
The “Sevens” Of Revelation 
Introduction. Believers in one of the several millennial theories always place 

dark, mystical, and frightening interpretations on Revelation. Moreover, they attempt to 
interpret them in light of modern history. They say that each of the various seals, 
trumpets, and bowls are all tied to something that will happen in our future to herald 
the second coming of Jesus Christ.


However, it just feels that the interpretation should be more simple than that. 
The message of Revelation is not difficult. So the meaning of the various images, such 
as the seals, trumpets, and bowls should be easy to understand — and they really are!


One of the methods of teaching in Hebrew scripture is repetition. Main ideas are 
repeated in a variety of ways to drive home the author’s point. The seals, trumpets, and 
bowls all tell the same fundamental message: Great hardship is coming but the saints 
will overcome. Each section takes that fundamental message and augments it for the 
sake of emphasis. Not only are the three sets of sevens connected to one another 
thematically, but the last of each introduces the next set.


Let’s take a look at the significance of seven in Revelation and then what the 
seals, trumpets, and bowls actually mean. This will give us information about a book 
that’s so misunderstood today and hope for our future as God’s faithful people.


I. A Variety Of Sevens In Revelation 
A. Identifying the “sevens” in Revelation.


1. Seven golden candlesticks (1:12, 13, 20; 2:1).

2. Seven stars in the Lord’s hand (1:16, 20; 2:1).

3. Seven churches of Asia (2:1-3:22).


a) Seven angels (1:20; 8:2, 6; 15:1, 6-8).

b) Seven letters (2:1-3:22).


4. Seven spirits of God, the Holy Spirit (3:1; 4:5; 5:6).

5. Seven seals (5:1; 5:5).

6. Seven eyes and seven horns of the Lamb of God (5:6).

7. Seven angels with seven trumpets (8:2, 6).

8. Seven thunders (10:3-4).

9. Seven heads and seven crowns of the dragon (12:3, 13:1).

10. Seven mountains (17:9).

11. Seven kings (17:10).


B. Why so many “sevens”?

1. Seven is a number that signifies perfection or completeness.

2. Seven is affiliated with God and signifies that what is described is from God, 

or that the message is a divine message.

3. Seven signifies that these events, messages, and promises are certain, sure, 

and complete because their origin is from God.


II. Seals, Trumpets, And Bowls 
A. Before we discuss these “sevens,” let’s establish some fundamental points that 

will help our understanding.
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1. Revelation is not impossible to understand.

2. The theme of Revelation is that Christ is going to be victorious.

3. God teaches in Revelation by means of repeated signs and symbols that are 

figurative, not literal.

a) Repetition emphasizes the message and makes it memorable.

b) Repetition establishes the certainty of the message.

c) Repetition of hope creates comfort and confidence in the recipients.


4. The purpose of the seals, trumpets, and bowls are all related to the delivery 
of a message.

a) Seals hold the message secret until the time of revelation. The message 

is given when the seals are broken. They warn of what is to come.

b) Trumpets announce the imminent delivery of the message and events.

c) Bowls are poured out as a symbol of the delivery. The promised 

hardships and judgment are happening.

d) Each message is fundamentally the same. Each repetition gets more 

serious and urgent, but the truths are not very different each time. Finally, 
the seventh trumpet sounds and silence ensues, and then events begin 
to happen, which previously were announced, when the seven bowls are 
all poured out on the earth.


B. The seven seals (6:1-7:16).

1. Seven seals are opened, exposing seven messages of hardship to affect 

those living on the earth. Rome would be affected, but so would those who 
were Christians, because they lived on the earth.

a) First seal: A conqueror on a white horse. Christ will be victorious (6:1-2).

b) Second seal: Rider on a fiery red horse. Warfare, many martyred (6:3-4).

c) Third seal: Rider on a black horse. Scales in his hand. Famine. Eating by 

weight. Oil and wine not harmed (6:5-6).

d) Fourth seal: Death and Hades on a pale horse. One quarter of earth killed 

by war, hunger, and beasts (6:7-8).

e) Fifth seal: Dead martyrs cry out for vengeance. They are told to wait a 

while longer until more are killed. A promise of hope to come (6:9-11).

f) Sixth seal: Cosmic disturbances signify great calamity and suffering for 

the saints. “For the great day of His wrath has come” (6:12-17).

(1) Between the opening of the sixth and the seventh seals there is an 

interlude in chapter 7 in which we are given a picture of the victorious 
and redeemed faithful people of God.


(2) All of it is in highly figurative language. There is a number 144,000 
which denominations try to interpret literally, but which merely 
represents all of the redeemed of God (as a number comprised of 
12,000 from each tribe of Israel).


g) Seventh seal: Preparatory to the seven trumpets. There is silence in 
heaven for the space of about half an hour (8:1).


2. With the opening of the seals, only a portion of the items mentioned are 
affected. Although hard times are coming, and although many will be killed 
for their faith, all of the faithful (a great number which no one could number 
of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues) will stand before the throne of 
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God with palm branches in their hands, and they will sing a new song of 
salvation (vv. 9-13). They are the ones who washed their robes in the Lamb’s 
blood, and follow the Lamb (vv. 14-17).


C. The seven trumpets (8:1-9:21).

1. After the seven seals are opened, there are seven trumpets that blast. 

Trumpets were used to signal impending danger and to call people to 
attention.


2. The seven seals affect all of the earth, but the trumpets are aimed at those 
who commit wickedness.


3. Where the seals said one quarter of everything would be affected, now it 
increases to one third. Again, it is significant but does not signify an entire 
destruction or complete doom.


4. The trumpets:

a) First trumpet: Hail and fire and blood were thrown to the earth. A third of 

the trees burned up (8:7).

b) Second trumpet: A great burning mountain was thrown into the sea, and 

a third of living sea creatures died, and a third of the ships were 
destroyed (8:8-9).


c) Third trumpet: A burning star from heaven called “wormwood” fell on the 
fresh water sources on earth, and a third of the waters were affected, and 
many men died (8:10-11).


d) Fourth trumpet: A third of the sun, moon, and stars were darkened. An 
angel flew through heaven pronouncing woe on the earth because of the 
remaining trumpets (8:12-13).


e) Fifth trumpet: In this trumpet we find that the language becomes more 
graphic and frightening. Horrible things come out of the great bottomless 
pit to affect the earth. Locusts and scorpions would torment the earth 
(9:1-12).


f) Sixth trumpet: With this trumpet blast, four angels are unleashed on the 
earth to kill a third of mankind. The number of the horsemen who would 
carry out this task were two hundred million. The horses were pictured as 
truly powerful, frightening, and destroying animals. It has been estimated 
that this army, were it a literal one, would march in a block one mile wide 
and eighty-five miles in length (9:13-21).

(1) A mighty angel comes from God with a message which is sealed up 

and not written. Although John’s instinct was to write it down, he did 
not. Instead, John was told to eat the “little book” (10:1-11).


(2) The point of this scene harmonizes with all that has come before. The 
seals and the trumpets are both methods of conveying the same 
message, albeit with increasing urgency. But now there will be no 
more messaging and no more warnings because the time has come 
for the judgment of God to begin. This will happen when the bowls 
are poured out.


(3) The mighty angel declares that there should be no more delay. The 
torment of the men who do not have the seal of God on their 
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foreheads (that is, those who do not know belong to God) will be bad, 
but it won’t be complete, and it will be limited in duration.


(4) The point of this trumpet is that these hardships were designed by 
God to cause wicked men to repent. In fact, John bemoans the fact 
that many idolaters and sinners did not repent of their wickedness.


g) Seventh trumpet: Much like the seventh seal, which ushered in the 
trumpeters and trumpets, and there was silence in heaven. There is a 
sense of preparation here. A sense that this is it. The moment has come. 
There is worship and praise of God by the twenty-four elders. They give 
thanks to God for His protection and also that the time of His judgment 
on the wicked has come (11:15-19).


D. The seven bowls (15:1-16:21).

1. Bowls of God’s wrath are poured out on the earth. There is complete 

devastation instead of a third of something being affected.

2. The message is that God’s punishment of the wicked, specifically Rome, and 

those seduced by her, will be complete.

a) First bowl: Malignant sores on those who have the mark of the beast, 

which were those who submit to Rome’s emperor worship (16:2).

b) Second bowl: The sea became blood and every creature in it died, not 

just a 1/4 or 1/3 this time (16:3).

c) Third bowl: All of the fresh water poisoned. All those who shed the blood 

of the saints and the prophets are judged (16:4-7).

d) Fourth bowl: All the impenitent were scorched with fire (16:8-9).

e) Fifth bowl: Complete darkness on the earth, not just 1/4 or 1/3 this time 

(16:10-11).

f) Sixth bowl: Preparation for judgment at Armageddon. The Euphrates is 

dried up, an unclean spirit descends on the earth, and the warning of 
judgment is issued. All men must repent now and prepare for judgment 
(16:12-16).


g) Seventh bowl: The earth is completely destroyed by the wrath of God. 
Not literally, but in divine judgment. The final end of the unrepentant 
wicked is shown (16:17-21).


Conclusion. Having laid out the premise of the book, and shown the way that 
the message is revealed, we now come to the point of decision for you. You know that 
Christ will be victorious over His enemies, and if you want to share in that victory and 
go to heaven, then identify yourself with Christ and obey the gospel this morning.


I am deeply indebted to David Weaks for the use of his material.
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