
The Power Of Faith 
Introduction. Today, on Easter Sunday, about a quarter of the world’s 

population will meet to commemorate the resurrection of Jesus. Setting aside a 
discussion of the celebration’s scriptural legitimacy for the time being, that is a great 
affirmation of faith in that event. And it’s that kind of faith that I want to talk about.


C. S. Lewis once explained his faith by saying, “I believe in the gospel as I 
believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I see 
everything else.” What a simple, yet profound explanation of the purpose, potential, 
and power of faith.


Hebrews 11, often called the “Hall of Fame of Faith,” offers a practical and 
passionate peek into the lives of God’s greats who lived by faith. This wonderful 
chapter not only provides insight and instruction but the disposition, motivation, and 
inspiration to “see everything else.”


In this chapter, faith is presented as the opposite of falling back. It is the staying 
power, it is the courageous spirit that enables a man to choose hardship and duty over 
ease and safety. Thus in the long chronicle of heroes given here, the author stresses 
three characteristics in the lives of people of faith: their unfaltering trust in God, their 
vision of the invisible, and their power to press on in hope. As people think about faith 
in Christ’s resurrection today, let’s look at four components of faith from Hebrews 11.


I. The Definition Of Faith 
A. “Faith” occurs 245 times in the New Testament, but there are hardly any verses 

of the New Testament more important than these, for they state what is the 
nature of true faith, and is the only definition of it that is attempted in the Bible. 
The inspired writer gives us two phrases that are understandable and insightful 
(Hebrews 11:1).

1. “The substance of things hoped for.”

a) The word translated “substance” (or “confidence”) occurs in the New 
Testament in 2 Corinthians 9:4, 11:17, and Hebrews 3:14. The word 
means something that imparts reality in the mind to what is not seen, and 
which serves to discern from what is unreal and illusive. It is what enables 
us to feel and act as if something was real, or which causes something to 
exert an influence over us as if we saw it.

b) We do not see God, or heaven, or the angels, or the redeemed in glory, or 
the crowns of life, but we have faith in them, and this means we act as if 
we saw them. Faith becomes a foundation (a “placing underneath”) for us.

c) If we follow a God whose audible voice we have not heard and believe in 
a Christ whose face we have not seen, we do so because our faith has a 
reality, a substance, an assurance that is unshakable. In doing so, Jesus 
said we are particularly blessed (John 20:29). Faith provides the firm 
ground on which we stand, waiting for the fulfillment of God’s promise.

2. “The evidence of things not seen.”
a) The word translated “evidence” appears in the New Testament only here 

and in 2 Timothy 3:16, where it is translated “reproof.” It is used of cross-
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examining someone with a view to establishing evidence. As the eye 
proves facts in the visible world, so faith enables one to act with a view to 
facts in the higher, invisible realm.

b) When a man who has never visited London believes that it exists because 
he has read or heard about it, he would act on that rational belief without 
hesitation. It gives men the power to stake their lives on unseen realities.

c) We drink tap water with confidence that it is safe. We eat food in a 
restaurant, confident that it is not contaminated. We willingly receive our 
pay in the form of a check or paper currency, but they have no intrinsic 
value at all. We accept them because of our faith in the person or the 
company or the government that issues them. We put our faith in a 
surgeon, and in medical science, though we may not have any training, 
competence, or experience in medicine ourselves. We submit to the 
surgeon’s knife entirely by faith. The capacity for faith is created within us.

B. “Faith,” as Martin Luther expressed it, “sees the invisible, believes the incredible, 
and receives the impossible.”

II. The Direction Of Faith 
A. Popular self-help authors speak of the importance of faith in our selves, in 

others, and in a dream we’re pursuing. While that kind of faith is valuable, 
Hebrews 11:6 directly tells us that “without faith, it is impossible to please God.”


B. The simple fact is that you can’t be in a relationship with God unless you believe 
in Him. Sounds pretty fundamental, but there are so many people who are 
wavering in their faith, especially in our pandemic time.

1. I want to do everything in my power to give them the intellectual and 

emotional tools they need to bring them closer to God.

2. But I can’t believe for them. That’s something they have to find for 

themselves if they want to please God (John 1:12-13).

C. We may overestimate our personal resources and inner resolve. Men may let us 

down. Circumstances may shatter our dreams and our resolve. But faith in God 
will always be rewarded. He will never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). He 
will never cease to provide for us (Psalm 37:25). He will never falter in fulfilling 
His promises (2 Corinthians 1:20). Faith’s direction is divine, upward, 
heavenward, and Godward.


III. The Demonstration Of Faith 
A. Faith triggers action (James 2:17, 24, 26). Faith works. Faith is not passive. It’s 

expressed in activity. The Hebrew writer describes faith by illustrating its impact 
on the lives of familiar people in history.

1. Able offered (v. 4).

2. Enoch walked (v. 5)

3. Noah prepared (v. 7).

4. Abraham went (vv. 8-10).

5. Sarah conceived (v. 11).

6. Isaac blessed (v. 20).

7. Joseph instructed (v. 22).
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8. Moses refused (vv. 24-26).

9. Joshua fought (v. 30).

10. Rahab received (v. 31).


B. True faith always moves you to do what God commands. Like Abraham, our 
faith may take us on a journey of not knowing where we’re going. But by faith 
we begin. We take the first step. We move forward. We trust that God will 
always provide.


C. All of these patriarchs experienced trials, tests, and temptations. They weren’t 
perfect, but they were faithful. They allowed themselves to be used by God, and 
to do what He needed them to do.

1. The idea that God would use you and me is pretty amazing. He had other 

options. He could have spoken to the world directly, but instead chose to 
use broken people to showcase His grace to a world in need of redemption. 
God can use people of faith like Abraham — and like you.


2. There’s so much talk now about people feeling the presence of God in 
different places. But listening to a podcast of your favorite preacher while 
you’re at the gym or on the back deck does not make you a more passionate 
follower of Christ. It usually makes you a less effective one. Disconnecting 
yourself from community is less faithful than connecting yourself to a flawed 
community. In fact, if you want a more authentic sense of community, you 
need to be meeting together more, not less (cp. Acts 2:46).


IV. The Destination Of Faith 
A. God rewards our faith. While we often experience its blessings in life, it is the life 

to come in which we will enjoy the consummation of our faith. The writer 
reminds that these heroes “obtained a good testimony through faith,” yet they 
died and “did not receive the promise” (Hebrews 11:39).


B. Christ would come — but not in their lifetime. But they had a role in ultimately 
bringing about the greatest demonstration of divine love, sacrifice, and salvation 
known to the human race.


C. As wonderful as a godly life is, with all of its earthly blessings, this world is not 
our home. It’s only a prelude to our eternal destination. The best is yet to be 
(Revelation 21:1-5; 22:1-4).


Conclusion. Augustine was right: “Faith is to believe what we do not see, and 
the reward of faith is to see what we believe.” God’s greatest truths are discovered by 
simple faith. It is not the world’s way to truth, but 1,000 years from now — if the Lord 
waits that long — the world will still be rejecting God’s revelation. The person of faith 
knows the truth now. Faith is the only way to God (John 8:24).


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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