
Do You Feel The Presence Of God? 
Introduction. Where would you say you feel God’s presence? At the lake? In the 

woods? At the ball game? At the race? A social media post in which someone 
commented that they felt God at the lake catching fish caught my attention (no pun 
intended). The person wrote, “I joke about this being how I social distance, but really 
it’s just my way of getting close to God.”


I am afraid that too much of what the world calls religion is tied up in human 
emotion. Denominationalism thrives because it is able, in various ways, to instill a 
“feeling of piety” in people. Furthermore, people speak about “feeling the presence of 
God” or “feeling the Spirit move.” People like this often change churches frequently, 
looking for the feeling they yearn for so much. In fact, their judgment about which 
church to associate with is based solely on this criteria: “I just don’t feel God’s 
presence here.” It doesn’t matter to them how the Bible defines a faithful church.


While this is all highly subjective (i.e. subject to the whims, predisposed beliefs, 
and emotional state) to the one “experiencing God,” this doesn’t mean that the Bible 
has nothing to say about feeling God’s presence.


We’ll talk about the fact that God is with us and then turn our attention to three 
ways in which we should feel God’s presence.


I. God Is Definitely With Us 
A. Psalm 139:1-16 is the standard text on the presence of God, especially vv. 7-12.

B. The presence of God was obvious in His protection of Israel from their enemies 

(Psalm 68:1-8; cp. 37:25).

C. Christ promised to be with His disciples when they went forth teaching His 

disciples (Matthew 28:20).

D. Jesus taught His disciples that God answers prayer. He is sensitive to our 

needs, as much as any father would be (Matthew 7:7-11).

E. If we want to feel the presence of God, we should first seek the kingdom of God 

and His righteousness (Luke 12:30-31).

F. Jesus promises that if our conduct is holy and pure He will not leave us 

(Hebrews 13:5; cp. Deuteronomy 31:6, 8).


II. God Is Present In Nature 
A. The heavens declare the glory of God (Psalm 19:1-6). Negatively speaking, the 

Roman Gentiles rejected what they could clearly see in nature that testified of 
God (Romans 1:18-23). This sent them on a downward spiral of corruption.


B. In fact, it would be wrong to deny that God’s existence and presence is evident 
in nature.

1. How could one look at the Grand Tetons at dawn and not think of God?

2. How could one look at a newborn baby and not imagine God’s design?


C. People mistakenly believe that sitting in a boat in the middle of a crystal clear 
lake in the mountains in the cool fall air is the best place to “experience God,” 
meaning that it is better than being in worship. But the New Testament pattern 
calls for us to assemble together (Acts 20:7).
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III. God Is Present In Worship 
A. When people gather and are united in truth and what truth demands, Christ is 

with them (Matthew 18:20).

B. The priestly service in the tabernacle foreshadowed Christ and His priestly 

offering (Hebrews 9:24-25). As Jesus came into the presence of God in heaven, 
so the High priest would enter the presence of God behind the veil on the day of 
Atonement (cp. Hebrews 9:7).


C. The psalm writers expressed a literal act of entering God’s presence in the 
earthly place called the tabernacle (Psalm 84:1-2, 10; 100:2, 4; 122:1). They 
surely symbolize how, when we worship God we mentally, emotionally, and 
through the acts of worship, physically enter His presence.


D. In 1 Corinthians, Paul said that we “come together” several times for these 
special activities related to Christ (5:4; 11:17-18, 20, 33-34; 14:23, 26). Even in 
the midst of a global pandemic, we need to “come together.” I do not believe 
digital assembly will fulfill God’s will.


E. Certainly God is present with us when we:

1. Pray to Him (Acts 2:42).


a) In prayer, a Christian’s mind is attuned to His creator more than at any 
other time.


b) We imagine ourselves bowed in His presence, before His throne, offering 
our thanksgivings and supplications.


2. Study about Him (Acts 2:42).

a) When we study the apostle’s doctrine, or the Old Testament, we are 

examining all that the Creator has said about Himself, and we are 
learning what it is that Jesus did for us.


b) We are also considering our necessary responses to God’s goodness. 
How could we feel anything other than God’s presence when immersed 
in His words?


3. Memorialize Him (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

a) The Lord’s Supper is called “communion” in 1 Corinthians 10:16 for a 

reason. When we observe the Lord’s Supper, we are in communion with 
His body and blood.


b) We remember the manner in which He died for our sins, and we 
remember the love of God who sacrificed His only Son for our sins.


4. Sing to Him (Ephesians 5:19).

a) When we sing His praises our minds are in accord with God and Christ.

b) The purpose of our singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs is 

twofold: to teach and admonish one another and to praise God 
(Colossians 3:16).


5. Give to Him (2 Corinthians 8:1-5).

a) We do this because we have first given ourselves to the Lord, without 

selfishness and generously.

b) The Macedonians in their poverty set the “gold standard” for those who 

give in every subsequent generation. Any less of a commitment and 
giving will be a mere fleeting act.
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6. The author of the post also said, “There’s lots of days when I fail Him and I 
don’t get it right.” We all feel this way occasionally, but assembling together 
alleviates that issue by giving us confidence that we are showing our love for 
God by fulfilling His commands (John 14:15), and letting us draw closer to 
God regularly, while pushing the devil further away (James 4:7-8).


IV. God Is Present In Christians 
A. Godly character shines through when Christians live in a God-fearing way. This 

is the finest way to demonstrate “pure and undefiled religion” (James 1:27) and 
to show that their faith and works have come together to please God (James 
2:14-16).


B. By being the “salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13), you reveal your “purified soul” (1 
Peter 1:22) and are a “partaker of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4). So be careful 
the next time you let an outsider see your hypocritical heart and actions! Be 
someone that James describes as a “righteous man” (James 5:16).


Conclusion: You can take heart and know that God is near when you are 
hurting, when you are questioning, when you are faithless, and when you’re wondering 
about your purpose in life.


It’s not an overstatement to say that your spirituality constantly boils down to 
decisions you make every day. Paul admonished, “If then you were raised with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of 
God” (Colossians 3:1). While you may be in circumstances where you “feel God” is 
close to you, by your absence from your brethren, you’re making decisions that pushes 
you farther away from Him. This is exactly what the devil wants (1 Peter 5:8).


I am deeply indebted to David Weaks for the use of his material.

 of 3 3


