
The 70 Weeks Of Daniel

Introduction. The Bible immensely impresses the Bible student because of all its 
prophecies about Jesus (particularly in the Old Testament). Over 300 of them can be 
listed and studied, and that builds our faith in the Messiah as the Son of God.

A great prophecy to study is the 70 weeks of Daniel 9:24-27. While it’s not one 
that a lot of people know, it’s really incredible in its breadth and depth regarding the 
work of the Messiah and the brief period of time beyond His death on the cross.

I. The Historical Context
A. Because of Israel’s apostasy, Jeremiah prophesied that the Jews would be 

captives in Babylon for 70 years (Jeremiah 25:12; 29:10). The prophecies proved 
accurate — the period of the Babylon detention was 70 years (2 Chronicles 
36:21; Daniel 9:2; Zechariah 1:12; 7:5).

B. In the first year of Darius (538 B.C.), Daniel, reflecting on Jeremiah's prophesies, 
calculated that the captivity period was almost over (9:16-17).
1. He approaches God in prayer and he confesses his sins and those of the 

nation.
2. He petitioned God to turn away His wrath from Jerusalem to permit the 

temple to be rebuilt.
3. The Lord sent a message by way of Gabriel (9:24-27).

C. The house of God would be rebuilt and a more significant blessing would come.
1. This would be in the person of the Anointed One or Christ who would be 

greater than the temple (Matthew 12:6).
2. This prophecy was a consolation to the now despondent Hebrews in captivity.

II. The Messiah’s Mission
A. Six phrases are listed that remarkably cover the work of the Messiah. The first 

three relate to the removal of sin; the second three to the restoration of 
righteousness. Note that these focus on the Savior’s work at the cross, not at His 
second coming. The Premillennialist teaches it happens on His second coming.

B. “To finish the transgression.”
1. At the time Daniel received this prophecy, God’s plan was nowhere near 

complete. But God knew how events would end.
2. Israel would indeed reject their Messiah. In this act they would “finish 

transgression,” that is, they would finally fill up the cup of their iniquity and 
God would be done with them (Matthew 23:32-39; cp. Genesis 15:16). 

C. “To make an end of sins.”
1. He did not remove sins from the earth. However, He did introduce a “system” 

that could effectively and permanently provide freedom from sin.
2. This is one the themes of Hebrews — Jesus’ death was a “once for all” event 

(Hebrews 9:26). The Lord will never be sacrificed again.
D. “To make reconciliation for iniquity.”

1. The death of Jesus would effect reconciliation between all men and God 
(Romans 5:6-10; Ephesians 2:11-22; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Hebrews 2:17).

 of 1 4



2. While God had passed over sin in previous ages, He could not do so 
justifiably without the ensuing death of His Son (Acts 17:30-31; Hebrews 
9:11-15).

E. “To bring in everlasting righteousness.”
1. This is in reference to the “gospel age” and is made known through the 

gospel (Romans 1:16-17).
2. The apostle Paul argues that heaven’s plan for accounting man as “righteous” 

is made known “at the present time” (Romans 3:21-26).
3. The major burden of the Old Testament was to proclaim and explain the 

coming of God’s Son.
F. “To seal up vision and prophecy.”

1. The Hebrew term means, “that which is brought to a conclusion or is 
finished.”

2. Peter declared that the prophets of ancient times prophesied of the 
“sufferings of Christ and the glories that should follow them” (1 Peter 1:10-12).

3. With the coming of the Savior to effect human redemption, and with the 
completion of the New Testament record which sets forth that message, the 
need for “vision and prophecy” along with other gifts have ceased (Ephesians 
4:11-16; 1 Corinthians 13:8-13). There are no supernatural “visions” and 
“prophecies” being given by God in this present age.

G. “To anoint the Most Holy.”
1. Dispensational Premillennialists interpret this as a reference to the rebuilding 

of the Jewish temple during the millennium. But this is not supported by facts 
within the scriptures.

2. The expression “Most Holy” is an allusion to Christ Himself. The “anointed” a 
reference to the Lord with the Holy Spirit at the beginning of His ministry 
(Matthew 3:16; Acts 10:38).

3. The “anointing” of Jesus was prophesied in the Old Testament (Isaiah 61:1). 
Therefore, the title “Anointed” means “the Christ.”

III. The Chronology
A. The two major ways of interpreting this prophecy are literal and figurative. The 

literal view is accepted by most people.
1. The chronology involves three points: (1) a beginning; (2) a duration period; 

and, (3) a conclusion.
2. The beginning point was to coincide with a command to “restore and rebuild 

Jerusalem.”
3. The time span between the starting point and the concluding event was 

described as 70 weeks.
a) This is 70 weeks of seven days each, which is 490 days. Each day was to 

represent a year in prophetic history (cp. Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:4-6).
b) Finally, the terminal event would be the “cutting off” or the “death” of the 

anointed one.
c) The chronology is divided into three segments, the total of which 

represented 486 1/2 years.
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d) This would be the span between the command to restore Jerusalem and 
the Messiah’s death.

4. Ezra took a company back to Israel in 457 B.C. This is the beginning point of 
the prophecy. If we start at this date and go forward 486 1/2 years, the 
resulting date is A.D. 30, which was the year of Christ’s crucifixion. In the 
middle of the last week, the Messiah was to be cut off or killed (Isaiah 53:8).

5. Why are the 70 weeks of Daniel divided into three segments?
a) There is indeed a purpose to the segments.

(1) The first division of seven weeks (49 years) covers the period of time 
during which the actual rebuilding of Jerusalem would be underway 
following the Jews’ return to Palestine (Daniel 9:25). This was the 
answer to Daniel’s prayer in Daniel 9:16.

(2) The reconstruction era was during troubling times. The Jews’ enemies 
harassed them in earlier days (Ezra 4:1-6) and they continued in the 
time of Ezra and Nehemiah.

b) The second segment (62 weeks or 434 years), when added to the 
previous segment of 49 years, gives a total of 483 years.
(1) This figure is computed from 457 B.C. and terminates in A.D. 26.
(2) This was the year of Christ’s baptism and the beginning of His 

ministry.
c) The third segment, the “middle of the week,” reflects the time of the Lord’s 

preaching ministry. This segment ends in the year of Christ’s death.
B. The non-chronological view considers it to be figurative. The book of Daniel 

abounds in figures; therefore, what possible reason is there for making the 
numbers found in it literal?
1. Making the weeks literal is based on an arbitrary application of the figures 

seen elsewhere to this text.
a) The number seven is significant in Jewish literature. It and its multiples 

signify completeness, perfection, and totality.
b) There are several examples in the Bible of the number seven used to 

signify completeness and totality (Genesis 4:15, 24; 2 Chronicles 36:21; 
Proverbs 6:31; Isaiah 30:26; Daniel 3:19; 4:23, 25, 32; Matthew 18:21).

2. The 70 weeks is a symbol of the time in which God would complete His plan 
for the Jews, Jerusalem, and Jesus.
a) The chronological view means picking a rebuilding date from several 

possible dates and then reconciling it to meet a specific timeframe.
b) Also, the last half week neglects the clear references to the destruction of 

Jerusalem by the Romans.
c) The elaborate math in order to substantiate an exact and literal 

interpretation is full of difficulties and inaccuracies. This view cannot be 
reconciled with history or scripture.

IV. The Consequences
A. Our Lord was put to death by the Jews (John 1:11).

1. However, the “Anointed One” would “confirm the covenant.” This means that 
the Messiah’s covenant will remain firm or prevail even though He is killed.
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2. As a result, the nation of Israel suffered a serious consequence for its role in 
the death of the Messiah.

B. Daniel’s prophecy tells of the Roman invasion of Jerusalem and the destruction 
of the Jewish temple.
1. The prophet spoke of a certain “prince” that would come and who would 

“destroy the city and the sanctuary” like an overwhelming flood (Daniel 9:26).
2. All this was determined by God because of the Jews’ rejection of His Son 

(Matthew 21:37-22:7).
3. As a result of Christ’s death, “the sacrifice and offering” would cease.

a) This is an allusion to the cessation of Jewish sacrifices as a consequence 
of Jesus’ sacrifice.

b) When Jesus died, the Mosaic law was “nailed to the cross” (Colossians 
2:14). The “middle wall of separation” was abolished (Ephesians 2:13-17).

c) The “first covenant” was replaced by the “second” one (Hebrews 10:9-10). 
This was the “new covenant” of Jeremiah’s prophecy (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 
that was ratified by the blood of Christ (Matthew 26:28).

C. This interpretation is quite simple on the surface.
1. During Christ’s preaching regarding the destruction of Jerusalem (Matthew 

24:1-34), He talked about the “abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet” (v. 15; Daniel 9:27).

2. The “abomination of desolation” was the Roman army under its commander 
“the prince” Titus (Daniel 9:26; cp. Luke 21:20).
a) The “prince” of Daniel 9:26 is not the same as the prince of Daniel 9:25.
b) The “prince” of v. 26 comes after the anointed Prince has been cut off.

D. The historical facts.
1. In A.D. 66, the Jews, who were subject to Rome, revolted against the empire. 

This sparked several years of bloody conflict with the Romans.
2. Titus, the son and successor of Vespasian, overthrew Jerusalem after a five 

month siege in the summer of A.D. 70. The holy city was burned and the 
temple was demolished (Matthew 22:7).

3. Christ had informed His disciples that the day was coming when the Jews’ 
“house” would be left desolate (Matthew 23:38). Not one stone would be left 
on another (Matthew 24:2).

4. This event was referred as the “abomination of desolation” because the city of 
David was desolated by the Roman army. It was an abomination because of 
its idolatrous nature. Even the Jews recognized that the destruction of their 
nation was a fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy. Josephus said that “Daniel also 
wrote concerning the Roman government, and that our country should be 
made desolate by them” (Antiquities, X.XI.7).

Conclusion. Daniel’s inspired record regarding the 70 weeks is a profound 
demonstration of true prophecy. It foretells the coming of the Messiah and details the 
redemptive work He would accomplish. The prophecy foretells Jesus’ crucifixion and 
reveals the disastrous consequence of rejecting the Son of God.
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