
Some Really Big Questions 
Introduction. In 1 Peter 3:15, God reveals the importance of being able to 

defend our belief in Christ, and as believers we do not need to fear engaging the 
culture of disbelief with the truth of God’s purpose and vision for humankind.


We may have it in our mind that our defenses will be made to a scholarly atheist, 
an aggressive unbeliever, or to an indifferent questioner. But keep in mind that a lot of 
the people who need a solid defense made to them live very closely within our sphere. 
Therefore, your answers can mean the difference between faith and unbelief to your 
children or grandchildren. Therefore, how would you answer these big questions?


I. Who Is God? 
A. We read in Genesis, the first book of the Bible, that God created everything — 

light, earth, water, air, plants, animals, and humans. God created the entire 
world out of nothing — and everything that God created, God called “good” 
(Genesis 1:31).


B. The God of the Bible is not merely one of the abundance of gods from which we 
may pick and choose to worship, nor is He to be put on par with other 
supposed deities (Isaiah 43:10-11). He is the omnipotent Creator and Redeemer 
of mankind. He has wonderful characteristics which make Him a Being worthy 
of worship (Exodus 34:6-7; 1 John 4:7-9). This is established many times over in 
both testaments.


C. The Godhead (the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) is sometimes explained like a 
triangle — three distinct points, yet one figure overall. God, who is one being in 
essence, exists eternally in three persons (Romans 1:20; Colossians 2:9).


II. Why Am I Here? 
A. If evolution is true, we don’t have a unique individual, Adam, but rather a 

population of emergent humankind. Adam can only be a representative man, a 
symbol for mankind. He would have only been one of several anthropoid 
hominids who were approaching the definition of a “human” through a series of 
mutations.


B. But Adam was distinct from all the animals he surveyed, and there was no one 
like him (Genesis 2:20). Scripture teaches that I am special, having been made 
in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27; Psalm 139:13-16). This makes life 
valuable, and not to be destroyed (Genesis 9:6-7). Murderers will be judged 
(Revelation 21:8).


C. Because I am special in God’s sight, I have the specific instructions, from 
Solomon’s eloquent writings on the meaning of life, to enjoy my life and do 
God’s will (Ecclesiastes 2:24-26; 12:13-14).


III. Is Jesus The Only Path To Salvation? 
A. Such an exclusive statement may confuse, surprise, or even offend — but it is 

true nonetheless. The Bible teaches that there is no other way to salvation than 
through Jesus Christ (John 14:6; 17:3). He is not a way, as in one of many; He is 
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the way, as in the one and only. No one, regardless of reputation, achievement, 
special knowledge, or personal holiness, can come to God the Father except 
through Jesus (cp. Acts 4:12).


B. Jesus is the only way to heaven for several reasons:

1. He was “chosen by God” to be the Savior (1 Peter 2:4).

2. He is the only person to have come down from heaven and returned there 

(John 3:13).

3. He is the only person to have lived a perfect human life (Hebrews 4:15).

4. He is the only sacrifice for sin (Hebrews 10:26; 1 John 2:2).

5. He alone fulfilled the Law and the Prophets (Matthew 5:17).

6. He is the only man to have conquered death forever (Hebrews 2:14-15).

7. He is the only Mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5).

8. He is the only man whom God has “highly exalted” (Philippians 2:9).


C. Jesus spoke of Himself as the only way to heaven in several places besides 
John 14:6. He presented Himself as the object of faith in Matthew 7:21-27. He 
said His words are life (John 6:63). He promised that those who believe in Him 
will have eternal life (John 3:14-15). He is the gate of the sheep (John 10:7); the 
bread of life (John 6:35); and the resurrection and the life (John 11:25). No one 
else can rightly claim those titles.


IV. Why The Bible And Not Other Holy Books? 
A. The believer in the Islamic faith has to trust in a private encounter Muhammad 

had, and this encounter is unable to be tested historically. We have no way to 
truly investigate the claims of Joseph Smith (and when we do, they are found 
wanting). Buddhism and Hinduism are not historic faiths, meaning they do not 
have central claims of events in time and space which believers are called on to 
investigate. You either adopt their philosophy or you don’t. There is no objective 
way to test them.


B. Run through every religion that you know of and you will find this to be the case: 
Either it doesn’t give historic details to the central event, the event does not 
carry any worldview-changing significance, or there are no historic events which 
form the foundation of the faith.


C. Now, consider the claims of the New Testament. After a public ministry Christ 
was killed publicly. Christ then rose from the tomb publicly. He showed Himself 
to the public, who then told everyone what they saw. On the other hand, other 
religions (such as Islam and Mormonism) started with a private dream about 
God, a private angelic encounter about God, or a private idea about God. One 
person then told everyone what he saw.


D. This is why you do not have religions based on historic events. They are all, with 
the exception of the New Testament, based on private encounters which cannot 
be verified or subjective ideas which are beyond inquiry. The amazing fact about 
the gospel is that there is so much historic data to be tested. The gospel of 
Christ is, by far, the most verifiable worldview there is, and it flourished in the 
first century among the very people who could test its claims. And even today, it 
calls us to “come and see” if the claims are true (John 1:43-46; 20:26-27).
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V. Why Should The Bible Be The Authority When Making Moral Choices? 
A. Without an absolute standard, morality would be relative and dependent on 

each individual. As you can imagine, this would produce a society that’s harsh 
and unpredictable. But morality isn’t a human invention; it flows from the nature 
of God, who is eternal and unchanging. Therefore, as much as we may want to, 
we cannot determine what is right and wrong on our own (Jeremiah 10:23).


B. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, regarded scripture as the ultimate standard (John 
10:35; 17:17). Psalm 119 is devoted to extolling the greatness of the word of 
God and makes two claims of absolute, unchanging truth (vv. 160, 172). The 
writer of the psalm even explained how to live a moral life (v. 11).


C. I’ve encountered several people who have committed terrible sins. They’ve 
talked about previously believing in God and even committing to live as a 
Christian. Someone has written, “Sudden atheism is often the result of 
longstanding sin.” Unfortunately, I’ve found this to be the case.


VI. How Can There Be Suffering When God Created The World Perfectly? 
A. In order to understand suffering, we have to understand God’s nature, and how 

He created man. God’s creation of man was an expression of His love (1 John 
4:8). His love was further demonstrated when He endowed man with freewill 
(Genesis 2:16-17; Joshua 24:15; Isaiah 7:15; John 5:39-40; 7:17; Revelation 
22:17). Could God be a loving God if He created intelligent beings, then 
programmed them to slavishly serve Him without choice? No! We would cease 
to be human. We would cease to be in the image of God.


B. Also, where freedom of choice is permitted, there exists the possibility that finite 
creatures will make wrong choices. But wrong choices must entail some 
adverse consequences. If all choices, both good and bad, produced exactly the 
same effect, how would one ever learn to choose good and reject evil? Suffering 
consequences produces a willing consent to choose good rather than evil. In a 
way, good can come from the existence of evil and suffering.


C. Long ago, the book of Job demonstrated that Satan is the antagonist of 
mankind (Job 1:12; 2:6). He is the one who binds us to evil and suffering in life 
(Luke 13:16). He seeks people to devour (1 Peter 5:8), and he does so through 
temptation and suffering.


D. No one can be so presumptuous as to assert that man can completely 
understand the problem of suffering. Other than what He has revealed to us in 
the Bible, the mind of God is unknown to man (Romans 11:33). Enough of the 
answers are suggested in the Bible, however, to allow us to trust in the loving 
God who always does what’s right (Genesis 18:25). We have to accept this, 
even in adversity.


VII.Does The Age Of The Earth Really Matter? 
A. Jesus commented that man and woman had been here since the beginning of 

the creation (Mark 10:6). If the evolutionary theories are correct, Jesus is not.  
Being a member of the Godhead, He is omniscient. Therefore, He had to have 
known the truth of the origin of the universe.
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B. Peter spoke of Jesus as the One who did no sin (1 Peter 2:22). The writer of 
Hebrews reiterated that point (4:15). The evolutionary theories, whether they 
intend to or not, accuse Christ of lying. Such an accusation, however, is false. 
And any doctrine that implies a false doctrine is false itself.


C. Since Jesus endorsed the Genesis record, this record is true. If it is not, Jesus is 
a false Christ. Evolution does not believe humanity was made but slowly 
evolved through long eons of time. Jesus said humanity existed from the 
beginning and Mark recorded His affirmation of man’s having existed from the 
beginning of creation. If evolution is true, Jesus is proved to be an unreliable 
witness of the truth. Yes, the age of the earth really matters.


Conclusion. The answers to these questions form the basis of our worldview. 
And that worldview becomes a prime mover for the thoughts we have and decisions 
we make every day. You need this knowledge to ground your faith and motivate you to 
more faithful service to your King.
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