
Jesus And The Bible 
Introduction. The General Sherman Tree is the world’s largest tree, measured by 

volume. It stands 275 feet tall and is over 36 feet wide at the base. It began growing 
before the birth of Christ and weighs 2.7 million pounds. It has branches that are 
almost 7 feet in diameter.


This giant of a tree has flourished in California’s Sierra Nevada mountains 
despite drought, fire, and disease. It is home to hundreds of species of animals and 
plants and produces over 12,000 pounds of oxygen a year.


What keeps this amazing tree alive? Sap. The tree’s roots pull water and vital 
nutrients from the earth. This is combined with sugars created in the leaves by 
photosynthesis to create sap — the life-blood of the tree.


Jesus’ teachings depend on a life-giving sap too — the living and enduring word 
of God (1 Peter 1:23). Like nutrients and water pulled up from the roots, Jesus’ life and 
teachings are rooted in the scriptures, bringing life and power to everything He taught.


Jesus established and confirmed Himself by the use of miracles, wonders, and 
signs (Acts 2:22). These were carefully used to establish belief (John 20:30-31). 
Throughout history, people by the billions have believed on Jesus — but they’ve 
denigrated the scriptures to merely writings by men. If you believe on Jesus, then you 
have to answer the question as to what you do with the scriptures. 


A Christian’s attitude toward every matter must be the same as Jesus 
(Philippians 2:5-8). It doesn’t take long to evaluate how Jesus viewed scripture, and 
therefore prove what my attitude needs to be toward them.


I. He Saw Them As Coming From God 
A. Jesus understood this in Mark 7:10-13. He dealt with the Jewish practice of 

children neglecting needy parents by dedicating their means to God. In the 
context He referred to what Moses said in the accounts of Exodus and 
Deuteronomy, and He then accused the Jews of voiding the word of God 
through their tradition in this and in other matters.


B. Jesus obviously said that the writings of Moses were equivalent to God’s word. 
He did not here refer to its becoming God’s word to them at some time when 
their awareness of its impact suddenly dawned. It was God’s word even while 
they were guilty of rejecting it in their lives.


II. He Saw Them As Inerrant And Verbally Inspired 
A. “Inerrant” means “free from error,” and “verbally inspired” means that the very 

words employed by the writers were endorsed by the Spirit as the product of 
God’s mind (1 Corinthians 2:9-13).


B. In Matthew 22:31-32 Jesus replied to the enigmatic case of the woman married 
seven times, as presented by the Sadducees to overcome any idea of a 
resurrection from the dead or of a spirit surviving death. His reply began with a 
citation of what God said to Moses at the burning bush: “I am the God of 
Abraham.” His point was that God is eternally existent, and He based this 
contention on the tense of the verb “am.” If Jesus did not believe in the 
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inspiration and inerrancy of the words used in the scriptures, then His argument 
falls flat.


C. A similar instance occurs in Paul’s explanation of Jesus Christ as the singular 
seed of Abraham through whom the entire world can be blessed (Galatians 
3:16). He built his case on the singular (as opposed to plural) number of the 
noun used. So not only did the Lord view the scriptures in this way, but the 
apostles did as well.


III. He Saw Them As Authoritative And Obligatory 
A. In John 10:35 He declared, “The scripture cannot be broken.” “Broken” means 

“set aside, annulled, or proven false.” This statement was made because of the 
desire of the Jews to stone Jesus for blasphemy. Jesus quoted from Psalm 
82:6 which represents God as addressing a group of beings whom He calls 
“gods” and “sons of the Most High.” If these terms can be applied to ordinary 
mortals, how could Jesus be accused of blasphemy when He applied them to 
Himself, the One whom God sent into the world? Jesus was merely asserting 
what He was by right.


B. The traditions of the fathers did not begin to approach this same level. Before 
anyone treats scripture lightly, he must first contend with Jesus’ teaching that it 
bears the authority of God on its face and is incumbent on all human beings in 
its declarations, promises, and warnings. In this connection He often said that 
either certain events in His life or His entire ministry fulfilled various Old 
Testament passages (Matthew 4:14; 21:5; Luke 4:21; 24:27).


IV. He Saw Them As Historically True 
A. How else can anyone explain His use of the Old Testament incidents in efforts 

to teach people? He obviously accepted the historical accuracy of Moses and 
other Old Testament writers without reservation.


B. His allusions to the creation in Matthew 19:4, to the flood in Noah’s day in 
Matthew 24:37-38, to the incident of Jonah and the fish in Matthew 12:40, and 
to the repentance of the people in Nineveh in Matthew 12:41 all depend on His 
acceptance of the historically accurate accounts of which they are a part. Other 
Old Testament events/persons (Abel, Elijah, Elisha, and Daniel) could also be 
cited in His teaching as sharing in this endorsement.


V. He Saw Them As Beneficial In Their Effect 
A. Jesus said that people should live by the words coming from God; life is 

dependent on them (Matthew 4:4; cp Acts 5:20; Philippians 2:16).

B. In the immediate context Satan’s misuse of the scriptures is pitted against 

Jesus’ correct employment of them, forcing the conclusion that there are right 
and wrong ways to interpret and use the scriptures.


C. Satan obviously wrongly construed them in some instances, whereas Jesus 
interpreted them correctly and used them appropriately. They are words of truth 
(James 1:18), meant to be used for man’s benefit (Romans 15:4).
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Conclusion. The view that Jesus held of the scriptures — a high and lofty one 
— should dictate our view. Such a high regard for the words that God has given will 
affect our interpretation of them, our use of them, and our response to them.


I am deeply indebted to Bobby L. Graham for the use of his material.
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