:10-11).

F. False brethren (2 Corinthians 11:26; Galatians 2:4-5).

G. Afflictions (2 Timothy 3:10-13).


II. What Moves You? 
A. Paul was an amazing pillar of strength, courage, and faith.


1. We marvel at the problems he faced (2 Corinthians 11:23-28; 12:7-10).

2. Yet, through all of it, he was not moved. No doubt he became depressed and 

dejected, but he never “threw in the towel” (2 Corinthians 1:8-10).

B. Sadly, by comparison, many Christians today are moved by such trivial matters.


1. Popularity.

a) People’s desire to be popular outstrips their dedication to righteousness 

and truth. Many want everyone to speak well of them (cp. Luke 6:26). No 
one is immune to it. 
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b) Because of such pressure many wilt when the time comes (e.g., 
preachers, elders, young people, older people, etc.). 


c) Keep in mind a couple of problems. First, no matter how hard you try, 
you’ll never be popular with everyone. Second, you will eventually lose 
favor with those to whom you ingratiate yourself.


d) The only one whose approval really matters should be the Lord’s 
(Galatians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:4-6).


2. Worldliness.

a) Worldliness is a deadly disease, and some Christians are unfortunately 

worldly-minded (James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17). We’re not supposed to love 
the world, and worldliness involves many loves:

(1) Love of evil.


(a) Immodest and lascivious in dress (Galatians 5:19; 1 Timothy 
2:9-10).


(b) Immodest and lascivious in behavior (e.g., internet porn, dancing).

(c) Mixed swimming (lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh).

(d) Vulgar movies and television/streaming shows (lust of the eyes).

(e) Crude and vulgar language (Ephesians 4:29; 5:4).

(f) Recreational drinking (1 Peter 4:3-4).

(g) Gambling and the lottery (Ecclesiastes 5:10; 1 Timothy 6:9-10).


(2) Love of money.

(a) Jesus and James warned of it (Matthew 13:22; James 5:1).

(b) Riches create a lot more problems than they solve (Hebrews 13:5).


(3) Love of entertainment.

(a) These “Christians” will talk a good game and fool people (2 

Timothy 3:1-5).

(b) Some would rather “play” (e.g., golf, fishing, ballgames, etc.) than 

attend the assemblies of the church (cp. Matthew 5:6). Some 
would rather watch TV or play video games than study the Bible.


(4) Love of family.

(a) The love of family and friends, and an inability to give up loved 

ones for Christ keeps many from faithfulness. Maybe the hardest 
action to take is forsaking family (Matthew 10:34-37).


(b) Our obedience to the truth has no bearing on the eternal destiny of 
our loved ones. It is a tragedy to let the disobedience of our loved 
ones stand in the way of our obedience to God (Luke 9:57-62).


b) Paul described being a slave to these types of sins as idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5). It is our task to come out from them and cleanse 
ourselves from their defilement (2 Corinthians 6:17-7:1).


3. Circumstances.

a) In need, Paul was content and did the Lord’s will. In persecution and 

prison, Paul was content and did the Lord’s will. In abundance, Paul was 
content and did the Lord’s will (Philippians 4:10-13).


b) Let’s not make the mistake of tying our faithfulness to God to the way we 
are being treated, to the way government operates, or to the economic 
circumstances we face — whether good or bad. Faithfulness transcends 
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all situations, and how we respond will demonstrate whether or not we 
are content in the Lord in all circumstances.


c) Devoted Christian’s hearts are not filled with fear because of afflictions 
and external events (Matthew 10:28; Hebrews 13:5-6; cp. Matthew 
6:24-34). Let me encourage you to think toward the higher cause, the 
higher mission, and the higher message of the gospel.


4. False brethren.

a) Try as we might, Christians still sin — sometimes appallingly. There have 

always been stories of graphic hypocrisy and sordid misconduct on the 
part of Christians (cp. Acts 5:1-11).


b) No one faulted hypocrisy more than Jesus (Matthew 23:1-36). But 
“hypocrite” is sometimes very unfairly misapplied.

(1) One is not a hypocrite because he is weak, and sins at times in his 

walk with Christ.

(2) One is not a hypocrite because he never perfectly achieves God’s 

righteous standard.

(3) One is not a hypocrite because he is inconsistent.


5. False doctrine.

a) The allure of false doctrine appeals to a lot of people for a lot of reasons. 

Many have not studied as they should and have been carried off by bad 
doctrine (Galatians 1:6; Ephesians 4:14). They believe what their favorite 
preacher believes (1 Corinthians 4:6).


b) A faithful Christian’s obligation is to expose error (Romans 16:17-18; 
Ephesians 5:11; 2 John 9-11). It’s not pleasant but it has to be done.


Conclusion. What “moved” Paul? Nothing that he experienced preaching the 
gospel (Acts 20:24). What “moved” Paul was the thought of dying in Christ (Philippians 
1:21; 2 Timothy 4:7-8). What “moves” you? Is it what “moved” Paul? If not, your death 
will not be gain!


I am deeply indebted to Craig V. Thomas for the use of his material.
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