
Alternatives For Faith 
Introduction. Alumni and fans made UCLA football coach Pepper Rodgers’s life 

miserable the year his Bruins got off to a horrible start. Nobody in Southern California 
would hang out with him. “My dog was my only true friend,” Rodgers said. “I told my 
wife that every man needs at least two good friends. She bought me another dog.” 
Rodgers was tough in the face of adversity, however. When his players at UCLA were 
having difficulty adapting to his new offense he’d installed and the school’s alumni 
demanded that he adopt another system, Rodgers didn’t budge. “The system is like 
Christianity,” he said. “If you believe in it only until something goes wrong, you didn’t 
believe in it in the first place.”


The Bible teaches that faith is an utmost necessity to please God (John 1:12; 
Hebrews 11:6). Faith is “the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen” (Hebrews 11:1). However, our faith, while subjective, is not static. We are going 
to look in this lesson at five possible alternatives for your faith.


I. Increased 
A. Luke 17:5.

B. 2 Corinthians 10:15.

C. 2 Thessalonians 1:3.


II. Perfected 
A. James 2:14-24.

B. Galatians 5:6.

C. 1 Thessalonians 3:10.


III. Deepened 
A. Romans 1:8, 12.

B. 2 Peter 1:5-7.

C. Revelation 2:18-19.


IV. Sustained 
A. 2 Timothy 2:22.

B. 1 Peter 1:4-5.

C. 2 Timothy 4:7-8.


V. Shipwrecked 
A. 1 Timothy 1:19-20; 2 Timothy 2:17-18.

B. 1 Corinthians 9:27; 15:14-17.

C. 1 Thessalonians 3:5-8.


Conclusion. What is happening to your faith? Are you increasing your faith by 
adding to it and perfecting it with works? Or is it in the process of being overthrown by 
a lack of study or false teaching? To make it to heaven, keep your faith, based on the 
power of God and not the wisdom of men, until death (1 Corinthians 2:5; 2 Timothy 
4:7-8; 1 Peter 1:4-5).
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