
Opportunities 
Introduction. The Irish Potato Famine (1846-1851) resulted in a 30 percent drop 

in the population of the west of Ireland. The prolonged suffering of the Irish peasantry 
had broken the survivors in body and spirit.


John Bloomfield, the owner of Castle Caldwell, was working on the recovery of 
his estate when he noticed that the exteriors of his tenant farmers’ small cottages had 
a vivid white finish. He was informed that there was a clay deposit on his property of 
unusually fine quality. To generate revenue and provide employment on his estate, he 
built a pottery at the village of Belleek in 1857. The unusually fine clay yielded a 
porcelain china that was translucent with a glass-like finish. It was worked into 
traditional Irish designs and was an immediate success.


Today, this multimillion-dollar industry thrives because it arose from innovative 
thinking during some very anxious times.


Opportunities are all around us. In Acts 24, Paul summoned the necessary 
courage and taught the gospel to Felix, a brutal, incompetent politician, and Drusilla, 
the youngest daughter of Herod Agrippa I. The two of them were in adultery, and 
perfect representatives of the people for whom Christ died.


When Paul met Felix, there were five factors that primed the situation for 
success, factors that may be present in your life right now. 


I. He Was At The Right Place At The Right Time (v. 24a) 
A. We bemoan the fact that we sometimes miss out on something good because of 

bad timing. We were at the wrong place at the wrong time.

B. But Felix was at the right place at the right time — and he still passed on 

changing his life. For you, the right place is here and the right place is now (2 
Corinthians 6:2). Ananias asked Paul, “Why are you waiting?” (Acts 22:16; cp. 
Hebrews 3:7, 15; 4:7).


II. He Heard The Message Preached (v. 24b) 
A. Paul was a minister and a preacher of the Gentiles (1 Timothy 2:7; 2 Timothy 

1:11). He was a “bondservant” of the Lord (Philippians 1:1).

1. “Bondservant” was a title of dignity. To be a servant, in the religious language 

of Judaism, meant to be one chosen by God.

2. The title emphasizes not servitude but instrumentality, that is, God is pleased 

to work through His servants.

B. God had a lot of means at His disposal to communicate His will to mankind 

(visions, dreams, direct announcements), but He chose preaching (Romans 
10:12-17; 1 Corinthians 1:21; 1 Peter 1:25). Preaching was the method used by 
the Son of God (Matthew 4:17), and it could be very successful at times (Haggai 
1:7-12; Acts 8:5-12).


C. Paul was a powerful preacher; however the power is not in the man, it’s in the 
message (Romans 1:16-17; Hebrews 4:12-13).

1. There are probably lots of men who are performance addicts every Sunday. 

They’re obsessed with “how well I did.” They ask questions like did people 

 of 1 4



like me? Did they think I was funny? Did they think I was a great 
communicator?


2. A better set of questions would be did the sermon faithfully communicate the 
text? Did it connect with people? Did it help anyone? Paul would agree that 
you should stop focusing on how well you’re doing as a preacher and start 
focusing on your audience. That’s what could change Felix’s life.


III. The Sermon Was Adapted To Him (v. 25a) 
A. Paul preached about three of the most important topics in the world:


1. Righteousness.

a) Righteousness is doing the will of God. This term includes more than 

morality; it includes obedience. Jesus was baptized in the Jordan, not 
because He had committed sin (Hebrews 4:15; 1 John 3:5), but in order 
to do the will of God (Matthew 3:15), and to set the example for mankind.


b) An individual may be moral, like Cornelius, but he cannot be righteous 
until he does the will of God, as Cornelius did when obeying the gospel 
and becoming a Christian (Acts 10:2, 48; 11:14).


c) The will of God toward man is revealed in the gospel (John 3:16-17; 
14:6-9; Romans 4:13; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21). The gospel is called the 
“word of righteousness” and the “law of righteousness” (Hebrews 
5:12-14; Romans 9:31). When Paul preaches of righteousness, he 
includes everything whereby the sinner is reconciled to God: facts (1 
Corinthians 15:1-4) and commands (Mark 16:16; Galatians 3:26-29).


2. Self-control.

a) Self-control is the crucifixion of the lusts of the flesh as it specifically 

relates to being a faithful Christian (Proverbs 25:28; Galatians 2:20; 5:23; 
2 Timothy 3:1-3; 2 Peter 1:6).


b) Freedom in Christ does not give Christians liberty to cast off moral 
restraint, nor does it call for a withdrawal from life and its temptations. It 
calls for a self-disciplined life following Christ’s example of being in the 
world but not of the world (John 17:14-16). This instruction was a terrible 
blow to the adulterous Felix.


3. Judgment.

a) Paul usually closed his arguments by referring to the resurrection of Jesus 

as positive evidence of the general resurrection and judgment of all 
mankind (Acts 17:30-31; 1 Corinthians 15:12-26).


b) In keeping with his normal custom, he now portrays the wrath of God to 
be visited on the world of the ungodly (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; 1 Peter 
4:17-19; 2 Peter 2:9-14; 3:3-10).


B. If you want to consider it this way, the sermon was “perfect” for him. It should 
have struck all the right chords to turn him from unrighteousness.
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IV. He Had An Emotional Response (v. 25b) 
A. Change is emotional.


1. We cannot be emotionally indifferent to sin. Before there can be a turning 
away from unrighteousness, there must be consciousness of sin’s effect on 
humanity and its offensiveness to God. We have to therefore abhor sin.


2. In 2 Corinthians 7:9-10, Paul mentions a godly sorrow and a worldly sorrow.

a) Godly sorrow moves one to change. This sorrow arises from our view of 

sin agreeing with God’s view. Godly sorrow produces transformation.

b) Worldly sorrow produces remorse, and this does not always lead to God. 

People can be grieved over the consequences, but they don’t look to 
God for forgiveness and transformation. This sorrow produces death.


B. But change can’t be all emotional

1. Intellectually, we have to consider sin as abominable, the divine law as 

perfect and binding, and ourselves as falling short of the requirements of a 
holy God (Job 42:5; Psalm 51:3; Romans 3:23).


2. When Peter, on the day of Pentecost, called the Jews to repent, he called 
them to change their minds and views regarding Christ (Acts 2:14-36).


C. We preach with a mixture of both.

1. If you’re able to carry a discussion far and deep with substance and 

research, that’s useful to cause an intellectual response

2. But speaking to the head alone rarely reaches the heart. There’s a real need 

of people with passion and emotion.

3. Reaching the next generation will take both the head and the heart. If you 

only reach the head, it’s easy to walk away when a new idea appears. If you 
only reach the heart, it’s easy to walk away when the feeling dies.


D. Preaching intelligently and emotionally will impact the whole person. It will then 
react with the will, moving someone to obey.

1. The most prominent element in change is the will. God will accept no 

external substitute for the necessary internal change (John 5:40).

2. Sackcloth for the body and remorse for the soul are not to be confused with 

a determined abandonment of sin (Psalm 51:17; Hosea 6:6).

3. The will and disposition in change is seen:


a) In the confession of sin to God (Psalm 38:18; Luke 15:21; 18:13).

b) In the forsaking of sin (Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 55:7; Matthew 3:8-10).

c) In turning to God (Acts 26:17-18; 1 Thessalonians 1:9).


V. He Had A Second Chance (v. 26) 
A. David (2 Samuel 12:1-13), Jonah (3:1), and Simon (Acts 8:20-24) were given 

opportunity to change and correct their condition.

B. Felix’s problem was sin. He called for Paul often, giving him superb 

opportunities to change, but he neglected all of them. And when he neglected 
them he remained lost. The Hebrew writer rhetorically asked in 2:3, “How shall 
we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?”


Conclusion. Before the end of Paul’s life, he plead his case before three earthly 
rulers. Felix wanted a convenient season, but one never came. Festus thought Paul 
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was mad, preaching the gospel as the superstition of a fanatic. Agrippa was never 
persuaded, and was never any nearer to God.


Are you, in spirit, ordering the apostle back to his prison cell? If you are, listen to 
the exhortations of God (Matthew 6:33; Luke 12:19-21; James 4:13-14). Hell will be 
populated with people who resist their opportunities. Don’t resist your opportunity to 
obey Jesus today. Don’t resist your opportunity to be restored to God. Don’t resist your 
opportunity to be exhorted to greater discipleship and developing your talents to the 
glory of God.


I am deeply indebted to Mark Posey for the use of his material.
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