
An Ideal Couple 
Introduction. When you hear the phrase “power couple,” you probably think of 

people in politics or entertainment. A quick search will bring up people like Bill and 
Melinda Gates, Donald and Melania Trump, or George and Amal Clooney. And while 
money and fame might make you more attractive, it’s the spiritual angle that we need 
to focus on to make our relationships stronger in Christ.


The Bible has a lot of couples in it. Some of these were notorious like Ahab and 
Jezebel or Ananias and Sapphira, but it also has an ideal couple in Aquila and Priscilla. 
We are familiar with them to some extent; however, we fail at times to appreciate the 
entirety of what the Bible reveals about them.


Couples like this are the hope of congregations surviving and prospering. There 
are five New Testament passages that mention Aquila and Priscilla. As we survey these 
passages, we get an insight into their lives and gain profitable lessons that we can 
apply to grow deeper in Christ.


I. Acts 18:1-3 
A. Corinth was the capital city of the senatorial province of Achaia and the seat of 

the Roman proconsul. It was a major rival to Athens and was the largest city in 
Greece at the time. When he first arrived in Corinth — evidently short of funds 
and disappointed at the meager results of his ministry in Athens — he met a 
couple who would change the trajectory of his work for the rest of his life.


B. Aquila was a Jew born in Pontus, a northern portion of Asia Minor. They had 
lived in Rome from which they had been banished with all Jews by Claudius in 
49 AD. The gospel must have come to Rome quite early as a result of the 
frequent movements of travelers to and from the city (cp. 2:10). They were 
referred to in scripture as the “Dispersion” (John 7:35; James 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1).

1. This edict was associated with the Jews rioting impulsore Chresto, “at the 

instigation of Chrestus” (according to Suetonius), a phrase which likely 
referred to trouble arising in the Jewish community as a result of the 
preaching of Christ.


2. Comparable events have caused many to be extremely bitter toward life and 
God, but there is no evidence of such in the life of this couple.


C. They came to Corinth as tentmakers and were found by Paul because he was of 
the same craft. The couple were likely already Christians before they met him; 
otherwise Luke would have surely told of their conversion.


D. Paul resided with Aquila and Priscilla. They gave him hospitality, 
encouragement, and cooperation in the Lord’s work, both in his eighteen 
months in Corinth and throughout his life. They were hard workers, and it was to 
the glory of God (1 Corinthians 4:12; 10:31; cp. Nehemiah 4:21; Proverbs 31:27).


II. Acts 18:19-28 
A. Paul departed from Corinth and went to Ephesus. Aquila and Priscilla 

accompanied him and remained there while Paul went on to Jerusalem, ending 
his second missionary journey and then beginning his third in v. 22.
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B. In Ephesus, they heard an eloquent preacher named Apollos, who in spite of his 
attainments and ability, knew only the baptism of John (Acts 18:24-28).

1. He came from Alexandria, the second most important city in the Roman 

Empire. It was a city in Egypt, known for its education and philosophy, that 
had a large Jewish population.


2. His message got as far as John the Baptist and then stopped. He knew 
nothing about Calvary, the resurrection of Christ, or the coming of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. He had zeal, but he lacked knowledge (Romans 10:1-4).


C. It’s very worthy to note that they were not worshipers of eloquence. There’s 
nothing wrong with eloquence per se, but it’s not necessary to make disciples of 
Jesus. Aquila and Priscilla could distinguish eloquence from truth.


D. They loved the souls of men to the extent that they took the time and effort to 
teach Apollos so that his error in teaching could be corrected.

1. Paul referred to himself as a “teacher of the Gentiles,” so it was worthy for 

Aquila and Priscilla to emulate him (1 Timothy 2:7; 2 Timothy 1:11).

2. Paul prayed for the Philippians to be established in Jesus (Philippians 

1:9-11). It is definitely possible that if people haven’t grown as they should (2 
Peter 3:18), they need to be exhorted to push ahead (Hebrews 5:12). Aquila 
and Priscilla were at the right place at the right time to help Apollos go to the 
next level of understanding and usefulness in the cause of Christ.


E. What would you have done if you had stood where Aquila and Priscilla stood? 
What are we doing today when confronted with the proponents of false 
teaching? So many of us adopt the course of least resistance by saying it 
wouldn’t have done any good and go on our way, saying how much we love 
Jesus and His truth. Aquila and Priscilla were courageous and they show how 
we need to use our gifts to advance others in understanding (Romans 12:6-8).


III. 1 Corinthians 16:19 
A. Salutations were sent by Paul from this couple to the church at Corinth. Aquila 

and Priscilla knew members in Corinth and no doubt were eager to see the 
church at Corinth be more spiritually minded (cp. 1 Corinthians 3:1-4).


B. There was a church in their house at this time, which implies couple of points:

1. Their home was open to Christians. The facilities of their house could be 

used as the meeting place of the church.

a) Without lots of funds to build their own facilities, Christians at this time 

likely would’ve met in homes.

b) There’s a few indicators in the New Testament of meeting in the homes of 

saints (Romans 16:14-15; Colossians 4:15; Philemon 2).

2. We all know that having studies in your home can be inconvenient, but 

Priscilla was not so concerned with her house that she wouldn’t experience 
disruption by permitting the church to meet there.


C. I’m not saying that to be eminently spiritual a couple has to have a church meet 
in their house. But it is terrific to find members who are excited about opening 
their homes for a Bible study. Christians who are seeking the kingdom first 
(Matthew 6:33; Luke 12:31) realize the need for hospitality in the body (Luke 
10:38; 19:1-6; Acts 16:15; 3 John 5), and will put themselves out to attain it.
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IV. Romans 16:3-5 
A. Greetings are sent to Aquila and Priscilla in Rome from Paul. They had moved 

from Ephesus back to Rome. They had not forsaken the truth or Paul, the 
servant of the truth.


B. Note three statements regarding them:

1. They were fellow workers in Christ Jesus.


a) Paul, even though he showed tremendous courage in his 30 years of 
labor, needed help in his ministry.


b) The Philippians maintained fellowship with Paul, constantly encouraging 
him (Philippians 1:5). The household of Onesiphorus refreshed him (2 
Timothy 1:16).


2. They were willing to risk themselves for Paul.

a) The New Testament does not record this incident, but the last part of v. 4 

implies that it was widely known.

b) He could be referring to the riot in Ephesus that broke out, endangering 

the apostle’s life (Acts 19:28-31; cp. 1 Corinthians 16:9; 2 Corinthians 
1:8-10).


3. Paul and the churches of the Gentiles were thankful for them.

a) This couple had made an indelible mark on Paul and several other groups 

in the body of Christ.

b) When I think about my own end one day, will my life be remembered as a 

positive contribution to Christians and churches of Christ.

C. As in Ephesus, there was also a church meeting in their house in Rome. 

Everything said about them was highly commendable. They loved the truth and 
were faithful to it.


V. 2 Timothy 4:19 
A. In this brief statement, Paul saluted Aquila and Priscilla in Ephesus.


1. In those days prosperous Jews traveled a great deal from city to city.

2. Tracking their movement as is revealed in the New Testament shows that 

they were driven from Rome by Claudius, came to Corinth, then to Ephesus, 
then back to Rome, and again to Ephesus.


B. In half of the places where Aquila and Priscilla are mentioned, Priscilla’s name 
comes first.

1. Some have speculated that this shows that Priscilla was the stronger 

character of the two. However, I don’t believe this is sufficient enough to 
support this assertion.


2. However, it does show that women, while not allowed to show public 
authority (1 Timothy 2:11-12), were of equal importance in the work of God 
(Galatians 3:28; Colossians 3:11). They were truly “heirs together of the 
grace of life” (1 Peter 3:7).


C. This was, as far as we know, Paul’s last letter. Yet, among the important items, 
he took the space to remember his old friends, Aquila and Priscilla.

1. It’s wonderful to see this reference to them at this point because it shows 

that they were lifelong disciples of Jesus.
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2. Like Daniel, their long service benefitted themselves, others, and the 
kingdom (cp. Daniel 1:1; 10:1). Because so many couples and individuals 
see lawlessness abound in the world dominated by the devil, their love 
grows cold (Matthew 24:12) — but not Aquila and Priscilla.


3. The commendation given to the church at Ephesus fits very appropriately 
with Aquila and Priscilla (Revelation 2:3).


Conclusion. This was one of the dearest friendships in the Bible. Pick your 
friends wisely because it can really make a difference. Aquila and Priscilla were 
industrious. They had deep feelings for a humble servant of Jesus. They put 
themselves out to build up the saints. They took their religion with them wherever they 
went. They knew the truth and were courageous enough to contend for it.


Let the spirit of Aquila and Priscilla be in you. As I said in the introduction, 
couples like this are the hope of congregations surviving and prospering. A heart full of 
love and devotion is far better than a heart full of pride and vanity of this world.


I am deeply indebted to Bobby K. Thompson for the use of his material.
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