
Andrew 
Introduction. God’s glorious hall of fame overflows with unknown workers of 

the cross. According to the standards set by people today, Andrew would almost be an 
“unknown” Christian. He didn’t have any spectacular miracles recorded. He didn’t 
make any long trips for the Lord. It was not recorded that he converted many souls. 
But he was an apostle and vital to the cause of Christ, as seen in John 1.


Members of Christ’s body often belittle their worth. They easily become 
discouraged because they feel they cannot accomplish anything for God. But even 
well-known workers became discouraged. David, Peter, and Paul all had moments 
when they were discouraged. We make supermen of “famous” workers, and this can 
be harmful, especially when one feels they can’t live up to their legacy.


Andrew serves as a rich example that “unknown” Christians are as equally 
important to the cause of God as famous ones. And we will look at two critical 
attributes of Andrew that make him so valuable to God and so worthy to emulate.


I. Andrew Had Great Sincerity To Search For God 
A. Andrew’s sincerity led him to develop a willingness to search for truth (John 

1:37-40). The answer of John’s disciples was that they wished to know where 
Jesus stayed. They called Him “Rabbi,” which was a Hebrew title of respect 
given by students and seekers of knowledge to their teachers and wise men. 
What they meant was that they did not wish to speak to Jesus in passing. They 
wanted to take some time and really explore the teaching of the Lamb of God.


B. Spiritual thirst comes to the righteous man who hungers to hear and follow 
Christ. Jesus pronounced these as “satisfied” (Matthew 5:6; John 4:14; 6:35; 
7:37). David exhorted Solomon to have a similar heart (1 Chronicles 22:19).


C. People’s knowledge of the Bible suffers because they thirst for other things:

1. Social acceptance.

2. Financial security.

3. Selfish pleasures.


D. Andrew sought his Creator (Hosea 10:12; Matthew 6:33; Acts 17:26-27). From 
that point, Andrew sought companionship with the Lord and had a desire to be 
with Him in eternity (Philippians 1:23). To make Christ mean anything to others 
He must mean something to you.


II. Andrew Had Great Desire To Teach About God 
A. After finding Jesus he did not stop. Andrew put his conviction into practice 

(John 1:41-42). This act came from Andrew’s sincere love of God.

B. No greater work can a man do for God than to convert a soul (Proverbs 11:30; 

James 5:19-20). Andrew exemplified the traits of a true winner of souls:

1. Sincerity — The idea here is a purity of motive which must characterize the 

conduct of Christians (2 Corinthians 1:12; 2:17; 6:3-10).

2. Willingness to search — In order to convert others, we have to be converted 

ourselves (Acts 11:20-21; 14:15; 1 Peter 2:25). We listen and change our 
lives in order to get others to do so.
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3. Desire to proclaim — We have to follow Jesus and not the world (Luke 
11:28). The hypocritical servant will not convert. The regenerated servant 
develops a sincere and convicted heart (Matthew 15:14).


4. Love of Christ — The love of Christ must control us and compel us to teach 
the ministry of reconciliation to others (2 Corinthians 5:14, 20).


C. Andrew did not wait ten years, nor did he spend time in college preparation 
before he felt qualified to influence others for Christ. Andrew had the best news 
to proclaim — and he did it.

1. There are only three times in John’s gospel where Andrew is brought to the 

center stage, and all three times he brought others to Christ (John 1:42; 
6:8-9; 12:20-22).


2. Having found the satisfaction of following the Master himself, he spent the 
rest of his life introducing others to that satisfaction.


D. Andrew stands as a man whose desire was to share the glory of Christ. He 
could not keep Jesus to himself. Without this contribution of this little known 
man, how many of the souls converted by Peter would still be lost?


Conclusion. Most of us will be like Andrew. We will be unknown, but critically 
significant workers for the cross. The body of Christ would be more blessed if we had 
more Andrews. The best preacher in the brotherhood may never stand in a pulpit, 
never speak to more than a half dozen hearers at once, may not be listed as a writer for 
a publication, or even be known in the meeting circuit. The best preacher in the 
brotherhood may not have a vast library of books.


The best preacher in the brotherhood is the person standing quietly next to a 
fellow worker in the factory, the office, the school, or the store, who is known for living 
by the righteousness pictured in the Bible.


It may be a quiet and godly lady whose convictions are deep and sincere and 
who, in her own quiet way, leads others to be like her in demeanor and spirit. It may be 
a sincere teenager who loves the Lord so much he or she cannot be silent, even when 
facing rejection by friends and peers. It may be a man whose education is limited, but 
whose faith is so strong it is known in all places where he lives and works.


The best preacher is the Christian who is willing to speak the word faithfully to 
all with whom he or she can influence. This person does not need a college degree or 
diploma, resume and portfolio, or even a long pedigree of worthy ancestors. The best 
preacher needs merely the dedication and commitment to tell the sweet story of 
salvation faithfully to all who need its saving power.


We are thankful for preachers who are masters of the languages, adept in 
exposition of divine truth, zealous in every thought and deed, powerful in masterful 
oratorical ability, and blessed with a perfect voice as they preach the word of the Lord 
— but give us more of those who truly qualify for the best in the brotherhood. Give us 
more who are full of sincerity, a willingness to search, a desire to proclaim, and a love 
for God. These are true workers for God. These are true soul winners (2 Timothy 2:2).
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