
Five Things That Matter 
Introduction. The chaos of everyday crazy keeps on rolling. On Thursday, July 

30, 2020, the US economy shrank by it’s worst quarterly amount ever as the COVID-19 
outbreak put millions out of work. Thousands continue to die every day from the virus 
and it shows no signs of relenting. Hundreds of protests over racial inequality have 
destroyed property all over the world, and Portland, Oregon is essentially under the 
control of a far-left activist group.


With all of this happening, it’s easy to lose sight of what matters. One of the 
great reasons why it’s important to assemble is that we can take the time to investigate 
and put the world’s events into perspective. This perspective is pivotal to settling 
hearts and creating an abundant life.


The Bible explains five essentials that matter in every person’s life, regardless of 
what goes on in the world. If you’ll spend the next several minutes with me in the Bible, 
you can have a greater appreciation for what’s good in the world.


I. Community Matters 
A. There are people in our path and they have value. Some we know well; others 

more casually. No matter what, each adds something to who we are. Some 
provide the backstory of our lives while others pave the path into our future. 
Treasure each of them.


B. The world has never seemed more disinterested in the gospel, yet has never 
needed it more. But that is an amazing opportunity.

1. Nonbelievers need instructing in the reliability of the scriptures and the 

necessity of belief (2 Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 11:6).

2. Nonbelievers need to know what Jesus can do for them and the benefits of 

the gospel (John 7:37-38; Romans 6:7-11).

C. Additionally, believers need edifying in the current dark times. This also 

represents a great opportunity.

1. Saints need comforting or encouraging to put God first (1 Thessalonians 

5:11, 14; Matthew 6:33; Colossians 3:1-2).

2. Saints need exhorting to overcome sin and assemble together (Hebrews 

3:13; 10:25). As we begin to assemble more regularly, it will be a challenge 
because we have all gotten out of the habit.


II. Family Matters 
A. It’s sad that many take their spouse for granted. Don’t. Grow stronger together. 

Grow spiritually together. Grow old together. Perfect marriage? No such thing. 
Just imperfect people finding grace, giving grace, and growing together 
because of it (Ecclesiastes 9:9; 1 Peter 3:7).


B. Children are a blessing and gift from God (Psalm 127:3-5). Righteous children 
learn to honor their parents (Ephesians 6:1). They need training and instruction 
in the spiritual aspect of their lives (Ephesians 6:4). This takes a lot of time and 
deliberate effort from parents.


 of 1 2



III. Time Matters 
A. God determines the limits of human existence (Job 14:5; Acts 17:26). We all 

have the same amount of time. Managing time comes down to one action: 
choices. Sometimes, we say “yes” too often and in so doing, we lose control of 
our lives.


B. God will judge our time that we spend (Ecclesiastes 3:17), so we need to 
remember God (Ecclesiastes 12:1), number our days (Psalm 90:12), and redeem 
our time (Ephesians 5:15-16; Colossians 4:5).


C. Determine to become more intentional with your time. Redeeming your time 
means a lot of practical actions: reading, studying, and meditating on scripture, 
praying, teaching, and serving. Once time is spent, it’s gone. Use it well.


IV. Peace Matters 
A. Christ died so that we would have peace with God (Romans 5:1; Ephesians 

2:14, 17). That peace with God can then translate into peace with others. In fact, 
we should pursue it (Romans 12:18; 14:19; 1 Corinthians 7:15; Hebrews 12:14).


B. Love yourself enough to protect your peace. When you protect your peace, you 
balance your emotions, manage your relationships, and handle your stress more 
effectively.

1. You can conquer bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, evil speaking, and malice.

2. On the other hand, you can be more kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving 

(Ephesians 4:31-32).

3. Peace can also help you cope with doubt, anxiety, depression, loneliness, 

and other afflictions of the heart (1 Kings 19:9-18; Mark 4:38-41).

C. God’s wisdom has given you the wonderful tool of prayer to help with peace 

(Philippians 4:6-7).


V. God Matters 
A. In an unpredictable world, God is there and He matters. What should be our 

response to the heavenly Father? In a word: respect.

B. Respect God by obeying Him (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14). Respect Him by loving 

your neighbor as yourself (Romans 13:8-10). Respect Him by living your faith 
and trusting Him as your rock and refuge (Psalm 18:2).


Conclusion. You matter. God made only one you. You are unique. You are loved. 
Had you been the only person on the face of His earth, Jesus would have died just for 
you. You don’t have to understand it, just rejoice in it.


You can insulate yourself against all the chaos and craziness in the world by 
making each day count by focusing on what matters. And because today matters too, 
use it to obey God.


I am deeply indebted to Wilson Adams for the use of his material.
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