
Follow His Voice 
Introduction. Oprah Winfrey’s interview with Prince Harry and Meghan Markle 

(March 7, 2021) has received an inordinate amount of press coverage and publicity. 
Less so, was her March 13, 2021 interview with Discovery Channel’s “Fixer Upper” 
stars Chip and Joanna Gaines.


Known as people of faith, Oprah asked them to explain how they hear God’s 
voice, Is it a “voice in your head, is it a feeling, is it prayer?” It’s “all three of those 
things, for sure,” Joanna replied.


Joanna said there were “five pivotal moments” where she claimed she could say 
“that was God’s voice, that was Him.” She further explained “the sense of peace” she 
felt and how that it gave her “chills.” “With the idea of religion, I shy away from that, my 
relationship with God, it’s like no one else’s,” the creative designer explained. “God is 
so creative that I can’t impose what I believe … He shows up in beautiful unique ways 
for all of us.”


Chip noted that it was a bit different for him. “God shows up for me in very 
practical, real ways. Like I work, that’s how I meet with God,” he stated. He added that 
they both grew up in “pretty conservative Christian families,” but confessed that he 
wasn’t well versed in scripture. Although he attended church regularly, Chip admitted 
that he “didn’t love to open the Bible and read the Bible for hours a day.”


The Gaines’ approach to hearing the voice of God and establishing a 
relationship with Him is shared by many in the world today. I’ve personally heard 
professed Christians express similar thoughts.


Are you allowing God to speak to you? And if so, how does He communicate to 
you? There’s only one way that I’ve heard the voice of God in all my years — through 
His revealed word, the Bible.


I would respectfully suggest to Chip and Joanna Gaines that their insight into 
God’s will for their lives would be dramatically enhanced through a good Bible reading 
schedule. It doesn’t requires hours a day — just begin reading 15-30 minutes a day.


But I, too, have felt the presence of God in my life. I sense His awesome power 
and presence in the beauty of nature (cp. Genesis 1:1; Psalm 19:1). Interestingly, Psalm 
19 connects God’s world to His word as He reminds us of its value, impact, and 
guidance in our lives (vv. 7-11).


I’ve also felt the presence of God in worship assemblies with my congregation. 
Through Bible preaching, prayer, praise, and communion, I hear the voice of God. I see 
His manifold wisdom in His church (Ephesians 3:10). I experience “pure and undefiled 
religion” (James 1:27). I feel the joy of fellowship with God, His Son, His Holy Spirit, 
and His people (1 John 1:1-4). Let’s make some important practical observations about 
following the voice of God.


I. Men Heard The Voice Of God 
A. Numerous times in the Bible, men heard the actual voice of God.


1. Adam and Eve in the garden (Genesis 3:9-19).

2. Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).

3. Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3:4-22).
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4. Moses on Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:3-6, 9-13, 20-25).

5. Samuel, the pupil of Eli (1 Samuel 3:4, 10, 11-13).

6. Peter, James, and John on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:5; 2 

Peter 1:17-18).

7. Saul and his companions on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:3-7).


B. God spoke in various ways:

1. Through natural phenomena (Job 38:1; 40:6).

2. Through dreams (Daniel 2:45).

3. Through visions (Acts 10:11-16, 34).

4. Through angels (Hebrews 2:2).


II. The Voice Of God Described 
A. The voice has power (Psalm 29:9; 50:1; cp. Psalm 104:7; Jeremiah 10:13).

B. Like thunder (John 12:29; cp. Psalm 18:13; Job 37:2-5; 2 Samuel 22:14).

C. Like a still small voice (1 Kings 19:12-13).

D. Like the sound of many waters (Ezekiel 43:2).

E. Heard a voice, but saw no one (Acts 9:7).

F. Heard a sound, but could not understand (Acts 22:9).


III. Men Reacted To The Voice Of God 
A. Moses took his shoes off of his feet (Exodus 3:5).

B. When the Law was read to the people (Nehemiah 8:2-6):


1. The ears of the people were attentive to it (v. 3).

2. When the book was opened the people stood up (v. 5).

3. They lifted their hands and worshiped the Lord (v. 6).


C. Isaiah confessed his sinfulness (Isaiah 6:5).

D. Job closed his mouth (Job 40:4).

E. However, some were defiant (Exodus 5:2; Hosea 11:7).


IV. It’s Important To Listen To God 
A. Deuteronomy 15:5.

B. Hebrews 2:1.

C. Hebrews 3:15.

D. James 1:19.

E. Revelation 1:3; 2:7, 11, 17.


V. Listening Alone Is Never What God Wants 
A. Matthew 10:14-15.

B. Luke 11:28.

C. Romans 2:13.

D. James 1:22-23.

E. 1 John 2:17.


Conclusion. How do you respond when you hear the voice of God? There were 
times when the actual voice of God was spoken to mankind. How did they respond? 
What was their attitude when they heard God speak? What can we learn from these 
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incidents? How does God expect us to respond when He speaks to us through His 
Son? We don’t have talking donkeys, burning bushes, or whirlwinds, but He does 
indeed speak. God’s voice is heard through the lessons of His faithful servants, and 
even when you read scripture in your own voice. His voice thunders. Do you hear and 
obey? Let it make an impact on your life and determine to obey God in baptism or 
come back to a deep life in Christ.


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever and David Weaks for the use of their material.
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