
The Post-Christian Movement

Introduction. On March 29, 2021, the Gallup organization, in an article titled, 

“U.S. Church Membership Falls Below Majority for First Time,” reported what elders, 
preachers, and church members have sensed for a long time. The reasons were 
adequately and appropriately expressed for our neck of the woods in a 2015 article in 
the Tyler Morning Telegraph (“Non-churchgoers share their own beliefs”).


In 1990, 30 percent of Americans were considered “unchurched.” Barna reports 
that now it’s at 43 percent. In fact, 38 percent of the U.S. qualifies as “post-Christian.” 
Barna evaluated 15 measures of identity, belief, and behavior: do not believe in God, 
identify as atheist or agnostic, disagree that faith is important in their lives, have not 
prayed to God in the past year, have never made a commitment to Jesus, disagree the 
Bible is accurate, have not donated money to a church in the past year, have not 
attended a Christian church in the past year, agree that Jesus committed sins, do not 
feel a responsibility to share their faith, have not read the Bible in the past week, have 
not volunteered at church in the past week, have not attended Sunday school in the 
past week, have not attended a religious small group in the past week, and did not 
participate in a house church in the past year.


When age is considered, the findings show younger generations are more post-
Christian than older ones. Around 48 percent of millennials nationwide qualify as post-
Christian compared with 40 percent of those in Generation X, 35 percent of baby 
boomers, and 28 percent of elders. It’s comforting to know that most Americans 
remained connected in some way with Christianity, but these trends are likely to 
increase and are a significant factor among today’s younger Americans.


Why the shift? Church attendance has actually been a lower rate in the past 
than it is now. But after World War II, attendance hit an all-time high and has been 
coming down ever since. While we might make the argument that we are a “Christian” 
nation, we’ve not always been a church-going nation.


The “Greatest Generation,” those who came out of World War II, were duty-
oriented and the type of people who joined institutions. Baby boomers were not. Many 
of the baby boomers raised their children to grow up and decide for themselves about 
religion. In essence, they decided for their children that religion is an option.


Now we are 75 years after World War II, with our churches smaller, and society 
seemingly too corrupt. We wonder why no one wants to hear the gospel. However, 
nothing is new under the sun. Times ebb and flow on the amount of people interested.


What if this is the worst time to teach someone? Does that really change 
anything? Does our responsibility somehow stop? Was the watchman to come down 
from the wall? Paul didn’t tell Timothy to just give up, he told him to preach the word, 
do your work (2 Timothy 4:1-5). But he also prepared Timothy to identify the times and 
to ready himself for how people will respond. We’re going to do the same in our lesson.


I. Examining Those Who Left 
A. Removing religion.
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1. Carrie Brantley (37) of Tyler describes herself as hot and cold. She loved 
praying and singing: “Singing was the closest I felt to God.” But she also saw 
racism and women being demeaned.


2. When she saw inconsistencies between the love she perceived God to be 
about and the doctrine of religion, it produced doubt.


3. She stopped going and her doubts have been removed. She believes in God, 
prays often, but religion to her is a man-made spiritual doctrine. She says, “I 
only hear God when no one is talking and that includes the Bible.”


B. All the wrong reasons.

1. Ben Allen (36) of Tyler has positive experiences as a child and was involved 

as an adult. He became disillusioned when he saw people of faith, who he 
trusted, walk out on their families. And then people in authority showed 
favoritism.


2. The church was a club-like atmosphere instead of a community.

a) “It felt like everybody was kind of going for the wrong reasons.”

b) He decided to step away and figure out where spirituality lead him.


3. “I just think God’s bigger than one name, Christian.” “God, He’s just so much 
more than that.” “If churches could get back to being people just meeting 
together and talking and visiting, I (feel like) the more organically-based 
meeting would be much healthier and go a long way for people and 
relationships.”


C. A warning sign.

1. Peggy Downing (44) of Tyler said that East Texas should come with a warning 

sign.

a) “One of the biggest things here is when you’re new, (the first question out 

of people’s mouths is) ‘where’s your church home?’” she said. “Awkward 
from the get-go.”


b) She changed her Facebook cover photo to “Freedom from religion 
foundation” to let everyone know where she stood.


2. “It was really the attitude here that kind of pushed me all the way to 
absolutely not,” “It’s the judgmental people, the ones that are going to 
church. I didn’t want to be like that.”


II. Examining The Denominational Response 
A. Scott Grizzle, pastor of LifeBridge Tyler Church, says God deeply loves people 

outside the church, and so he does too.

1. “Our vision is to create a life-changing culture through fully devoted followers 

of Jesus Christ.” “We believe that when unchurched people experience a 
counter-culture that is filled with love, acceptance, joy, and most importantly, 
the presence of God, they will experience life-change and discover the 
abundant life God has for them.”


2. “I can’t begin to describe the number of stories I’ve heard of people who 
have left churches because of being looked down upon for one reason or 
another.” “I’ve discovered that people are tired of fake and superficial 
relationships in the church. People desire genuine, authentic relationships 
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and a church where the presence of God is seen and felt through the love 
and sincerity of the people within the church.”


3. The response? He says engage people through friendship, social and 
educational events, social media, and a feeling that God is in their presence. 
Is that really what these people need?


B. Stuart Baskin, pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Tyler, says that he true to 
his church’s identity: traditional without being stuffy.

1. “Being friendly and open and being traditional are not necessarily things that 

are opposed to each other.” “Presbyterians have not been good at 
evangelism — we are emphasizing and encouraging members to think about 
it.”


2. The response? He says don’t preach “heavy-duty judgment though we take 
the reality of human sin very seriously.”

a) “For us sin isn’t just about … drinking or dancing or smoking or 

premarital sex.” “That’s not what sin is. Sin is a much deeper issue, which 
these things may well be symptoms of, but they are just a few of the 
symptoms. We are just as much caught up in the web of sin as much as 
those who don’t go to church.”


b) He continued to discuss how he believed God was able to use these to 
His ultimate glory.


3. The response? Let’s be friendly, and stick to tradition. Let’s focus on 
evangelism. Let’s not preach heavy duty-judgmental lessons, but still take sin 
seriously. God is working through this situation. Is this the right response?


III. Examining Our Response 
A. We can’t change the church (Ephesians 3:8-10), but we can be all things to all 

men (1 Corinthians 9:19-23).

1. The church is God’s manifold wisdom — it’s not mine or yours. We can’t use 

human wisdom to save mankind. It must be according to God’s way.

2. But we do need to be conscious of ways we might keep others from the 

truth. Paul was willing to give up anything that wasn’t essential to salvation.

3. Judging from social media feeds, too many Christian’s thoughts tends to 

consist of reactionary, temporary, political, and poorly thought-through rants 
that consistently undermine a righteous witness.


4. We can’t change the message, but we can change how we communicate 
that message. The more hyper-individualized and hyper-polemicized we are, 
the less likely breakthroughs with people become.


B. We can’t change the gospel (Romans 1:16-17), but we can speak the truth in 
love (Ephesians 4:15).

1. The truth is the world is caught up in sin and they will lose their soul forever if 

something isn’t done (Acts 17:30-31).

2. But soft-serving the gospel isn’t going to help that. We want to be accepting, 

loving, and merciful. We don’t have to exercise “heavy-duty judgment,” but 
sin needs repentance (1 Corinthians 6:11).


3. People need to be challenged that if they want us to be merciful and 
accepting, they must be the say way to us (Matthew 7:5). Telling us that 
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we’re too judgmental and kind of a judgmental statement to make. These 
types of conversations take great grace and wisdom (Colossians 4:6).


C. We can’t change other people’s behavior (Matthew 7:21), but we can change our 
own (Galatians 5:16-25).

1. The way we act can have great positive or negative ramifications. One type 

of action may cause someone to glorify our Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16). 
Another behavior may cause our brother to stumble (Matthew 18:6-7).


2. Many of those who walk away today are leaving because of sins among 
those who profess Christ: Hypocrisy, racism, hateful behavior, demeaning 
women, partiality, and insincerity in worship. On top of all that, churches are 
diminishing because they are devouring themselves (Galatians 5:15).


3. On the other hand, people need to be taught that most of the New Testament 
is not a story of an idealized church where everything worked perfectly all the 
time (just read 1 Corinthians any time you’re frustrated with your church).

a) Most of the New Testament is a story of Jesus using His followers to 

spread His love in spite of themselves and as they overcame multiple 
obstacles.


b) The fact that Christ uses flawed people to accomplish His work on earth 
is actually a beautiful sign of His grace and power, not a sign of His 
absence.


D. We can’t change our mission (Matthew 18:11), but we can be conscious of the 
concerns around us (John 4:7, 10).

1. Peggy Downing said, “One of the biggest things here is when you’re new, 

(the first question out of people’s mouths is) ‘where’s your church home?’” 
she said. “Awkward from the get-go.”


2. I want people to like me just like you do. But people not liking me isn’t going 
to stop me from inviting and trying to teach people the gospel. It certainly 
didn’t stop Jesus (John 6:36; 7:5).


3. But I also don’t have to be awkward, rough, coarse, or unkind about it. The 
mission is not mine. It’s God’s and that person is a creation of God and He 
wants them to come to Him. I need to be wise and innocent (Matthew 10:16). 

Conclusion. Many people seek God’s presence, but we know that God 
intended His presence to be felt among His people (1 Corinthians 14:25).


When we stand for the truth, we love one another and everyone else, we 
acknowledge our own failings and repent, we are changed people by God through His 
word. Then people can realize that God is among us. Do you know God? Do you have 
a relationship with Him? 


I am deeply indebted to Shane Millard for the use of his material.


https://news.gallup.com/poll/341963/church-membership-falls-below-majority-first-
time.aspx


https://tylerpaper.com/lifestyle/faith/non-churchgoers-share-their-own-beliefs/
article_bae98a36-3cf8-5f5c-a847-8232c50ccc2e.html
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