
“Greatly Rejoice”

Introduction. Rejoice? I’ve been laid off. I’m down to my last dollar. The 

landlord just served an eviction notice. We’ve had a death in the family. The children 
are sick. On top of all that, I’m being ridiculed for my faith. You’re telling me to greatly 
rejoice? What are you thinking? How can I rejoice?


Look with me to Peter’s first epistle. Writing to saints scattered throughout the 
first century, he said, “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need 
be, you have been grieved by various trials” (1:6). How could these believers greatly 
rejoice when they were grieved by various trials? If they could greatly rejoice while 
suffering grief, is it possible for us to do the same when we are distressed? It is — and 
it’s all about controlling the mind by controlling our focus. Peter gives eight suggestions 
on what to emphasize in order to always greatly rejoice.


I. We Have A Better Home (v. 1) 
A. Peter refers to his audience as “strangers” (1:1) and appeals to them “as 

strangers and pilgrims” (2:11). “Strangers” is saying that Christians are pilgrims 
who do not reside permanently on earth. They belong to the heavenly realm.


B. He speaks of “the time of your stay here” (1:17). Thus, we are temporary 
residents (Hebrews 11:13-16; 13:14; cp. 2 Peter 2:15, “decease” or “exodus”).


II. We Are A Chosen Generation (v. 2) 
A. Peter identified these strangers and pilgrims as “elect” (1:2) and “a chosen 

generation” (2:9).

B. “Elect,” which occurs 22 times in the New Testament, means “to pick out, to 

select.” The word was used in the papyri in our sense of the word “select” or 
“choice.” “Elect” reminds the scattered Christians in danger of persecution that 
God’s purposes for them are certain and gracious.


C. We are chosen in Christ, where we are blessed with all spiritual blessings in the 
heavenly places (Ephesians 1:3-4). This makes us special.


III. We Have A Living Hope (v. 3) 
A. We do not sorrow as others which have no hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13). Our 

hope is an eager, confident expectation of the life to come. Peter indicates that 
it grows and increases in strength year by year.


B. Christ’s resurrection from the dead secures for His people both new resurrection 
bodies and new spiritual life (1 Corinthians 15:22; Colossians 2:13). Christians 
do not in this age receive new bodies but God does grant, on the basis of 
Jesus’ resurrection, renewed spirits. Thus, believers have been spiritually 
“raised with Christ” (Ephesians 2:6; Colossians 3:1; cp. Romans 6:4, 11).


IV. We Have An Inheritance In Heaven (v. 4) 
A. The readers have been born again, not to obtain a family inheritance in the 

earthly land of Canaan, but to obtain an inheritance in the eternal city of God.
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B. The New Testament regularly uses “inheritance” to refer to a believer’s “share” 
in the heavenly kingdom, his or her future heavenly reward (Galatians 3:18; 
Ephesians 1:14, 18; 5:5; Colossians 3:24; Hebrews 9:15).

1. The hymn, “Where The Roses Never Fade,” reminds us that trials and 

troubles can’t take this inheritance away.

2. So many inheritances vanish prematurely because of a parent’s remarriage, 

no will, no premarital agreement, failure to update estate plan or life 
insurance beneficiary. But this inheritance will never be spoiled or destroyed.


V. We Are Kept By The Power Of God (v. 5) 
A. The gospel is the power of God to salvation (Romans 1:16). As those in 

Hebrews 11, who suffered many difficulties, “died in faith” (v. 13), so can we.

B. Verse 5 is a great assurance of the power of God who can bless the faithful 

Christian with the promised inheritance at the end of time. The verse is not 
intended to be a promise of preservation from apostasy. While we may suffer 
weakness, God never will.


VI. We Have Salvation In The Last Time (v. 5, 9) 
A. Salvation includes rescue, renewal, and restoration. In this passage, it is a 

synonym for “inheritance.”

1. In the Old Testament it primarily meant a physical deliverance for individuals 

and the nation of Israel (Genesis 45:7).

2. In the New Testament it indicates spiritual deliverance from sin and is 

accomplished through the person and work of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:21).

B. Salvation is mentioned twice in this section: “salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time” (1:5) and “receiving the end of your faith — the salvation of your 
souls” (1:9).


C. “Receiving” gives the reason for joy, while stressing that the anticipated 
salvation is even now in the process of realization. The “end” or consummation 
of obedient faith is “the salvation of your souls” (Romans 1:5; 16:26).


VII.We Know Grief Is Temporary (v. 6) 
A. Peter mentioned “a little while.” Ethan the Ezrahite stated, “Remember how 

short my time is” (Psalm 89:47; cp. James 4:14 ). Therefore, suffering lasts for a 
short time.


B. Paul additionally exhorted that affliction lasts for only a moment, but the results 
are an “eternal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17).


VIII.We Can Rejoice With Joy Inexpressible (vv. 7-8) 
A. Peter shifts the focus of attention from present distress to future happiness. The 

future inheritance was to them a source of fantastic joy, even in the midst of 
their many sufferings and trials.

1. When gold is refined, its impurities are removed by a fiery process. Though 

extremely durable, it belongs to this world.

2. Faith, which is more valuable than gold because it lasts longer and reaches 

beyond this temporal order, is purified in the tests of life.
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3. Gold, not faith, is highly valued by people. But God will set His stamp of 
approval on faith that has been tested and will show this when Christ comes.


B. Without seeing Jesus, Peter’s readers have come to love Jesus because they 
believe He loved them enough to die for them. Christians do not rejoice with 
inexpressible joy because of sufferings, but because of the glorious expectation 
of their future with Christ.


C. Our faith is designed and adapted to secure salvation. The fact of their 
faithfulness, peace, and joy in their trials gave proof that they would be saved.


Conclusion. Christians do not have joy based on external circumstances. That’s 
why a “prison epistle” was an “epistle of joy” with the plea, “Rejoice in the Lord always. 
Again I will say, rejoice” (Philippians 4:4).


Instead of dwelling on your distress, focused on the world and its problems, 
thinking about who you’re not and what you don’t have, recognize who you are and 
what you do have — in the Lord. If we let Him, the Lord will be our strength too 
(Habakkuk 3:17-19).


I am deeply indebted to John Isaac Edwards for the use of his material.
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