
God’s Glory Returns 
Introduction. Ezekiel prophesied to the captives in Babylon. He was the 

prophet who saw a brilliant description of God’s glory in chapter 1. He was the prophet 
who was regarded as a watchman in chapter 3. He was the prophet who had to lay on 
his sides in chapter 4. He was the prophet who cut and divided his hair in chapter 5. In 
11:22-25, he showed that the glory of the Lord left the temple because of their rampant 
idolatry. After exploring their wickedness and the wickedness of the surrounding 
nations for thirty-two chapters, he changes his tone.


Ezekiel 33-48 unveils the future, spiritual blessings of Israel. These blessings 
would include a new leader in the Messiah, a new covenant of peace, and the glory of 
God that returns to a new spiritual temple.


The first time the visible presence of God is mentioned is in Exodus 13:20-22 
where God went before the Israelites to lead them in the wilderness. In Exodus 
24:15-16 the glory of the Lord rested on Mount Sinai when Moses was being spoken to 
out of the cloud. It appeared again in 33:9-10 where God’s glory appeared to Moses at 
the door of the tabernacle. The glory of God settled into the tabernacle when it was 
completed (Exodus 40:34-38), as it did in Solomon’s temple (1 Kings 8:10-11).


The glory of the Lord reveals the fellowship of the Lord. And we can learn an 
enormous amount about this fellowship by looking at the glory of the Lord in Ezekiel.


I. God’s Glory Returns 
A. The new temple (40:1-42:20).


1. The setting of the vision (40:1-4).

a) The final date of the book corresponds to April 28, 573 B.C. In this vision, 

Ezekiel is transported to a “very high mountain” in the “land of Israel.” 
This is the single longest vision in the book.


b) The best way to look at this vision is one of spiritual realities being 
described in physical terms. God does not dwell in a house made with 
hands (Acts 17:24-25), therefore, the vision symbolizes the redeeming 
work of Jesus and His church (cp. Hebrews 10:1).


c) One wonders why Ezekiel gives such exact details of the city and the 
temple. The details, however, underscore several truths.

(1) First, they underscore the reality and definiteness of the future city 

and temple.

(2) Second, they depict the order that prevails in God’s kingdom (cp. 1 

Corinthians 14:40).

(3) Third, they force the conclusion that in God’s kingdom everything is 

arranged by divine directive (cp. Exodus 25:40).

(4) Fourth, they signal the inauguration of a New Covenant. The Old 

Covenant commenced with details of worship and structure; similar 
details signal the New Covenant as well.


2. The outer court (40:5-27).

3. The inner court (40:28-47).

4. The house of God (40:48-41:26).
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5. The priests’ buildings (42:1-14).

6. The measurement of the temple area (42:15-20).


B. Return of the glory of the Lord (43:1-12).

1. As the Lord’s glory had left in 11:23, so it now returns. The temple and its 

associated worship are emblematic of Christ’s church, frequently 
represented in the New Testament under the metaphor of a temple. It was 
comparable to Solomon’s temple in its symmetry, beauty, and firmness; its 
orderly worship; and to the manifestation it had of divine presence.


2. As far as all the specifics of the temple are concerned, the promise is made 
to them in terms in which they could understand. The people would be 
blessed when they returned from captivity, but its ultimate fulfillment would 
be in the future. Isaiah issued his prophecies in the same manner.


3. Under the Mosaic Covenant, God had been enthroned above the cherubim 
on the ark, but under the time of the New Covenant, the entire temple proper 
(the church) serves as God’s dwelling place, not simply the ark of the 
covenant. Of course, there is no need for a temple in the New Jerusalem 
(Revelation 21:1-5, 22). The significance of this vision of God’s glory was so 
important that the Lord Himself interpreted it to Ezekiel.


C. Temple ordinances (43:13-46:24).

1. The altar of sacrifice: description and dedication (43:13-27).

2. Regulations for the east gate (44:1-3).

3. The priests and the service of the temple (44:4-16).

4. Regulations for the Zadokian priesthood (44:17-31).

5. The sacred territory of the temple (45:1-8).

6. Duties of princes (45:9-46:18).


a) The “prince” is mentioned 17 times in chapters 44-48. Although the 
nature of this last section is highly figurative, the “prince” seems to be the 
Messiah (cp. 34:24; 37:25), who has a special place in the church since 
He purchased it with His own blood (Acts 20:28).


b) When evaluating passages such as 45:22, one must remember Ezekiel’s 
use of figurative language. The physical territory cannot be literal, so 
neither can the animal sacrifices; they both refer to the Messianic period. 
The “prince” foretells the combination of the offices of king and priest.


c) Ezekiel states that unrighteous conduct would not exist in the Messianic 
kingdom. However, people living under the New Covenant would not be 
free of sin. Just as under Moses, God demonstrates His love for His 
people by providing instructions about what sacrifices to offer for what 
purposes in order to maintain a peaceable relationship between God and 
the people.


7. The priests’ kitchens (46:19-24).

D. The new land (47:1-48:29).


1. The river of life (47:1-12).

a) The divine life-giving waters would flow from the source of God’s 

residence, the temple, and heal the land. This is similar to statements 
made by Jesus about the effects of the gospel (John 4:10, 13-14; 7:38).
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b) As one grows in their exposure to the gospel, they will be gradually 
“immersed” in the marvelous wisdom and mercy of God.


c) The “fishers,” or preachers of the gospel, will spread forth their nets and 
all nations and all kindreds will be called by the gospel.


2. Allotment of the land (47:13-48:29).

a) Under the New Covenant, we inherit heaven first and foremost by the 

grace of God (Ephesians 2:8-9).

b) The nation is no longer divided. In the New Covenant, the territory is the 

heart and the boundary is the word. We cannot go beyond these 
boundaries (Proverbs 22:28).


c) The fact that strangers will have an inheritance (47:22) intimates the 
calling of the Gentiles into the church (Acts 26:16-18). Ezekiel’s words 
reflect the same generous offer announced in Isaiah 56:3-8.


E. The new city (48:30-35).

1. John, in Revelation, takes a portion of this prophecy and applies it to the 

New Jerusalem. It also had twelve gates, each named after one of Israel’s 
tribes (cp. Revelation 21:12-13). In this context, however, it is a symbol of the 
temple of the New Testament era.


2. This city bears a greater name than “Jerusalem;” it bears the name of God. 
Its importance lies in the fact that here both God and His people dwell in 
perfect harmony, symbolized by the symmetry of the city’s walls and gates.


II. God’s Glory Is Now In The Church 
A. One of the images of the church in the New Testament germane to our study is 

that of a temple (1 Corinthians 3:9, 16-17; Ephesians 2:20-22; Hebrews 8:2).
1. The blessings of God in His holy temple, the church, are spiritual in nature 

(Ephesians 1:3-14):
a) Chose us (v. 4).
b) Predestined us to adoption (v. 5).
c) Bestowed grace on us (v. 6).
d) Redemption (v. 7).
e) Forgiveness (v. 7).
f) Revealed the mystery (v. 9).
g) Inheritance (v. 11).
h) Sealed with the Holy Spirit (v. 13).

2. Protection, provision, and comfort are included in these blessings (Romans 
5:1-5; Philippians 4:6-7), along with redemption and forgiveness (Isaiah 55:3; 
Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14). These are the “unsearchable riches of 
Christ” that are proclaimed through His church (Ephesians 3:8).

B. Because the church is a temple, Christians function as priests.
1. David, in 1 Chronicles 24, divided the priests according to their schedule of 

service. They were servants of the Lord (cp. Luke 1:5, 8). As God’s 
priesthood, we offer up spiritual sacrifices and proclaim the praises of God 
(Romans 12:1; 1 Peter 2:5, 9).
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2. Somewhere along the way Christians have bought into the lie that we need to 
evaluate a church by what we get out of it. That’s not Christianity, that’s 
consumerism.

3. “Church” is not just a place to which you go on Sunday; it is a living, breathing 
temple, composed of members of Christ’s body. We are priests of God who 
are united in God’s house to repeatedly supply the spiritual needs at each 
assembly which builds up saints, rescues backsliders, and saves the lost.
a) Christians constantly discover ways to be devoted daily with their heart, 

strength, and mind as priests to build and maintain His church.
b) The strength of God’s temple depends on the stones being cemented and 

built together in peace, love, and truth (Ephesians 4:1-3, 16; Colossians 
3:12-17).

4. Being a priest means more than a consecrated life that gives and serves. It 
also means a holy life that’s dedicated to purity (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). My 
responsibility as a priest of God is to cleanse myself of defilement and perfect 
holiness in the fear of God (2 Corinthians 7:1).

Conclusion. The church is to spread the savor of grace throughout the earth 
(Acts 8:4; 11:19-21). Because of many saint’s hard work and sacrifice, the church will 
be the joy of many generations.


God will abundantly bless (Hosea 6:1-3; 10:12), and the “showers of blessing” in 
Ezekiel 34:26 remind us that God can easily fill our vessels to overflowing (1 Kings 
4:29-34; Malachi 3:10). If you want overflowing blessings from Jesus, come to the front 
and tell us that you’re ready to obey the gospel of the kingdom (2 Thessalonians 1:7-8) 
and be transformed into the same glory of Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:18).
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