
Myths About The Church Of Christ #2
Introduction. In our first lesson, we investigated the myths of not having music 

in worship, not having pastors, and not believing in salvation by grace. We did our best 
to show what the Bible reveals about these subjects, regardless of what man thinks or 
believes. What someone thinks or believes is not equal to Bible authority.

We’re attempting to dispel the myths about what people think members of the 
church of Christ believe. These are mythologies that lead to exaggerations and outright 
falsehoods. This lesson will examine three more of the most common myths about the 
church of Christ while revealing God’s truth.

I. “You Don’t Believe There Are Other Christians”
A. We do not claim to be the only Christians — we are just Christians only. We do 

not set ourselves apart from other people; they set themselves apart when they 
try to serve the Lord in a way that violates the New Testament pattern (cp. 
Hebrews 8:5). God will be the ultimate judge as to who follows this pattern — not 
us. All we can do is follow what He says and be undenominational and 
nondenominational.

B. To properly understand this pattern, there are several points to remember:
1. We can have no denominational name or designation (Acts 4:11-12; Romans 

16:16; 1 Corinthians 1:2, 12, 15; Colossians 3:17; Hebrews 12:23).
2. We can have no denominational creed, and recognize no authority but Christ 

(Colossians 1:18). The church is under law to Christ (1 Corinthians 9:21; 
Galatians 6:2; cp. Romans 6:15).

3. We can have no denominational organization. We can only have the local 
church with its elders, deacons, and evangelists, the same as it was in New 
Testament days (Acts 14:23; Philippians 1:1; Titus 1:5).

4. We can have no corrupted worship. It must follow the New Testament plan 
(John 4:24; Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 8:5).

5. We can have no unscriptural alliances. The church must not lose her identity 
in any movement and must remain free from political, economic, and secular 
involvements (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Ephesians 4:12).

6. We can have no denominational requirements for membership. We must ask 
people to do only what people were told to do in New Testament days (Mark 
16:16; Acts 2:38, 41; Romans 10:10).

II. “You Believe The Church Building is Sacred”
A. This myth is again borne of our concern for Christ’s authority in the New 

Testament and the fact that churches today are doing a work which God never 
gave the church to do.

B. The church is the current temple of God, but this does not mean the church 
building, but the actual collection of people (Ephesians 1:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-5).
1. The church has a God-given duty to assemble and so the meeting house is 

purchased as an expedient place to achieve this duty. It is authorized only by 
necessary inference, meaning that work God has given allows for anything 
necessary to its completion (Hebrews 10:24-25).
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2. The New Testament declares what churches did when they assembled. This 
lets us know what is acceptable to do when we assemble, whether it be 
outdoors in a tent, inside in a rented space, or in a church building.
a) The church met for worship (Acts 2:42).
b) The church met for prayer (Acts 4:31).
c) The church met to arrange benevolence (Acts 6:1-6).
d) The church met for preaching (Acts 11:26).
e) The church met for an evangelism report (Acts 14:27).
f) The church met to discuss doctrinal problems (Acts 15:1-4).
g) The church met to observe the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7).
h) The church met for discipline (1 Corinthians 5:1-5).

3. We draw the line, however, at activities which God has not given the church 
to do in that place.
a) Of social meals, Paul told the Corinthian church to eat elsewhere (1 

Corinthians 11:34) for such gatherings were not the function of the church.
(1) The church of Christ has a spiritual function (John 18:36; Romans 

14:17).
(2) Because of this fact, the church has a limited mission.

(a) It upholds, defends, and proclaims saving truth (1 Timothy 3:15).
(b) It edifies its own members (Ephesians 4:16).
(c) It aids its own members (1 Timothy 5:16).

b) The church should be apolitical and not a polling place or a stump stop.
c) Adult education, daycare, and secondary schools are not part of the 

church’s work and so must not be funded under its auspices.
C. We don’t believe the church is sacred, like the Jerusalem temple was, but we do 

believe its authorization is abused when used for unauthorized activities. 
Because money contributed to God is used for the building, only activities that 
God wants can and should be advocated.

III. “You Don’t Believe In Christmas And Easter”
A. This myth has a strong foundation in truth and only veers into mythology slightly.
B. The word “holy” means “sacred, consecrated, hallowed, and sanctified” so a holy 

day would be a day that is sacred or set apart for the Lord.
1. Several items were called “holy” in the Old Testament: holy ground (Exodus 

3:5), holy day (Exodus 35:2), holy place (Exodus 26:33), holy vessels (1 
Kings 8:4) and holy nation (Exodus 19:6).

2. In each case these were holy or special because they were set apart for the 
service for God.

C. What makes something holy? There are at least two principles involved. 
1. First, God declares it to be holy. In every one of the items mentioned above, 

God said they were holy.
2. Second, it must be set apart for God’s purpose and service. Again, with every 

one of the items mentioned above, they were holy because they were 
consecrated for the Lord’s purposes.

D. Therefore, we have to conclude that for a day to be a “holy day” it must be a 
special, sacred day set apart for God’s service by the declaration of God Himself.
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E. The members of this church do not conduct special services for any holiday, 
saving an assembly for the Lord’s Supper each Sunday, according to the 
example of the early church.

F. The observance of Christmas as the birthday of Jesus did not begin for hundreds 
of years after the church was established, and is a product of the Catholic 
apostasy that Protestants are supposed to protest.
1. Our respect for the silence of God on Christmas, bolstered by the 

understanding that December 25 is a highly unlikely anniversary for Christ’s 
birth, causes us to forgo a church observance of Christmas.

2. We may partake of the secular aspects of this holiday, as we would 
Thanksgiving or St. Patrick’s Day, but the religious aspects have no place 
because they have no authority.

G. Easter is yet another Catholic curse on the world, strengthened by King James’s 
insistence that Passover be mistranslated as “Easter” in Acts 12:4.
1. This holiday was not observed by Christians until many years after the faith 

was delivered once for all (Jude 3), and thus is going beyond what is written 
into apostasy (2 John 9-11).

2. We may paint eggs and give bunnies and baskets, but we do not limit our 
observance and honor of Christ’s resurrection to once per year this way.

Conclusion. Truth, properly studied and expressed, will not turn everyone’s 
heart from believing a lie, but it might give the honest seeker an open door into the 
simple truths of the New Testament. Your time spent learning how to explains these 
myths will serve you well, so apply yourself to a thorough study of them.

I am deeply indebted to Jeff Smith for the use of his material.
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