
Birds Of Prey 
Introduction. Everyone knows what it’s like to have a beautiful spread of food in 

front of them and then watch as flies land on it. It’s not sanitary or appetizing. It spoils 
the meal that you're about to eat.


In Genesis 15, Abram received a critical restatement of the promise made in 
12:1-3. Abram asked God how he could know this promise would come true. God told 
him to bring specific animals and cut them in two for a sacrifice. A burning torch would 
pass between the pieces while God reiterated His promise to him. In v. 11, Abram has 
to chase away the birds of prey from the sacrifice or they would spoil what he had 
prepared for God.


We are a “holy priesthood” that is continually offering up “spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5). And it’s easy to spoil these 
sacrifices by the distractions of life that hamper our service. Just like Abram had to 
prevent his sacrifice from being spoiled, we’re going to investigate four “birds of prey” 
and what we can do to chase them away.


I. Unregenerated Thoughts 
A. When people left the belief of God, God gave them over to a debased or 

depraved mind (Romans 1:28). The person who is unredeemed in Christ is 
fulfilling the desires of their own mind, which is futility (Ephesians 2:3; 4:17).


B. The carnal mind is enmity against God (Romans 8:7). It refuses to follow the law 
of God. We are to be spiritual, not carnal, people (1 Corinthians 3:1-2).


C. Unregenerate thoughts produce sin (Matthew 15:18-20). Becoming a child of 
God makes you take those unregenerated thoughts and renew your mind 
(Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:23). This will allow you to transform yourself and 
settle your thoughts on what produces righteousness (Philippians 4:8):

1. True — what’s valid, reliable, and honest; the opposite of false.

2. Noble — a quality that makes people worthy of respect.

3. Just — what’s conformable to God’s standards and worthy of His approval.

4. Pure — what’s without the stain of error or sin.

5. Lovely — something pleasing, agreeable, or amiable.

6. Good report — something attractive and true to the highest standards.

7. Excellent or praiseworthy — qualities of the highest character to search for.


II. Unfocused Mind 
A. We live in a fast-paced world that is full of distractions. Add to that the worship 

of “busyness,” and you’ve got a recipe for an unfocused mind.

B. The psalmists wrote of the need and benefit of meditation on God and His truth 

(Psalm 4:4; 19:14; 63:6; 77:12; 145:5). That spiritual inclination sets a proper 
spiritual focus that pushes us to put the kingdom first (Matthew 6:33). This 
means a dedicated life of service that keeps the Christian looking toward 
heaven (Colossians 3:1-4).


C. Paul and Peter encouraged brethren to be of “one mind” (Romans 15:6; 2 
Corinthians 13:11; Philippians 1:27; 2:2; 1 Peter 3:8). This joining of minds 
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would compel them to work together in the gospel while loving one another and  
glorifying God in their service.


III. Unproductive Life 
A. At our core, we need to be people “of God” (1 John 4:5-6) who “walk in the 

Spirit” (Romans 8:5-6; Galatians 5:16-18).

B. Being “of God” means being faithful (Matthew 25:21, 23; 1 Corinthians 4:1-2, 17; 

Revelation 17:14). Faithful means “trustworthy, dependable, or reliable.” In other 
words, it is someone who doesn’t quit, even in the face of problems and trials.

C. There are several people who were faithful in service to God mentioned in the 
New Testament:
1. Timothy (1 Corinthians 4:17).
2. Tychicus (Ephesians 6:21).
3. Epaphras (Colossians 1:7).
4. Onesimus (Colossians 4:9).
5. Silvanus (1 Peter 5:12).
6. Antipas (Revelation 2:13).

D. For adults, it will be easy and tempting to let matters like work or recreation 
become a stumbling block. For young people, work or extracurricular activities 
(sports, FFA, 4-H, band, chorus, homework, etc.) become a stumbling block.
1. Parents, it’s your job to display to your children the proper life in Jesus Christ. 

Show them that spiritual compromise brings false peace.
2. Remember that when you violate your conscience by failing to do what you 

know is right, such as attending our assemblies, you sin (James 4:17).
3. Balak cast a stumbling block before the Israelites and caused them to sin 

(Revelation 2:14). Any of our activities, which are not wrong in and of 
themselves, can do the same, leading you to spiritual compromise and 
significantly less productivity for Jesus. You’ll end up as someone who 
flounders as a Christian, hoping for a merciful judgment.

IV. Unholy Influences 
A. Good friends are worth their weight in gold (Proverbs 27:9-10; Ecclesiastes 

4:9-10). However, friends are human and they can influence us for evil.
B. There are examples of good friends.

1. Andrew brought Peter to Jesus (John 1:40-41) and Philip brought Nathaniel 
to Jesus (John 1:45).

2. Ruth refused to leave Naomi and was determined to return to her mother-in-
law’s homeland (Ruth 1:16-17).

3. Naaman’s servants got him to see his irrational behavior; after their questions 
he went and dipped in the Jordan River (2 Kings 5:13).

C. There are examples of bad friends.
1. In 2 Samuel 13:3, Amnon had a friend Jonadab who helped him hatch a plan 

to rape Tamar.
2. Job’s friends accused him wrongfully and were no help to him in his terrible 

affliction (Job 6:14-21).
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3. Though he was sorry, Herod “sent and beheaded John” due to the influence 
of Herodias and her dancing daughter (Matthew 14:6-10).

D. Do not let your friends, regardless of your age, influence you into sinful and 
wicked behavior (Proverbs 13:20). That’s not going to give you the right future.

Conclusion. John Piper writes, “The greatest enemy of hunger for God is not 
poison but apple pie. It is not the banquet of the wicked that dulls our appetite for 
heaven, but endless nibbling at the table of the world. Jesus said some people hear the 
word of God, and a desire for God is awakened in their hearts. But then ‘as they go on 
their way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life’ (Luke 8:14). 
In another place He said, ‘The desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and 
it becomes unfruitful’ (Mark 4:19). ‘The pleasures of this life’ and ‘the desires for other 
things’ are not evil in themselves. These are not vices. These are gifts of God. They are 
your basic meat and potatoes and coffee and gardening and reading and decorating 
and traveling and investing and TV-watching and Internet-surfing and shopping and 
exercising and collecting and talking. And all of them can become deadly substitutes 
for God.”


Abram understood the danger of spoiling his sacrifice. It takes great spiritual 
discernment to see these “birds of prey” working in your life, zapping your spiritual 
strength and leading you down the road to great danger. If they are spoiling you, 
repent, either in your heart or publicly, and drive them away. Or let the cleansing blood 
of Jesus work in you through obeying the gospel to transform your life.
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