
When Loved Ones Die Lost 
Introduction. Some of the saddest facts in the world now are that Satan is 

persistent, sin and error are rampant, and loved ones die lost. Jesus declared that not 
many people would find the narrow gate (Matthew 7:13-14).


The New Testament says that we should “walk by faith, not by sight” (2 
Corinthians 5:7). Faith comes by hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17). Therefore, I 
must respect the teaching that without Christ, all sinners are lost (2 Thessalonians 
1:7-10). Said another way, all sinners have to obey the gospel to be saved. I’m not 
going to be the judge of anyone (2 Corinthians 5:10), but I still must by faith proclaim 
the truth about those who reject Jesus (John 3:18).	 


How do we deal with the pain of lost loved ones? There are four principles we 
need to “keep within our heart” (Luke 2:51).


I. God Loves And Grieves For Them More Than We Do 
A. In Noah’s time.


1. God made man to live in fellowship with Him.

2. He was displeased, grieved, and hurt because of their conduct (Genesis 6:6).


B. When Israel wandered in the wilderness.

1. God gave abundant evidence of His truth and generous patience — so there 

was no excuse. Then came divine grief, righteous indignation, and 
punishment (Numbers 14:11, 22-23).


2. The more God blessed them, the more they rebelled.

a) They complained that Moses made their situation worse (Exodus 5:21).

b) They said they would die at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:10-12).

c) They said they had no safe water to drink at Marah (Exodus 15:24).

d) They said they would die of hunger (Exodus 16:2-3).

e) They rebelled by keeping manna overnight (Exodus 16:19-20).

f) They rebelled again by gathering manna (Exodus 16:27-28).

g) They said they would die of thirst at Rephidim (Exodus 17:1-4).

h) They made and worshiped a golden calf at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 32:1-35).

i) They complained of hardships at Taberah (Numbers 11:1-3).

j) They said they had no meat at Kibroth Hattaavah (Numbers 11:4-34).

k) Miriam and Aaron rebelled against Moses (Numbers 12:1-16).

l) They refused to take Canaan, wanting to kill Moses (Numbers 14:1-10).

m) They said they would die of thirst at Kadesh (Numbers 20:1-5).

n) They rebelled over hardships and manna (Numbers 21:4-5).


3. God used Israel’s history to explain His love and grief over impenitent 
sinners (Psalm 78:40-41; Hebrews 3:14-19).


C. During Judah’s fall.

1. God grieved for Judah’s stubbornness and doom (Jeremiah 9:1).

2. Judah accused God of being unfair as He pled for them (Ezekiel 18:31-32).


D. When Jesus grieved over Jerusalem’s sins and doom.

1. Jesus grieved over callous hypocrites (Matthew 23:37).

2. How much more would He grieve over people of good morals?
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II. Be Confident That God Is The Perfect Judge 
A. Abraham had confidence in God (Genesis 18:25). God always judges “right.” He 

was ready to spare thousands in wicked Sodom for 50, 45, 40, 30, 20, or even 
10 righteous.


B. Paul had confidence in God (Romans 2:5-11). God’s judgment is “righteous,” 
just, impartial, and without favoritism or corruption.


C. We can have confidence in God (Romans 3:3-4). We can be confident that God 
is always faithful and true. If God makes exceptions to please us, He is not 
faithful and true — He is an idol made in our image.


III. God Lets Each Person Make His Own Choice 
A. Man’s freedom to choose.


1. Man was created in God’s image (Genesis 1:27). We are free moral agents 
with power to choose to seek or not seek God.


2. We cannot choose for someone else — and we would not want them to 
choose for us.


B. God is always near, waiting for us to find Him.

1. God does everything to seek us without violating our free will (John 4:23).

2. God rules the world in a way which allows those who seek Him to find Him 

(Acts 17:27). If God seeks us, and we seek Him, all of us can find Him.

C. What do we love and seek most? We can love and seek God’s truth or choose 

to “believe a lie” (2 Thessalonians 2:9-13).

D. The key is the condition and choice of each heart.


1. Jesus taught the parable of the soils: hard, rocky, thorny, and good soil 
(Matthew 13:1-23). In vv. 10-12, the disciples asked and received more.


2. Jesus taught the parable of the tares: wheat and weeds separated at harvest 
(Matthew 13:24-30). In v. 36, the disciples asked for more again. They 
couldn’t get enough.


3. Why do people die lost? In short, they choose not to seek the truth. Each 
person controls his or her own heart and choices.


IV. God Is The Balm For Our Aching Hearts 
A. Our grief for the lost is the result of loving them.


1. David wept for Absalom (2 Samuel 18:33).

2. Paul was sad for Israel (Romans 9:1-3).


B. God is balm for broken hearts.

1. We cannot help the dead, but God can see us through it (2 Corinthians 1:3).

2. God uses brethren to comfort us (2 Corinthians 1:4).

3. God’s word is balm to our soul (Psalm 23:1-4).

4. Drawing near to God in prayer brings great peace (Philippians 4:6-7).

5. Worshiping God lifts the soul (Psalm 122:1).

6. God will wipe away all tears (Revelation 21:4).


Conclusion. How do you deal with the pain of lost loved ones? To ease the 
burden, realize that God loves and grieves for them more than you do. Be confident in 
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the fact that God is the perfect judge. Accept that God lets each person make his or 
her own choice. And finally, let God be the balm for the grief you feel.


You can be saved now by believing, repenting, confessing, and submitting to 
water baptism. Christ died and rose from the dead to save you (Romans 6:4). You can 
obey Christ today, and you should do it without delay.


I am deeply indebted to Ron Halbrook for the use of his material.
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