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Complete In Christ 
Introduction. You and I have watched people get angrier and angrier over the 

last five years. It’s probably deeply alarming to you to watch the devastating, damaging 
impact of tribalization, polarization, and hate in public discourse. We have devolved to 
an unthinkable level compared to a few decades ago as a culture. It’s even more 
horrifying that the church has descended into a lot of the hatred, vitriol, and division 
that has come to plague our culture.


Maybe the saddest part is that while I am shocked at the events of January 6, 
2021, I’ve almost become resigned to them, like they were somehow normal — maybe 
like a video game that played out in real life.


For those who are younger, this was not the way humans always interact. And it 
shouldn’t be how we interact moving forward. Especially in a season like this, the 
culture needs an alternative to itself, not an echo of itself. We need to be reminded of 
the treasures found in the gospel of Christ.


Healings were an essential element of our Lord’s earthly ministry. They 
established His Messianic credentials, showed the tender compassion of God, and 
foreshadowed the kingdom. Our Lord’s healings also illustrate an important principle 
about salvation. When Jesus healed someone, He made them completely healthy 
(Matthew 9:22; 15:28; Luke 7:10).


Just as Jesus made people completely well when He healed physically, so also 
does He provide complete spiritual healing. It does not need to be supplemented by 
human philosophy or psychology, ritualism, mysticism, self-denial, or any other human 
work. When someone is saved, they become a “new creature” (2 Corinthians 5:17).


“Complete” in Colossians 2:10 means “to be filled.” Having stated the truth that 
Christians are complete in Christ, Paul gives three aspects of that completeness in vv. 
11-15: complete salvation, complete forgiveness, and complete victory.


I. Complete Salvation (vv. 11-12) 
A. The Colossian heresy was a mixture of pagan philosophy and Jewish legalism. 

Some held that circumcision alone was enough to save, since it granted 
membership in the covenant nation.


B. For Christians, the physical rite of circumcision is unnecessary because we have 
been circumcised with one made without hands. We have put away sin and are 
now new creations (Romans 6:6; 2 Corinthians 5:17).


C. We are now the circumcision (Philippians 3:3), and this new creation is meant to 
be holy (Matthew 5:8; 1 Corinthians 6:19; 1 Peter 3:11-14).


D. “Working” refers to God’s active power — the same power that raised Jesus 
from the dead. Those who believe that God raised Jesus from the dead will also 
be raised with Him (Romans 10:9).


II. Complete Forgiveness (vv. 13-14) 
A. Unbelievers exist in the sphere or realm of spiritual death. Those who are 

spiritually dead are dominated by Satan and the world, and possess no spiritual, 
eternal life (Ephesians 2:1, 11-12).
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B. However, God should be exalted because the Old Testament declares His 
forgiveness (Psalm 130:3-4; Isaiah 1:18; 55:7; Micah 7:18), as well as the New 
Testament (Matthew 26:28; Acts 10:43; 13:38-39; Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 8:12).


C. Characteristics of God’s forgiveness:

1. It is free (Romans 3:24).

2. It is complete (Romans 5:20).

3. It is eager (Ezekiel 18:23; 33:11).

4. It is certain (Acts 26:18).

5. It is unequalled (Micah 7:18).

6. It is motivating (Ephesians 4:32).


D. “Certificate of debt” means “something written with the hand.” It was used to 
refer to a certification of indebtedness handwritten by the debtor in 
acknowledgment of his debt. The Mosaic Law was hostile in that it was enough 
to condemn the Jew to judgment and hell.


E. “Canceled out” means “to wipe off,” like erasing a blackboard (Acts 3:19, 
“wiped out,” CSB). Not a trace of it remains to be held against us. Our 
forgiveness is complete.


III. Complete Victory (v. 15) 
A. The imagery here is like that of a triumphant Roman general, parading his 

defeated captives through the streets of Rome (cp. 2 Corinthians 2:14-17). 
Christ’s victory on the cross halted the demons in their attempts to stop His 
redemptive work, and stripped Satan of his powers (Hebrews 2:14).


B. To worship such defeated and humiliated beings would be the height of 
foolishness. The cross is the answer to the Colossian errorists’ insistence on 
worshiping angelic beings. Through the Lord Jesus and His work on the cross 
(Ephesians 1:20-23; 3:10), God forgave the believer’s sins, defeating Satan and 
his fallen angels (cp. Romans 8:37-39).


C. Though we still wrestle against the forces of evil (Ephesians 6:12), they cannot 
be victorious. Christ, the crucified, risen Lord of all reigns supreme in the 
universe. To be united with Him is to be free from Satan’s dominion.


Conclusion. The death of Christ brings transformation, pardon, and victory. 
That adds up to complete salvation with complete forgiveness and triumph. It’s no 
wonder that Paul would boast only in the cross (Galatians 6:14).
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