
Love Is Hard
Introduction. Paul knew the Corinthian church well. He laid the foundation of 

Christ Jesus there. He knew the terrible influence their culture had on them. He saw the 
awful effects of earthly, sensual, and devilish wisdom (James 3:14-16). The church 
contained divisions, carnality, lawsuits, problems in marriages, uncaring attitudes, false 
doctrines, abuses of the Lord’s Supper, and even misuses of spiritual gifts. These 
brethren needed love.

Many poems, songs, and books have been written about love and what it means, 
but love is from God (1 John 4:7) — clearly He can tell us the true essence of love. The 
most complete description of love is found in 1 Corinthians 13, but God doesn’t define 
love in terms of attitudes, feelings, or ideology — He only describes love in action. If 
love were a person, this is what it would do.

A few years ago The New Times, an online news source, published the results of 
this question: “What does love mean?” It was posed by professionals in human behavior 
to a group of 4-8 year-olds. Here are some of their answers:

“When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t bend over and paint her 
toenails anymore. So my grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands 
got arthritis too. That’s love.” Rebecca – age 8.

“When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just 
know that your name is safe in their mouth.” Billy – age 4.

“Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before 
giving it to him, to make sure the taste is okay.” Danny – age 7.

“Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, and then he wears it every day.” 
Noelle – age 7.

“Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken.” Elaine – age 5.
“Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is more 

handsome than Tom Cruise.” Chris – age 7.
The Bible’s “love chapter” specifically mentions 15 traits of true love, the love of 

commitment and of the whole being. These traits are mostly negative, but vv. 7-8 
conclude with five positive ones that will challenge us in all our marriage relationships.

I. Love Knows No Limit
A. “Bear” means “to protect or preserve by covering.” The figure has reference to 

enduring and quietly suffering inflictions. Out of regard and honest concern for 
the value of another person, love will do everything it can to cover up the sin of 
that person. Love will warn, rebuke, and discipline as needed, but it will protect 
as much as possible.

B. We say, “There’s a limit.” “I’ve got to draw the line somewhere.” “I can only take 
so much.” I’ve heard husbands who left their wives say, “I couldn’t put up with 
her anymore.”

C. Love never complains that it is made to endure and to suffer too much; its 
capacity for suffering is incredibly great. Remember all that the Lord’s love 
suffered (Hebrews 12:2-3). True love can bear any insult, withstand any injury, 
and suffer any disappointment. Love never gives up or gives way easily.
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II. Love Knows No End
A. Love and trust go together. Love believes the best about the object of its love. It 

does not automatically react with suspicion, mistrust, or misgiving. Love does not 
ignore sin, but it believes in people until shown otherwise.

B. This does not mean that love is gullible, but that it does not think the worst (as is 
the way of the world) of others. It retains its faith. It is always gives the benefit of 
the doubt. Love wants to see the best in all, just as Paul wanted with so many 
beloved brethren (Romans 1:8; Colossians 2:5; 2 Timothy 1:5). It is confident to 
the last.

C. Love does not see people as they are, but as they can be. Love’s special bond is 
birthed in the blood of Jesus. Even when trust is broken, love finds a way to 
rebuild trust.

III. Love Knows No Fading
A. This is not the hope which is directed to God in expectation of good gifts from 

Him, but the hope that is directed toward our mate, which expects what is best 
from them. While the word is used of our hope in Christ and heaven (Romans 
8:24; 1 Corinthians 15:19), it is also used in the sense of positive hope toward 
others (Romans 15:24; 1 Corinthians 16:7; 1 Timothy 3:14).

B. Jesus believed that no person was hopeless. His love was expressed in hope 
toward the sinful woman (Luke 7:47), the rich young ruler (Mark 10:21), 
Nicodemus (John 3:10), and the woman taken in adultery (John 8:11).

C. I’ve heard wives exclaim in desperation, “It’s hopeless. And he’s hopeless.” Our 
God is a God of hope, and a God who is the essence and epitome of love. 
Because God is love, we are never without hope. And because we belong to 
God and share in His love, we hold on to hope for those we love.

D. What happens when you have covered sin in love, believed the best, and it does 
not turn out the way you wanted? The arrogant husband or the stubborn wife 
does not repent and turn? Love hangs on to hope.

E. This is the forward look. This is not an unreasoning optimism, which fails to take 
reality into account. It is a refusal to take failure as final. Hope knows no 
pessimism. Love always expects grace to conquer and win the day.

IV. Love Can Outlast
A. When love has borne, believed, and hoped and is disappointed, it endures 

anyway. “Endures” is a military term that has to do with being positioned in battle 
against incredible opposition (2 Timothy 2:10, 12; cp. Romans 12:12, “patient”). 
In the thick of the battle, this soldier is undismayed. This is the opposite of 
running away and giving up in defeat.

B. I’ve spoken with spouses who say that they’ve endured thoughtless or terrible 
behavior for 20, 30, or 40 years. They stay because love seeks to respect 
commitment and outlast bad behavior.

C. Love cares too much to give up — it refuses to accept failure as final. Love is not 
overwhelmed, but it plays its part whatever the difficulties. Love will overcome 
hate, vanquish bitterness, and defeat envy and jealousy. Love will survive even 
the bleakest of circumstances, situations, and problems.
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D. You probably repeated marriage vows that went something like this: “I take you 
to be my wedded husband (or wife) to have and to hold from this day forward … 
For better or for worse … For richer or for poorer … In sickness and in health … 
To love and to cherish … Until death do us part.” Love bears with positive, 
triumphant fortitude.

V. Love Still Stands
A. Love will last forever (Song of Solomon 8:7). Love is absolute in its permanency. 

Dispensations change, but not love.
B. Over against this permanence of love Paul sets the certain passing away of gifts 

on which the Corinthians attached so much importance. Miraculous gifts cease, 
but not love. Prophecy reaches its end, but not love.

C. While at times our perception may be dulled, our understanding diminished, or 
our emotions diluted, true love is absolute in its perfection. We should be 
indelibly captivated by our mate’s love (Proverbs 5:19; cp. Genesis 29:20).

Conclusion. Paul does not describe love in its greatest works, sacrifices, 
martyrdoms, triumphs; he goes into the ordinary circumstances of life as we meet them 
day by day and shows us the picture of love as it must be under these.

Love is absolute in its supremacy. Faith is a great quality. By it we come to God. 
It’s necessary for salvation. It’s imperative for Christian growth. Hope is indispensable to 
Christian endurance. Without hope, there is no incentive to go on. There is nothing to 
look forward to. But love outshines both faith and hope. When faith is lost in sight, and 
hope is realized in eternity, love lives on. It is the crowning quality of all other virtues.

Paul had partaken of divine love. He knew his own sinfulness (1 Timothy 
1:12-15), but he also knew the power that works in a Christian (Ephesians 3:17-21). If 
there was hope for the Corinthians to act in love, there is hope for us. Start today in your 
marriage to do what love does.

I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.

 of 3 3


