
“He Saw A Man” 
Introduction. Craig Brian Larson writes, “On my desk I like to display, on a 

bookstand, the kind of gift books you put on the coffee table — those filled with 
professional photos of nature or tourist destinations. My current book is America’s 
Spectacular National Parks by Michael Duchemin. For several days I have had the book 
open to a photo of the Grand Teton Mountains, an extra-wide photo that fills the left 
page and crosses the fold to take up half of the right. It is a majestic display of deep 
blue sky; rugged, gray, snow-capped mountains; and a calm lake in the foreground.


This morning I decided to turn the page to the next photo, and as I did I 
discovered that I had missed something important. The right page of the Grand Tetons 
photo was an extra long page folded over, covering part of the mountain range. So 
when I opened it up, it added some sixteen inches to the width of the photo. Wow! The 
Grand Tetons became even grander.


The Christian life has unfolding moments like that, when we discover there is 
much more to God and His kingdom than we knew, much more to His purpose for us 
than we imagined. Abraham experienced that at age seventy-five, Moses at age eighty, 
the apostle Paul on the road to Damascus. Again and again in the Bible, when God met 
people, He opened a glorious page for them that had previously been folded.”


This principle is illustrated in Matthew, also known as Levi, the son of Aphaeus. 
Matthew 9:9 says, “As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew 
sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, ‘Follow Me.’ So he arose and followed 
Him.” When Jesus saw that man in Capernaum, He saw more than just a tax collector. 
He saw someone with characteristics who would make a worthy and profitable 
disciple. Let’s see what Jesus saw — and maybe what you need today.


I. He Saw A Man Who Had A Soul To Be Saved 
A. This was Jesus’ main mission on the earth (Matthew 20:28; Luke 19:10). 

Although Matthew was a tax collector, Jesus saw a man who needed salvation.

1. His duty was to collect “toll” or “transport” taxes from both local merchants 

and farmers carrying their goods to market, as well as distant caravans 
passing through Galilee. He was an employee of Herod Antipas.


2. Because Matthew had leased his “toll” collecting privileges by paying the 
annual fee in advance, he was subjected to the criticism of collecting more 
than enough, growing wealthy on his “profit.” Thus he was hated by his 
fellow Jews.


3. Matthew knew the value of goods of all description: wool, flax, linen, pottery, 
brass, silver, gold, barley, wheat, olives, figs, wheat, etc. He knew the value 
of local and foreign monetary systems. He spoke the local Aramaic language 
as well as Greek.


B. What would Matthew’s intelligence, learning, and occupation ultimately gain 
him? Following Jesus would be the best decision he ever made, and he had that 
choice to make that day (Mark 8:36-37). We tend to define ourselves by our 
occupations, but Matthew was, in that moment, able to evaluate what he was 
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and where he needed to be — and Jesus could get him there. All mankind is in 
sin (Romans 3:23), and it was Christ who could fix it (Hebrews 9:12).


II. He Saw A Man Who Had Talents He Was Not Using 
A. Like the page that was unfolded in the travel book, Matthew was a man who 

hadn’t yet unfolded all the potential he had for Jesus.

B. If the truth were to be told, everyone has talents they are not using. No matter 

how many talents we have, whether it be five, two, or one like the men in Luke 
19:11-27, there’s usually a way to develop those for the Master’s service.

1. In every house there are “vessels” used for honorable and dishonorable 

purposes (2 Timothy 2:20-21).

2. The “vessels” for dishonorable purposes are the false teachers in the church 

(vv. 16-18), who are destined for eternal destruction.

3. If we will cleanse ourselves (get whatever hinders us out of the way), we will 

be sanctified, useful, and prepared for the Master’s use.

4. Romans 12:3-8 and 1 Peter 4:10-11 both speak of the use of gifts or talents. 

If we have the determination to use the skills we have to the betterment of 
Christ’s cause, we will glorify Him.

a) Most Christians I’ve met have learned skills that produce in the 

marketplace: public speaking, counseling, organization, persuasion, 
encouragement, etc.


b) Those skills are useful to a local church. Don’t take your expertise that 
you’ve gained in the world and hide it under a bushel. Use it for God and 
for His saints. Be brave (1 Corinthians 16:13).


C. Matthew used his talents. He became an apostle and he wrote the gospel, 
written for Jews to show Jesus as the Messiah, the King of the Jews.


III. He Saw A Man Who Needed Encouragement To Be Better 
A. The observation of Jesus reminds me of Philip and Nathanael in John 1:45-46. 

Just like something good coming out of Nazareth, something good could come 
out of that tax collector’s office. But it took the encouragement and teaching of 
the Lord for him to develop.

1. There were so many people in the gospels who lived in sickness and sin. 

They didn’t have Bibles to go back and read about Christ. They had only 
what they heard and saw.


2. These were people of monumental faith, who were better than their 
surroundings because they believed in Jesus (Matthew 8:2, 10; 9:18; Mark 
5.28; John 4:50; 9:38).


B. We don’t know the extent of Matthew’s character, but I’m sure it could be better 
before he met Jesus. Jesus, in wanting Matthew to “follow him,” was giving him 
the opportunity to be better.

1. Often through our preaching and teaching we try to get people to live better 

(2 Timothy 4:2). I hope every Christian wants to be “commended to the Lord” 
(Acts 14:23).


2. Matthew took the opportunity to be better — will you? Can you make an 
effort to develop how you worship your Lord and serve your brethren?
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a) We are exhorted to warn, comfort, uphold, and be patient (1 
Thessalonians 5:14). Every growing congregation accomplishes this.


b) The persuasion for someone to “draw near,” “hold fast,” and “consider” is 
found in assembling, not in forsaking (Hebrews 10:22-25). The writer 
knew about apostasy, and he’s sincerely trying to prevent them from 
doing it.


IV. He Saw A Man Who Let His Light Shine 
A. Matthew took the chance to fill his home with those who really needed to hear 

the Lord (Matthew 9:10-13). He listened well to the Master’s statement recorded 
in his own gospel (Matthew 5:16; cp. John 15:8; 1 Corinthians 10:31).


B. He possessed the same zeal as Cornelius who “called together his relatives and 
close friends” to hear Peter (Acts 10:24).

1. There were many people who accomplished a lot for God by working with 

people personally (Acts 9:17; 16:32-34; 18:26; 28:30-31).

2. Don’t have the wrong priorities and miss chances to let your light shine. 

Every failure is one that could’ve glorified God.


V. He Saw A Man Who Was Willing To Pay The Price 
A. Following Jesus and the gospel has a price involved (Matthew 16:24-25; Luke 

14:28-33). Anyone unwilling to pay that price is not worthy (Luke 9:62). No 
excuses will be tolerated (Luke 14:16-24).


B. Would you be willing to pay the price or will you let your job, family, or reputation 
stand in the way of eternal life?

1. This is the ultimate decision for individuals and families. It’s easy to let a lot 

get in the way of being a disciple.

2. Are you willing to give up what is a stumbling block to your family?


a) In the worship of children, some families have stretched themselves to 
the limit making sure their children either participate in every activity, or 
participate to the extent that it’s a major time commitment.


b) But they’ve sacrificed the children’s spiritual well-being as a result. Are 
you big enough to sacrifice earthly concerns and activities for your 
family’s spiritual betterment?


Conclusion. When Jan Paderewski wanted to leave his native Poland to play his 
first recital in London, he asked an influential fellow countryman to give him a letter of 
introduction to a leading figure in Britain’s musical world, who could help him if 
anything were to go amiss.


The letter was handed to him in a sealed envelope. He hoped that everything 
would be smooth and he wouldn’t have to use it. He did not; his debut was a success 
with no issues. Several years later, while going through his papers, he came upon the 
letter and opened it. It read, “This will introduce Jan Paderewski, who plays the piano, 
for which he demonstrates no conspicuous talent.”


I wonder if Matthew would’ve thought that about himself the day before he met 
Jesus? Jesus sees you and He wants you to follow. Can you do what Matthew did? 

 of 3 4



Only those willing to make the commitment and sacrifices will meet the Master’s 
approval when He judges us. Count the cost and make your decision.
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