
Microwave Religion #2 

Introduction. American engineer Percy Spencer is generally credited with 
inventing the modern microwave oven after World War II from radar technology 
developed during the war. Named the “Radarange,” it was first sold in 1946. Low-cost 
microwave ovens affordable for residential use appeared in the late 1970s and their use 
in quickly cooking and reheating foods spread all over the world.


Pragmatism is the belief that meaning or worth is determined by practical 
consequences. To a pragmatist, if a technique or course of action has the desired 
effect, it is good. If it doesn’t seem to work, it must be wrong. But scriptural and 
biblical truth is not determined by testing what “works” and what doesn’t.


Churches today believe that compromise with the world is the only way to reach 
the world. Religious groups have radically departed from their past stances in the Bible 
(as misguided as they might be) and are advocating “microwave religion” as a way to 
attract the masses. In an earlier lesson, we studied of salvation without sacrifice, 
remission without repentance, righteousness without obedience, morality without self-
denial, growth without diligence, and patience without perseverance.


But we need to draw more contrasts in “microwave religion.” the most 
dangerous part of this is that it remakes God in man’s image. There are no short cuts in 
true or “pure and undefiled” religion (James 1:27). We cannot have …


I. Membership Without Responsibility 

A. Elders at strong churches make it clear that you cannot be a part of the 
congregation unless you get involved in the work (Ephesians 4:11-16).

1. Churches can aggressively combat the spectator mentality among the 

people who attend congregations.

2. From the first time a newcomer visits the church, he or she discovers this 

core expectation.

3. Toward that end, a common, successful strategy is to regularly inform 

members that it will prove to be beneficial only if they are willing to get 
involved in the work in some way.


4. Perhaps for too long churches have only concentrated on attendance. Great 
churches measure success by engagement.


B. Ever heard of the “20/80 rule” of organizations? It’s where 20% of the 
congregation does 80% of the work. Bob Dickey taught against this well in his 
parable of the hitchhiker.

1. With his thumb, a hitchhiker says, “You furnish the car, gas, attend to the 

repairs and upkeep, supply the insurance, and I’ll ride with you. But you 
must be going my way, and if you have an accident, I’ll sue for the 
damages.” Sounds pretty one-sided, doesn’t it?


2. There are hitchhikers in other places than just along the road ways. 
Unfortunately, there are sometimes hitchhikers in local churches. These 
members seem to say, “You go to the Bible classes, attend all of the various 
assemblies, do the visitation and personal work, shoulder the 
responsibilities, take care of the meeting house and grounds and all of the 
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things that need doing, and I’ll go along for the ride. But if things aren’t done 
to suit me, I will complain, criticize, and probably get out and hitchhike to 
another group.”


3. You’ve seen them too, haven’t you? You’ve seen professing Christians that 
seem to just be along for the ride. They frustrate the growth and progress of 
the local church. Because of indifference or lack of commitment, they add 
nothing to the furtherance of the Lord’s cause. The only thing they add is 
more work for the faithful. Preachers and elders are usually at a loss to know 
how to awaken them to a sense of their personal responsibility. Many times 
they become so accustomed to riding the coat tails of others that they seem 
to know of no other way to travel.


4. What do we say to hitchhiking church members? Shall we let them keep on 
depending on others without learning to pull their own weight? Shall we 
stand quietly by while they slip closer to eternity, unprepared to meet the 
Lord’s judgment? No, someone needs to remind these “thumbing” members 
that they will never be able to hitch a ride to heaven. And going along just for 
the ride hinders and holds back the congregation’s work. If you know of a 
church member hitchhiker like these we have described, why not lovingly 
talk to him or her about their soul and the need for their help and 
cooperation? Hitchhikers are not permitted on the interstate expressways 
today. Let’s remember that they are not allowed on the Lord’s highway either. 
Hitchhikers, start using your talents (Matthew 25:14-30)!


C. Are you a member of the 20/80 club or the 80/20 club? Are you a “hitchhiker”? 
The church has to be a 100/100 club for its members to get to heaven.


II. Worship Without Reverence 

A. We worship a transcendent God (Isaiah 6:1-5; Hebrews 12:28-29; Revelation 
4:9-11). He is worshiped with reverence (Psalm 33:6-9; 89:7).

1. Contrast a transcendent God with the Jews in the time of Malachi (Malachi 

1:6-8, 12-13).

2. Contrast a transcendent God with the “good buddy” and “entertainment as 

worship” ideals today.

3. Which are you more like?


a) Similar attitudes are reflected in how little people prepare to worship.

b) Similar attitudes are reflected in how people groom and dress.

c) Similar attitudes are reflected in how some consider worship as an 

option, not an obligation.

B. As you stand in line on the judgment day, what will be your thoughts regarding 

how you worshiped God? Will you worry or will you be satisfied that you …


1. Valued and took advantage of every chance to worship?

2. Took worship seriously and did not treat it casually or informally?

3. You came to every worship service mentally and physically prepared?


C. Saints, in both Old and New Testaments, knew that assembling was important 
(Nehemiah 10:39; 1 Corinthians 5:4; 11:17-18, 20; 14:23).


D. One thought that will not cross your mind: “I came too often! I should have 
taken more Sundays off!”
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III. Conviction Without Preaching 

A. The message of apostles to the Jews did not “pull any punches” (Acts 2:23; 
3:13-15). It was preaching that cut to the heart!


B. A lot of churches hear only “sermonettes” today. How do you identify a 
“sermonette”?

1. It avoids “issues” (Acts 20:26-27, 31; Galatians 2:5).

2. It doesn’t identify error (Galatians 3:1; 5:4), much less those teaching and 

practicing error (1 Timothy 1:19-20; 2 Timothy 2:16-18).

3. It presents soft and soothing sermons that cater to the “seeker-friendly 

movement” which exalts marketing over the truth.

a) “Be nice, be soft, or people will leave in droves,” is the operative maxim 

(John 6:26-27, 66).

b) The sermons are decorated with cute and clever stories, pop psychology, 

and references to denominational writers. “If we can just make the 
message palatable so people will like us and feel good about 
themselves” (Romans 1:16; 2 Timothy 4:2).


C. I’ve heard that “sermonettes” that are preached by “preacherettes” will only 
produce “Christianettes” (Isaiah 56:10). A preacher is foolish who only tries to 
win a popularity contest by emphasizing a positive message. He is foolish when 
he fails to speak out against sin (cp. John 16:8).


D. We need preachers today with the spirit of the Old Testament prophets (Isaiah 
58:1; Jeremiah 1:10; 23:29; Ezekiel 6:11). They put power in their preaching. 
They moved men because they were men of fervor and faith.


E. The speaking softly, treading lightly, and stepping carefully kind of preaching will 
not convict the lost. I sure don’t believe in insulting people, but I do believe in 
the kind of preaching that draws the issue, and draws the blood when the 
occasion requires it.


IV. Truth Without Controversy 

A. Truth by its very nature is controversial. I don’t think any preacher intends to be 
“mean,” but it is impossible to preach the truth without being controversial. If 
our preaching doesn’t create controversy, we are not preaching the truth.


B. There are multiple examples in scripture of this fact:

1. Elijah (1 Kings 18:17).

2. John the Baptist (Mark 6:17-19).

3. Jesus (Luke 23:5; John 6:59-61, 66; 8:58-59; 10:30-31).

4. The apostles:


a) Peter and John (Acts 2:23, 36; 3:13-14; 4:10-12; 5:30).

b) Stephen (Acts 7:51-53).

c) Paul (Acts 16:20-22; 17:18; 21:28; 22:22-24; 24:5; 1 Corinthians 4:13).


C. Loads of controversy still awaits the faithful gospel preacher:

1. We can’t preach Jesus as Savior without creating controversy with Atheists, 

Jews, Muslims, Hindus, etc.

2. We can’t preach on the sin of Catholicism and denominationalism and the 

fact the Bible teaches that there is only one church without creating 
controversy among the hundreds of religious groups in this country.
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3. We can’t preach on divorce and remarriage without creating controversy with 
the millions in this land who live in adulterous marriages.


4. We can’t preach concerning the spiritual nature of the church nor the 
church’s scriptural work and worship without creating controversy with those 
who have turned the church into a community service agency, a social club, 
or a recreation center.


D. If our preaching does not “turn the world upside down” (Acts 17:6), we need to 
re-examine what we are preaching and teaching (2 Timothy 4:1-4).


E. Joe H. Blue, in 1944, wrote, “I have been stoned, pelted with green walnuts, and 
with eggs. I have had dynamite put under the pulpit where I was preaching. I 
have had to be guarded while I preached. I have had them threaten to take me 
out of the pulpit and ‘fix’ me so I would never be able to get into another one. I 
have had them threaten to hang me. I have suffered all this for the cause of the 
Lord, and yet have not begun to suffer what our Lord suffered, or the apostles.”


F. Gospel preachers, at least in the U.S., are not being subjected to this level of 
persecution presently. However, I can see such, or even worse, on the horizon 
with subjects like homosexuality and gender fluidity.


V. Unity Without Factions 

A. Paul and John inform us that, unfortunately, division is a fact of life (1 
Corinthians 11:19; 1 John 2:19).


B. People who love truth, peace, and unity do not like factions. Churches have split 
and brethren have splintered, airing their dirty laundry before an unbelieving 
world and rending the heart of God.


C. Do not let the passages above make us complacent or nonchalant when 
factions arise. There is no joy in disturbances and divisions, even though the 
Lord uses them to achieve His purposes. Through eyes blinded by tears, let us 
acknowledge what has occurred and say, “The will of the Lord be done.”


D. Some think that factions are evidence that all have sinned and that none are 
innocent. That is not so. Factious men will fracture the faithful. Truth is a purging 
element. It cleanses the pure in heart and casts out those who will not be 
molded and conformed to it.


E. Error eventually will manifest itself if the truth is preached. Error cannot tolerate 
the heat and light of truth. It works best undercover, in darkness. A faction is 
what the Spirit of truth has surgically removed from the bowels of the body of 
Christ. It is not pretty. It can be messy, hostile, and discouraging. In the end, 
though, the faithful will be left to carry on the work without having parasites to 
steal the nourishment of truth.


F. Pray for unity. Pray for fragments to be restored. Accept factionalism as a sign 
of approval from God, but be no part of it, or of its strife and quarrels. Endeavor 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:2-3).


G. God hates division (Proverbs 6:16-19), but remember what Paul wrote in 1 
Corinthians 11:19. Who is sufficient for this task (2 Corinthians 2:16)?
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VI. Exaltation Without Humiliation 

A. I freely admit that I am a “nobody.” But one day I hope to be “exalted” by God 
and become a “somebody.” This will not be of my own merit; it’s all God’s doing 
(Ephesians 2:8-9).


B. If Jesus had to subject Himself to humiliation in order to be exalted (Matthew 
11:29; Philippians 2:5-8), how can my road to exaltation not be paved by 
humiliation (Matthew 6:10; James 4:7)?


C. If I “conform” myself to His “image” (Romans 8:29) now, He “will transform our 
lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the 
working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself” (Philippians 
3:21; cp. Romans 8:17).


Conclusion. Human wisdom and human philosophy tend to make the state of 
humanity worse, not better. “Microwave religion" downgrades worship, scripture, and 
doctrine. The answer is a congregation full of vibrant, loving, committed saints who 
seek one another’s edification, not just carnal excitement (1 Corinthians 14:5, 26, 40).


Majority reaction and prosperity are not measures of truthfulness. Don’t be 
afraid to be different when you are talking to people who attend churches that are 
satisfied with “microwave religion.”


I am deeply indebted to Craig V. Thomas and Larry Ray Hafley for the use of their 
material.
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