
Why You Need To Study 
Introduction. In a recent article in Christian Headlines, Milton Quintanilla warns 

about the lack of Bible knowledge in 21st century America. Not just in our country, but 
in our churches. Quintanilla quotes Dr. Thomas Schirrmacher, the newly elected 
secretary-general of the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA), who believes that biblical 
illiteracy is a growing, troubling trend in the global evangelical church today.


In an interview with The Christian Post, Schirrmacher explained that “beyond all 
theological differences, financial problems, and political questions,” “our biggest 
problem is that Bible knowledge is fading away.” In the Western world, “more and more 
kids that come from evangelical families are not really rooted in the Bible,” and many 
end up departing from the faith, he asserted.


Young people, even those claiming to be Christians, Schirrmacher said, “only 
know about the Bible what they learned from their conversion” instead of growing 
deeper in biblical knowledge. “The result is that people know much less and are more 
… much more open to secularism and strange things like the ‘health and wealth’ 
gospel,” he added.


Actually, the challenge to know God and His word is an age-old problem. 
Jehovah laments through the Old Testament prophet Hosea, “My people are destroyed 
for lack of knowledge” (4:6; cp. 6:6; 8:14; 13:6). We’ll briefly consider six reasons why 
you need to grow in your Bible knowledge.


I. The Bible Is The Word Of God 
A. The scripture claims to originate from God (2 Timothy 3:16-17; cp. Galatians 

1:12). The word “inspired” means “God-breathed.” It denotes divine activity 
(Isaiah 45:23).


B. Peter penned that “holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20-21). John claimed that his Revelation came from God 
through the messenger of an angel (Revelation 1:1-3).


C. Several proofs of inspiration exist, verifying the Bible’s claims that it is from God.  
The unity of the Bible, it’s agreement with history, it’s agreement with science, 
fulfilled scripture, and impartiality all give stunning evidence of its believability.


D. Batsell Barrett Baxter stated, “There is ‘an air of infallibility’ about the writings 
that make up the Bible.”


II. The Bible Affirms God’s Presence In Our Lives 
A. Some people falsely claim we don’t need the Bible because we can feel God’s 

presence in our lives. But how do you know? Who told you?

B. The Bible tells you (Psalm 37:25; 145:18; Matthew 28:20; Hebrews 13:5). It 

teaches that the “eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to 
their cry” (Psalm 34:15; cp. 1 Peter 3:12).


III. The Bible Declares God’s Nature 
A. The goodness and greatness of God is demonstrated through His personality 

and attributes.
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B. God is love (1 John 4:8). He is holy, compassionate, forgiving, and merciful. How 
do we know? The Bible reveals it (Leviticus 11:44; Psalm 86:15; Isaiah 55:7-8; 
Ephesians 2:4; cp. Exodus 34:6-7).


IV. The Bible Reveals How To Be Saved From Sin 
A. We need redemption because we have fallen away from God (Proverbs 20:9; 

Ecclesiastes 7:20; Jeremiah 2:22; Luke 2:25-38; Romans 3:10-12, 23).

B. We are bought back or purchased from sin through the blood of Jesus 

(Ephesians 1:7, 14; Hebrews 9:11-15; Titus 2:14).

C. How do I come in contact with the blood of Jesus? This question is asked and 

answered in Acts by virtue of multiple examples of people who are saved.

1. The people at Pentecost (Acts 2:38, 41).

2. The Samaritans (Acts 8:6, 12).

3. The eunuch (Acts 8:35-38).

4. Saul (Acts 9:17-18).

5. Cornelius (Acts 10:44-48).

6. Lydia (Acts 16:14-15).

7. The jailer (Acts 16:31-33).

8. The Corinthians (Acts 18:5-8).

9. The Ephesians (Acts 19:4-5).


D. Without the Bible, we know nothing of sin’s entrance, God’s plan, His purpose in 
Christ, and His offer of peace and pardon through the cross (Ephesians 1-2).


V. The Bible Provides A Blueprint For Godly Living 
A. When God redeems us from sin, we are to no longer return to sin (Romans 

6:6-7). The greatest commandment to love God, the second greatest 
commandment to love your neighbor, and the golden rule would be unknown 
without the Bible (Matthew 22:37-40; 7:12).


B. Practical guidelines for families (Ephesians 5:22-6:1-4), social relationships 
(Proverbs 13:20; 22:24-25), and citizenship responsibilities (Romans 13:1-7) are 
found in the Bible. The Bible also reveals extensive precepts for personal 
holiness (1 Peter 1:15; cp. Matthew 15:19-20; Colossians 3:5-10).


VI. The Bible Informs Us Of Our Origin, Purpose, And Eternal Destiny 
A. The Bible tells the story of creation in Genesis, why we are here on earth in 

Ephesians, and what God has planned for His people for eternity in Revelation. 
Without it, we are groping in darkness and without a clue regarding our purpose 
(Acts 17:24-28).


B. Therefore, the Bible is able to make weak people spiritually strong through a 
knowledge of God (Colossians 1:9-14). That’s why Paul exhorts us to read what 
God revealed to him through the Holy Spirit so we can understand God’s will for 
us (Ephesians 3:1-6).


Conclusion. Ignorance can have unexpected consequences. Amanda 
Brisendine, a twenty-six-year-old woman from Renton, Washington, had gained thirty 
pounds in the past year and attributed her weight gain to eating rich foods and having 
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quit smoking. But after several days of abdominal pain so intense that she had to stay 
home from work, she went to the hospital. She returned home later with a newborn 
son, Alexander.


Already a mother to a fourteen-month-old daughter, Brisendine was shocked 
when told she was nine months pregnant. She said she hadn’t experienced the typical 
signs of a pregnancy. “Everything was normal as far as I knew,” Brisendine said. “I 
don’t know how I didn’t know,” she added. “I just didn’t know.”


Her ignorance could have had serious consequences. Ultrasounds showed low 
amniotic fluid in the placenta. Baby Alexander was not moving properly, and he was 
successfully delivered by an emergency C-section.


What we don’t know can hurt us. The best antidote for spiritual ignorance is a 
faithful study of the Bible so that we never have to echo Brisendine’s admission: “I 
don’t know how I didn’t know. I just didn’t know.” Ephesians 5:17 says,“Therefore do 
not be unwise (or biblically illiterate), but understand what the will of the Lord is.”


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.

 of 3 3


