
The Appeal Of Jesus 
Introduction. Comedienne Jeanne Robertson calls her husband “Left Brain” 

and explains that she is very much a right brained person. She says right brained 
people are spontaneous, artistic, and tend to think outside the box. Left brained people 
are cool, analytical, and want to measure and define the box.


While these differences are true, different people are often attracted to the same 
things for very different reasons. A right brained person would say say, “Wasn’t that a 
great movie? I was so scared when King Kong came on the screen and destroyed the 
city. Can you imagine seeing a 50 ft. tall monkey?” A left brained person would say, “A 
gorilla isn’t a monkey. It’s an ape. And no ape could ever grow that tall. Apes can’t 
stand for very long because the bulk of the muscles needed for standing are immense. 
An appreciable growth in height would require added musculature as well. Sooner or 
later, the growth would kill the ape.”


Humans react to what they see and hear based on their experiences, situations, 
and mentality. However, the gospel appeals to everyone because it’s always alive and 
active (Hebrews 4:12-13). Peter, Andrew, James, and John were all fisherman. Jesus 
“spoke their language” and they immediately left their nets when He promised to make 
them “fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). While we know we need the gospel, what made 
Jesus appealing to different types of people in the first century? And does this same 
appeal exist now?


I. Mankind Embraced Jesus Because Of The Gospel’s Power 
A. No matter what directs someone’s attention toward Jesus, the one common 

fact that all men and women share which attracts them to Jesus is their 
universal need of salvation (Romans 3:23). There is a gaping hole in every 
human heart that only Christ can fill.


B. Jesus came “preaching the gospel of the kingdom” (Matthew 4:23; Mark 1:14). 
The gospel of Jesus Christ has always been what can convert any man or 
woman from sin to salvation (Romans 1:16-17; Galatians 3:27-28). It is what cut 
the hearts of the people on Pentecost (Acts 2:37). The gospel never fails. There 
is no one beyond its saving power. No one is so overwhelmed with sin that the 
gospel cannot cleanse his or her heart.


C. By the same token, the gospel is rejected by people of all classes (Acts 17:32; 2 
Corinthians 2:14-16). They may claim they don’t “feel it” because of some quirk 
of their life or lifestyle choice they’ve made. However, that makes no difference. 
Disobedience is disobedience. There’s no excuse.


II. The Appeal Of Jesus 
A. What was the appeal of Jesus to a ruler?


1. The Pharisees and Sadducees lorded over the Jews with a hypocritical iron 
fist. They held the people to a standard of righteousness that they didn’t 
strive to achieve (Matthew 23:4). These leading Jews had a “zeal for God, 
but not according to knowledge” (Romans 10:2).
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2. Jesus began His ministry with a repudiation of the Jewish ruling class 
(Matthew 5:20). In His sermon on the mount, Jesus called out their hypocrisy 
and called on His people to have a form of righteousness that was genuine. 
He even gave a detailed sermon on their hypocrisy (Matthew 23:1-33).


3. Nicodemus was not your average Pharisee. He came to Jesus by night, 
probably because he feared the Jewish backlash (John 3:1-2; cp. 12:42).

a) Try as they might, the Pharisees could not confound Jesus. He answered 

every question with truth that was undeniable. He could furthermore give 
Nicodemus deep spiritual insights in their conversation. This would have 
appealed to Nicodemus, just like the common people (Matthew 7:28-29).


b) That Nicodemus approached Jesus at all indicates that he understood 
what Jesus stood for, and it was better in every way than what the 
Pharisees stood for. Nicodemus craved true righteousness and 
supported Jesus in His mission (John 7:50-51; 19:39).


B. What was the appeal of Jesus to a soldier?

1. Cornelius was a centurion serving the Roman government (Acts 10:1-3). He 

was a righteous man, and followed the teachings of God as far as he knew 
them (v. 22).


2. Cornelius, the commander of a hundred soldiers, would have spent his life 
protecting the empire, saving the lives of fellow citizens by fighting off the 
hordes who occasionally attacked.

a) No matter how hard he worked, more enemies always came, more 

Romans died, and more of his soldiers gave their lives for the cause.

b) But Jesus died one time for the sins of the whole world (Romans 6:10; 

Hebrews 9:26-28; 1 Peter 3:18). There was no continuing need for 
sacrifice of life.


3. Cornelius was acquainted with power and authority. Clearly the authority of 
Christ appealed to him (Matthew 28:18).

a) When he was told by the heavenly messenger to send for Peter (vv. 5-7), 

he immediately sent servants to bring him (v. 7).

b) He demonstrated his understanding of God’s authority by bowing before 

Peter, Christ’s emissary (v. 25).

c) He respected God and His messengers by gathering his household 

together to “hear all the things commanded you by God” (v. 33). He then 
sealed his sincerity toward God by obeying the gospel of Jesus.


4. The centurion by the cross also demonstrated that he respected authority. 
When He saw what natural phenomena the death of Jesus caused, he 
confessed his belief in Him (Matthew 27:54).


C. What was the appeal of Jesus to a government employee?

1. The Ethiopian eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship (Acts 8:26-40). On 

his way home, this man of great authority in the court of Queen Candace 
was reading from Isaiah 53.

a) Being a eunuch meant that he had been emasculated as part of his life of 

service. Men were made eunuchs to cause them to be extremely focused 
in their realm of service. If guarding women, they would be safe from 
temptations of the flesh.
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b) The text he read from in Isaiah 53:7-8 prophesied of how Jesus was led 
as a sheep to the slaughter. His justice was taken away in humiliation.

(1) Like all men, the eunuch needed the salvation of the Lord. But he also 

may have craved the courage displayed by Jesus in this scripture.

(2) His intimate connection to the inner circle of the queen would mean 

that there was a wide variety of ways he could run afoul of the queen. 
He could be blamed and falsely charged with mishandling Candace’s 
affairs, with his life likely hanging in the balance as a result.


(3) Perhaps he saw in Jesus the kind of courage he would need should 
he ever be unjustly tried and convicted without evidence.


2. In the case of the Philippian jailer, this man would’ve enjoyed a standard of 
living barely above that of the slaves whom he guarded (Acts 16:23-30).

a) However, his fate was tied up in theirs. If he guarded them well, he could 

live, but if the prisoners escaped, he would answer for his dereliction of 
duty and likely be killed.


b) The jailer would probably have been harsh and cruel with his charges in 
order to completely subjugate them. His one mandate would have been 
to keep the prisoners alive until they died in prison or were somehow 
freed. However, a riot, natural disaster, or some other unforeseen event 
which could have released the prisoners would mean that his life was of 
no higher value than theirs.

(1) Here was a man who could not afford to extend grace to anyone 

under his charge, but certainly he recognized its value and longed for 
it himself (Ephesians 2:8-9).


(2) When Paul and Silas preached to the jailer’s household, he would 
have assured him that it was through Jesus Christ that this abundant 
mercy and forgiveness is supplied (Psalm 86:5).


D. What was the appeal of Jesus to a slave?

1. Onesimus was a runaway slave owned by Philemon (Philemon 15-16). The 

gospel required slaves to be obedient to their masters (Ephesians 6:5-8; 
Colossians 3:22; Titus 2:9-10).

a) Whether the first century world spoke of indentured servitude or outright 

slavery resulting from conquering and enslaving people against their will, 
slavery was oppressive.

(1) Roman law did not hold slaves in any esteem. In fact, Romans were 

under no legal obligation to treat their slaves as anything but property, 
to do with what they pleased.


(2) Slaves were expected not only to attend diligently to the household 
work of the slaveowner, but to allow themselves to be raped at the 
whim of the owner. A slave could not even say no to the sexual 
advances of their masters on penalty of death. Slaves could be 
beaten and murdered by their masters –- for cause or no cause at all.


(3) The granting of freedom to a slave was rare. The only other way a 
slave could be freed was to pay for it with the purchase price of a 
slave, which no slave could ever hope to collect.
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2. The sweetest text in all of the Bible to a slave would be Luke 4:16-21 (cp. 
Isaiah 61:1-2). Jesus died for slaves to free them from sin (John 3:16). This 
meant that their lives were not worthless. The creator of the universe cared 
enough about slaves to sacrifice His Son for them (John 8:36).


3. Like all men who obey the gospel, the slave of Rome could expect to be 
redeemed from sin by the blood of Christ, not by anything so transient as 
silver or gold (1 Peter 1:18).


4. Understanding deeply the nature and bitterness of bondage, the slave would 
cling to every word Paul spoke about redemption and freedom in Christ from 
sin. Even though the slave would most likely die a slave, and possibly suffer 
terrible treatment in life, he or she could cling to the bright hope of heaven 
where there is “neither slave nor free” (Galatians 3:28; Colossians 3:10-11) 
because Jesus tenderly said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).


E. What was the appeal of Jesus to a philosopher?

1. Philosophers search for meaning and purpose in life, and the answer to what 

they see as questions governing the affections of mankind, and the trouble 
those affections cause.


2. They use their intellect and observations of nature and man’s tendencies to 
understand the longing, need, and desire of mankind. Ostensibly, 
philosophers are looking for truth (Acts 17:18-21).


3. The gospel of Jesus represents the sum total of truth in the spiritual realm 
(John 17:17). There were many philosophers but none had found the one 
simple truth to explain all of man’s needs. Paul could present Jesus as the 
creator and sustainer of the world (Colossians 1:16-17). He could present 
Jesus as the last communication of God to man (Hebrews 1:1-3). He could 
present Jesus as the judge of the world and the only way to eternal salvation 
(John 12:48; 14:6; Acts 4:12).


F. What was the appeal of Jesus to a woman?

1. There is a lot in the text of John 4:5-30 that informs us why the woman was 

attracted to the Lord and His message.

a) The woman was impressed that Jesus, a Jew, spoke to her — a woman 

and a Samaritan (v. 9). That Jesus spoke to this woman with a dignity 
that normally did not come from the Jews, got her attention.


b) The Samaritans considered themselves relatives of the Jews because 
they also claimed Jacob as their father. That this man, normally her 
enemy, would treat her as kindred, got her attention (v. 12).


c) When Jesus spoke to her of “living water,” it piqued her interest (vv. 
10-15). She had to draw water at the well daily, possibly several times a 
day, to survive.


d) The woman was looking for the Messiah, and everything that transpired 
with Jesus led her to believe that His words were true (vv. 25-26). She 
couldn’t wait to present Jesus to the people of Sychar (vv. 28-29).


2. Jesus showed respect and tenderness toward women in other places.

a) In texts such as Luke 7:36-50 and John 8:1-11, Jesus tenderly dealt with 

women, addressing their sins and encouraging them to live righteously.
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b) He showed tenderness in caring for His mother, making sure she was 
tended to after His death and ascension (John 19:26-27).


c) He upheld God’s original marriage law in Genesis 2:24, thus making her a 
husband’s helpmeet, not one to be battered, insulted, or talked down to.


d) A man who cared deeply for and respected women as potential “heirs of 
the grace of life” (1 Peter 3:7) would’ve been very appealing in a first 
century world, and is still appealing now.


Conclusion. Jesus said in John 12:32, “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all peoples to Myself.” Jesus had so many facets to who He was that 
attracted people. How does Jesus appeal to you? If the most compelling figure in the 
world’s history appeals to you and you’re ready to dedicate yourself to Jesus, please 
come up here and tell us while we sing our invitation song.


I am deeply indebted to David Weaks for the use of his material
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