
What Was Jesus? 
Introduction. Philip Yancy, in The Jesus I Never Knew, wrote, “As I studied the 

life of Christ, one impression about Jesus struck me more forcefully than any other. We 
have tamed Him. The Jesus I learned about as a child was sweet and inoffensive, the 
kind of person whose lap you’d want to climb on. Mister Rogers with a beard. Indeed, 
Jesus did have qualities of gentleness and compassion that attracted little children. 
Mister Rogers, however, He assuredly was not. Not even the Romans would have 
crucified Mister Rogers.”


Scientist J. Robert Oppenheimer once said, “The best way to send an idea is to 
wrap it up in a person.” That concept is expressed in one word, incarnation, which 
means “in the flesh.” That’s Jesus. God sent His “idea” to humankind in the person of 
Jesus. In one of the most sublime and majestic passages in the Bible, the Hebrew 
writer exalts the person and work of Jesus in Hebrews 1:1-3.


I. Jesus Is Heaven’s Greatest Messenger 
A. Through the centuries God has employed different means and methods of 

communicating His word to the human race. To the patriarchs He spoke directly 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He sent angelic messengers, utilized dreams 
and visions, and appeared to Moses through a burning bush. Once He even 
spoke through the mouth of a donkey.


B. The writer knows that the world needed a better method of communication, and 
he recognizes that this has come in Jesus Christ. What was said in the past 
prepared the way for the most important communication of all (i.e. revelation 
through a Son). Later the author will affirm that Jesus is greater than angels, 
Moses, Joshua, and the priests.


C. Jesus tied His message in with what had come before (Matthew 5:17; John 
5:47). He knew His words were important, for they were “spirit and life” (John 
6:63, 68; 12:48). The reactions to this heaven-sent messenger were remarkable 
(Matthew 7:28-29; John 7:46). 


II. Jesus Is The Complete Expression Of God’s Glory 
A. Jesus’ greatness is due to His glory. He’s pictured in a manner that could never 

describe a mere mortal. He is the very radiance of God’s glory — the kind of 
divine brightness that shone in the tabernacle and temple (Exodus 40:34-38; 1 
Kings 8:10). Warren Wiersbe expressed it this way: “As it is impossible to 
separate the rays from the sun, it is also impossible to separate Christ’s glory 
from the nature of God.”


B. Furthermore, Jesus is the very image and essence of Godhood. He’s the exact 
representation and the very substance. “Express image” originally denoted an 
instrument for engraving and then a mark stamped on that instrument. Hence it 
came to be used of the impress of a die and of the impression on coins (cp. 
John 14:9).
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C. Do you want to see and know God? Do you want to understand the character of 
God? Get a close look at Jesus. Study His life. Observe His interactions with 
others. See how He treated people. Then listen and learn His message.


III. Jesus Is The Father’s Ordained Heir 
A. Not another human being does, has ever, or will ever occupy the exact position 

of Jesus. He’s the only begotten Son of God. He’s the King of the kingdom. He’s 
the head of the church (Colossians 1:18). He’s the One who’s superior to all 
principalities and powers (Colossians 2:15; cp. Ephesians 6:12).


B. The good news is that when we become a child of God by obeying and 
following Jesus, we enjoy all spiritual blessings in Christ (Ephesians 1:3) and 
become a joint heir with Him (Romans 8:17).


IV. Jesus Is An Active Participant In Creation 
A. The statement that God created the world through the Son is staggering. 

Contrary to human theories and creeds, Jesus was not a created being. He was, 
in fact, co-creator with the Father and the Holy Spirit (Genesis 1:26).


B. The more science discovers about the universe, the more marvelous is the 
thought that Christ is the agent through whom it was made.

1. The greater man’s understanding of the marvels of the universe, the greater 

the need for an adequate understanding of its origin. The belief in a personal 
creator is not less credible as man’s penetration into space grows.


2. Rationalists may contend that scientific discovery makes the New Testament 
view of the world untenable, but the Christian claims the opposite.


C. Christians throughout history were convinced that the same person who had 
lived among men was the one who created men (John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16).


V. Jesus Is The Sustainer Of Everything 
A. God didn’t create us and leave us to fend for ourselves. In His providential care, 

He watches over and sustains us (Colossians 1:17).

B. The Son’s work of upholding involves not only support, but also movement. 

Jesus is active in the affairs of this world. He is the One who carries everything 
forward on its appointed course.


C. His work is concerned, not only with sustaining the weight of the universe, but 
also with maintaining its coherence and carrying on its development and 
maintenance. He is the glue that holds this world together.


VI. Jesus Is Our Redeemer 
A. Through His death on the cross, Jesus provided the means for us to be 

cleansed of sin. John affirmed that He “loved us and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood” (Revelation 1:5; cp. Matthew 20:28; Ephesians 1:7).


B. When we, like Saul of Tarsus, are baptized for the remission (removal or release) 
of sins, they are washed away by His blood (Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21). Then we 
can truly shout and sing, “Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it! Redeemed by 
the blood of the Lamb!”
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VII. Jesus Is Our Reigning King 
A. He rode into Jerusalem and fulfilled prophecy about being a King (Matthew 

21:1-5; cp. Zechariah 9:9). Other passages also testify that He was a King 
(Matthew 25:34; Luke 1:33; 19:11; John 1:49; 18:37; 1 Corinthians 15:25; 
Hebrews 1:8, 13-14).


B. Jesus is “the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords …” 
(1 Timothy 6:15). No man can occupy this position, assume this office, or fill this 
role. It is alone reserved for Jesus.


VIII.Jesus Is The Final Word Of God 
A. Jesus confidently affirmed, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6; cp. Acts 4:12; 1 Corinthians 3:11). 
Jesus is more than simply the last in a long line of prophets. He has inaugurated 
a new age altogether (Hebrews 9:15).


B. Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to reveal His word to the inspired writers (John 
16:8-11; 1 Corinthians 2:9-13). It is written in the Bible, preserved through the 
ages by divine providence. It is God’s final and complete word “once delivered 
to all the saints” (Ephesians 3:3-5; Jude 3).


Conclusion. God’s plea to us is expressed in the man Jesus Christ. He 
implores, “Hear Him” (Matthew 17:5). These reasons express why we appeal to men 
and women to obey Jesus Christ. This beautiful text powerfully illustrates why Jesus is 
to be followed and why you need to take up your cross and follow Him.


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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